
 
Individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to contact the Office of the County Commissioners, 240.313.2200 Voice/TDD, to make 
arrangements no later than ten (10) working days prior to the meeting.   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
December 3, 2019 

OPEN SESSION AGENDA 
 

08:30 A.M. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CALL TO ORDER, President Jeffrey A. Cline 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 19, 2019 
 

08:35 A.M. CLOSED SESSION 
 
(To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or 
performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter 
that affects one or more specific individuals; To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; & To comply with a specific 
constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a particular proceeding or matter.) 

10:00 A.M. RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 
 

I. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
 

II. REPORTS FROM COUNTY STAFF 
 

III. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION 
 

IV. RELIEF WITHOUT PREJUDICE FROM CONTRACT AWARD / BID AWARD (PUR-1431) FIRE 
SERVICE PERFORMANCE TESTING / INSPECTION OF FIRE HOSES, FIRE PUMPS, 
GROUND LADDERS – Brandi Naugle, CPPB, Buyer, Purchasing Department and Jonathan D. 
Hart, Assistant Director, Emergency Services 

 
V. BID AWARD (PUR-1442) – PAVING REPAIR AT THE WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT AND DETENTION CENTER – Brandi Naugle, CPPB, Buyer, Purchasing 
Department and Terry Hill, Senior Systems Mechanic 

 
VI. INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATIVE PURCHASE (INTG-19-0025) – PLAYGROUND 

EQUIPMENT FOR PARKS AND FACILITIES – Rick Curry, CPPO, Director, Purchasing 
Department and Danny Hixon, Operations Supervisor of Parks and Facilities 
 

VII. CHANGE ORDER REQUEST– REPAIR OF AIRPORT FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLE – Rick Curry, 
CPPO, Buyer, Director, Purchasing Department and Garrison Plessinger, Director, Hagerstown 
Regional Airport 

 

Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
Terry L. Baker, Vice President 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk 

Wayne K. Keefer 
Cort F. Meinelschmidt 
Randall E. Wagner 

 

100 West Washington Street, Suite 1101 | Hagerstown, MD 21740-4735 | P: 240.313.2200 | F: 240.313.2201 
WWW.WASHCO-MD.NET 



 
Individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to contact the Office of the County Commissioners, 240.313.2200 Voice/TDD, to make 
arrangements no later than ten (10) working days prior to the meeting.   
 

VIII. CITY/COUNTY – FIRE, RESCUE AND EMS AUTOMATIC/MUTAL AID MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING – R. David Hays, Director, Division of Emergency Services (DES) and Steve 
Lohr, Fire Chief, City of Hagerstown 
 

11:00 A.M. PUBLIC HEARING – REPEAL, ENACTMENT, AND ADOPTION – Rich Eichelberger,  
  Director/Code Official, Division of Construction; Frank Quillen, Chief Plans Examiner/Deputy Code 
  Official, Division of Construction; Ashley Holloway, Director, Division of Plan Review and Permitting 
 

IX. EXPENDITURE OF ACCURUED PAYMENT-IN-LIEU OF FUNDS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE FOREST CONSERVATION ACT – Jill Baker, Director, Planning & Zoning and Elmer 
Weibley, District Manager, Washington County Soil Conservation District 

 
11:30 A.M. PUBLIC HEARING – APPLICATION FOR ZONING MAP AMENDMENT RZ-19-004 – Jill  
  Baker, Director, Planning & Zoning 
  

X. WASHINGTON COUNTY MOBILE HOME PARK REVENUE TAX – Sara Greaves, Chief 
Financial Officer and Kirk Downey, County Attorney / Interim County Administrator 
 

12:00 P.M. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 



Agenda Report Form 

Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  Relief Without Prejudice from Contract Award / Bid Award (PUR-1431) Fire Service 
Performance Testing / Inspection of Fire Hoses, Fire Pumps, Ground Ladders  

PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY:  Brandi Naugle, CPPB, Buyer, Purchasing Department and Jonathan 
D. Hart, Assistant Director, Division of Emergency Services   

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Motion to relieve from the contract award made July 30, 2019, 
without prejudice,  FireOne Inc. of Drexel Hill, PA for Option No. 2, Group A (Fire Pump Testing) 
and  Group B (Hose Testing) and to award to the next responsive, responsible bidder with the 
lowest Total Sum Bid to Waterways of Southwest PA, LLC. of Bethel Park, PA in the amount of 
$60,985.00 for Option No. 2, Group A (Fire Pump Testing) and Group B (Hose Testing).  

REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  On June 3, 2019 the County issued an Invitation to Bid (ITB) for the 
subject services. The bid was advertised in the local newspaper, listed on the State’s eMaryland 
Marketplace website and on the County’s website.  The contract period is for a one (1) year period 
tentatively commencing November 1, 2019, with an option by the County to renew for up to two 
(2) additional consecutive one (1) year periods with the first term ending October 31, 2020. Four 
(4) persons/companies registered and downloaded the bid document on-line.  Two (2) bids were 
received as indicated on the bid tabulation matrix and one of which was deemed unresponsive.

Original contract awards were made on July 30, 2019 as follows: 

Option No. Vendor Total Sum Bid Price for Group 
Option 2A & 2B FireOne, PA 

Bethel Park, PA 
$15,125.00 (2A) 
$43,100.00 (2B) 

Option 2C Waterways of Southwest, PA 
Bethel Park, PA 

$5,724.00 (2C) 

After notice of award was provided to FireOne for Option 2A and 2B the Purchasing office 
received a call from the company’s owner stating that they would not be registering with Maryland 
Department of Assessments and Taxation, which a status of good standing is a requirement within 
the Invitation to Bid for doing business with Washington County. Since this requirement has not 
been fulfilled, FireOne is considered non-responsive and it is recommended that they be relieved 
from the contract award without prejudice. 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 



These services will provide testing of apparatus mounted fire pumps (engines, tankers, and, quints) 
in accordance with current NFPA 1911 standards. The bidder will be responsible for conducting 
fire pump testing for sixteen (16) fire companies/departments with fifty-five (55) pieces of 
apparatus. The contractor will provide testing of various diameters of fire hose, in accordance with 
current NFPA 1962 standards.  The awarded contractor will be responsible for conducting fire 
pump testing for fifteen (15) fire companies.  The contractor will provide testing of various sized, 
fire service, ground ladders.  These tests will be conducted in accordance with current NFPA 1932 
standards. The awarded contractor will be responsible for conducting ground ladder testing for 
seventeen (17) fire companies. 

DISCUSSION:  N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Funds are budgeted in the department’s account 515270-10-11525 for these 
services. 

CONCURRENCES:  Division Director of Emergency Services 

ALTERNATIVES:  Do not award the testing of the equipment. 

ATTACHMENTS:  Bid Tabulation Matrix 

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A 



PUR 1431

Fire Service Performance Testing / Inspection

of Fire Hoses, Fire Pumps, and Ground Ladders

Item

No.
Description

Unit of

Measure
Quantity

Unit

Price/Each

Total

Price

Unit

Price/Each

Total

Price

1 Fire Pump Testing EA 55 $275.00 $15,125.00 NO BID NO BID

2
Hose Testing – Diameter 1-1/2 
– 2” LF 73,000 $0.20 $14,600.00 NO BID NO BID

3
Hose Testing – Diameter 2-1/2 
– 3” LF 41,000 $0.22 $9,020.00 NO BID NO BID

4
Hose Testing – Diameter 4 – 
5” LF 77,000 $0.24 $18,480.00 NO BID NO BID

5 Hose Testin - Hard Suction Ea 100 $10.00 $1,000.00 NO BID NO BID

6
Ground Ladder Testing – 10’ 
Folding (Attic) EA 52 $20.00 $1,040.00 NO BID NO BID

7 Straight Ladders Testing (12’ 
– 20’) EA 68 $30.00 $2,040.00 NO BID NO BID

8
Extension Ladders Testing 
(16’ – 28’) EA 57 $40.00 $2,280.00 NO BID NO BID

9
Extension Ladders (30’ – 45’)

EA 24 $45.00 $1,080.00 NO BID NO BID

Item

No.
Description

Unit of

Measure
Quantity

Unit

Price/Each

Total

Price

Unit

Price/Each

Total

Price

Group A 
1 Fire Pump Testing EA 55 $275.00 $15,125.00 $325.00 $17,875.00

FireOne, Inc.

Drexel Hill, PA

FireOne, Inc.

Drexel Hill, PA
OPTION NO. 2 (Individual Awards for Each Service):

$15,125.00

TOTAL SUM BID PRICE

(for Item Nos. 1 through 9)
$64,665.00

OPTION NO. 1  (Award for All Services):

TOTAL SUM BID PRICE FOR GROUP A

Waterways of Southwest PA, LLC.             

Bethel Park, PA

NO BID

Waterways of Southwest PA, LLC.             

Bethel Park, PA

$17,875.00

Bids Opened:   06-01-2019



PUR 1431

Fire Service Performance Testing / Inspection

of Fire Hoses, Fire Pumps, and Ground Ladders

Group B 
2

Hose Testing – Diameter 1-1/2 
– 2” LF 73,000 $0.20 $14,600.00 $0.21 $15,330.00

Group B 
3

Hose Testing – Diameter 2-1/2 
– 3” LF 41,000 $0.22 $9,020.00 $0.21 $8,610.00

Group B 
4

Hose Testing – Diameter 4 – 
5” LF 77,000 $0.24 $18,480.00 $0.21 $16,170.00

Group B 
5 Hose Testing - Hard  Suction EA 100 $10.00 $1,000.00 $30.00 $3,000.00

Group C 
6

Ground Ladder Testing – 10’ 
Folding (Attic) EA 52 $20.00 $1,040.00 $15.00 $780.00

Group C 
7

Straight Ladders Testing (12’ 
– 20’) EA 68 $30.00 $2,040.00 $24.00 $1,632.00

Group C 
8

Extension Ladders Testing 
(16’ – 28’) EA 57 $40.00 $2,280.00 $36.00 $2,052.00

Group C 
9

Extension Ladders 
(30’ – 45’) EA 24 $45.00 $1,080.00 $52.50 $1,260.00

FireOne, Inc
REMARKS:

Ground Ladder testing includes heat sensor replacement and safety label replacement as needed at no additional cost.  Halyards can be replaced for $25.00 per 
extension ladder. 

If heat sensors need replaced cost is $1.00 per sensor.  If warning labels need replaced or missing cost is $10.00 per set.  If any repairs are needed cost will be 
discussed with department.

$43,100.00

$6,440.00

TOTAL SUM BID PRICE FOR GROUP B

TOTAL SUM BID PRICE FOR GROUP C

Waterway's of Southwest PA, LLC

$43,110.00

$5,724.00

Bids Opened:   06-01-2019



 

 

Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  Bid Award (PUR-1442) – Paving Repair at the Washington County Sheriff’s 
Department and Detention Center. 
 
PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 
 
PRESENTATION BY:  Brandi Naugle, CPPB, Buyer, Purchasing Department and Terry Hill, 
Senior Systems Mechanic 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to award the contract for the paving repair work at the 
Washington County Sheriff’s Department and Detention Center to the responsible, responsive 
bidder, Craig Paving, Inc. of Hagerstown, Md who submitted the lowest total sum price of 
$118,484. 
 
REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  On October 17, 2019 the County issued an Invitation to Bid (ITB) for the 
Paving Repair at the Washington County Sheriff’s Department and Detention Center and on 
October 23, 2019 the county accepted the bids for this service. The bid was advertised on the State 
of Maryland’s (eMMA) “eMaryland Marketplace Advantage” web site, on the County’s web site, 
and in the local newspaper.  Twenty-One (21) persons/companies registered/downloaded the bid 
document on-line and three (3) bids were received. 
 
The services consist of the vendor paving, repairing, patching, removing weeds from cracks, 
milling around concrete curbing, drains and all areas necessary to maintain existing elevations of 
current parking lot. The project consists of repaving and overlaying 10,863.49 square yards of 
asphalt and restriping the parking lot located at 500 Western Maryland Parkway, Hagerstown, MD 
21740.  

DISCUSSION:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funds are budgeted in the Sheriff’s Department and Detention Centers 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) account (BLD089) 600100-30-11320. 
 
CONCURRENCES:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  The complete Bid Tabulation may be viewed on-line at:  
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/purch-pur-1442-bidtab.pdf 
 
AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 

Agenda Report Form  

https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/purch-pur-1442-bidtab.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/purch-pur-1442-bidtab.pdf


PUR-1442
Paving Repair at the Washington County Sheriff's Department and Detention Center

Craig Paving, Inc. 
Hagerstown, MD

Huntzberry Brothers, 
Inc.                                                                                

Smithsburg, MD

Advantage Landscape 
and Construction 
Hagerstown, MD

Paving repair/patching, removing weeds from cracks.
Milling around concrete, drains and all areas necessary to
maintain existing elevations. Overlaying 10,863.49 square
yards/entire area with 1.5" or 2", 2" where applicable and in
accordance with standard plates. The face of the asphalt
shall be 9.5 mm at the Washington County Sheriff's Office
and Detention Center, located at 500 Western Maryland
Pkwy., Hagerstown, MD  21740.

$118,484.00 $122,945.00 $125,000.00

Remarks:

All pricing are subject to Asphalt escalation.  
Monthly Liquid Asphalt Index $461.67.

Advantage Landscape and Construction

Bids Opened: 11-13-2019  



        

        
 

 
Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  Intergovernmental Cooperative Purchase (INTG-19-0025) Playground Equipment for Parks and 
Facilities 
 
PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 
 
PRESENTATION BY: Rick Curry, CPPO, Director, Purchasing Department and Danny Hixon, Operations 
Supervisor of Parks and Facilities   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Move to authorize, by Resolution the Parks and Facilities Department to purchase 
playground equipment from Miracle Recreation Equipment Company of Monett, MS and to utilize the Sourcewell 
contract No. 030117-LTS for the total amount of $179,714. 
 
REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  Section 106.3 of the Public Local Laws of Washington County grants authorization for the 
County to procure goods or services under contracts entered into by other government entities. On items over 
$50,000, a determination to allow or participate in an intergovernmental cooperative purchasing arrangement shall 
be by Resolution and shall indicate that the participation will provide cost benefits to the county or result in 
administrative efficiencies and savings or provide other justification for the arrangement. 
 
Acquisition of the equipment by utilizing the Sourcewell contract and eliminating our County’s bid process would 
result in administrative efficiencies for the Parks and Facilities Department as well as overall better pricing due to 
economies of scale offered by the subject contract. 
 
Sourcewell is a nationwide strategic sourcing program designed by public purchasing professionals for use by 
government agencies and public-benefit non-profits throughout the country. The County would be purchasing new 
playground equipment to replace the playground equipment at Regional Park.  There will be three (3) areas where 
the new playground equipment will be installed. Area One will include a two (2) deck play structures. Area Two 
will include a four (4) bay and a swing designed for tots. Area Three will contain a play structure that will consist of 
fitness equipment and climbers that are designed for kids 5-12 years old.  Parks and Facilities personnel will 
dismantle and remove the old equipment. The benefit of the outdoor play equipment is that the equipment can help 
children develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually.  

DISCUSSION:  N/A 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Funds in the amount of $242,000 are budgeted in the department’s Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) account REC037. Project funding source: 90% Project Open Space (POS) monies and 10% local match. 
 
CONCURRENCES:   Director, Public Works  
 
ALTERNATIVES:  1) Do not award the purchase of the playground equipment and process our own bid for the 
equipment in which pricing would not be as favorable, or (2) utilize the Sourcewell contract which does offer better 
pricing because of the economies of scale.  

ATTACHMENTS:  Miracle Recreation Equipment Company’s Quote, dated October 29, 2019  

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A   

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 

Agenda Report Form  









Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  Change Order Request – Repair of Airport Fire Fighting Vehicle 

PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY:  Rick Curry, CPPO, Director of Purchasing and Garrison Plessinger, 
Director, Hagerstown Regional Airport 

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to approve a Change Order Request in amount of 
$42,246.44, the following account 45-45080 will be utilized to cover the cost of the repairs to the 
Airport Fire Fighting Vehicle.  

REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  On May 7, 2019 the Board approved the repair work for a 1999 Oshkosh 
fire fighting vehicle in the amount of $59,371 to Emergency Specialist Vehicle, Inc. of 
Hagerstown, MD. The intent of the scope of work is to repair and/or replace non-working 
equipment, parts, and service the vehicle and generator. The vendor will be tasked with removing 
and replacing the existing thermal imaging camera, removing and replacing the existing turret to 
name a few of the items that will be repaired/replaced prior to the unit being ready for in-service 
and added the department’s fleet of vehicles. The scope work was written with knowledge that 
some of the repair would be undetermined until the successful bidder had the opportunity to 
dismantle/disassemble some of the items that needed repaired.  

DISCUSSION:  N/A 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Funds are budgeted in the department’s CIP account 35-45010-EQP031. 

CONCURRENCES:  Interim County Administrator   

ALTERNATIVES:  N/A 

ATTACHMENTS:  Emergency Specialist Vehicle’s Quote, dated November 21, 2019  and 
Change Order

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 

Agenda Report Form 











REPAIR OF AIRPORT FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLE 

 
On May 17, 2019 the Board approved the repair work for a 1999 Oshkosh fire fighting vehicle in the amount of $59,371 to Emergency 
Vehicle Specialist, Inc. of Hagerstown, MD. The intent of the scope of work is to repair and/or replace non-working equipment, parts, 
and service the vehicle and generator. The vendor was tasked with removing and replacing the existing thermal imaging camera, 
removing and replacing the existing turret to name a few of the items that will be repaired/replaced prior to the unit being ready for in- 
service and added the department’s fleet of vehicles. The scope work was written with knowledge that some of the repair would be 
undetermined until the successful bidder had the opportunity to dismantle/disassemble some of the items that needed repaired. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WASHINGTON COUNTY MARYLAND 

100 WEST WASHINGTON STREET, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21740-4735 
CHANGE ORDER 

 

TO: 
Consultant: 
Contractor: 
Vendor: 

 

Change Order No. Purchase Order No. 
 

Contract No. Oracle Account No. 
 

Project Title: Date: Nov 21, 2019 
 

The contract time will: increase decrease remain the same  by: 255 calendar days working days 

Description of Change: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reason for Change: 

 

The completion date, incorporating the changes included in this change order, is: 

The original contract sum was: $59,371.00 

Net changes by previous change orders: $0.00 

Contract sum prior to this change order: $59,371.00 

By this Change Order, the contract sum will be changed by: $42,246.44 

The new contract sum including this change order will be: $101,617.44 

The Consultant/Contractor/Vendor shall not commence with the work described hereon until this form is executed by all agents. 
 

Consultant: Finance: 
 

Contractor/Vendor: Purchasing: 
 

Approving Agency: County Administrator: 
 

Outside County Entities: Please email the signed form to ChangeOrder@washco-md.net. 

 
After a thorough evaluation of HGR's 1999 Oshkosh fire fighting vehicle, Emergency Vehicle Specialist determined more items needed 
repaired and/or replaced than estimated in their initial estimate and the bid document's original scope of work The "unknowns / 
undetermined" repairs are described in the Estimate for Order #059000 dated 10/16/2019. 

 
 
EMERGENCY VEHICLE SPECIALIST 

WASHCO TBD 

PUR-1416 35-35-45010-EQP031 

mailto:ChangeOrder@washco-md.net
mailto:ChangeOrder@washco-md.net


 

 

Open Session Item 

SUBJECT: City/County - Fire, Rescue and EMS Automatic/Mutual Aid Memorandum of 
Understanding 
 
PRESENTATION DATE: December 3, 2019  
 
PRESENTATION BY:  R. David Hays, Director, Division of Emergency Services (DES), Steve 
Lohr, Fire Chief, City of Hagerstown 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Motion to adopt the Fire. Rescue and EMS Automatic/Mutual Aid 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), as presented, between the City of Hagerstown and the 
Washington County Board of County Commissioners. 

 
REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  Resolution RS2014-17 establishes that the Board of County Commissioners 
serves as they Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) over all matters involving fire, rescue and EMS in 
Washington County, MD.  Additionally, the City of Hagerstown (the City), being a sovereign 
municipality has provided within its charter the obligation and responsibility to provide fire 
protection to its Citizens within the corporate limits of the City boundaries.  In doing so, the City is 
recognized as the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) for fire protection services within the City.  
The City employs a career Fire Chief and subsequent career staff to guarantee a specified level of 
service within the City boundary. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The Division of Emergency Services and the Hagerstown Fire Department have 
been working collectively over the past two- and one-half years to develop this MOU. The MOU 
would formalize fire, Rescue and EMS services in each jurisdiction for which it serves as the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction.  
 
Both agencies have solidified language and direction that meets the obligations of both the BOCC 
and the Mayor and Council respectively.  The MOU has been vetted through County, City and 
WCVFRA legal counsel with no stated objections.  The Emergency Services Advisory Council has 
reviewed the MOU and offers it’s full support by unanimous vote (11/07/2019). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
CONCURRENCES:   Director of Emergency Services, Hagerstown Fire Chief, County Attorney, 
City Attorney 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  Not adopt the MOU and continue with current verbal agreements 

ATTACHMENTS:  City/County Fire, Rescue and EMS Automatic/Mutual Aid Agreement 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 

Agenda Report Form  
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AUTOMATIC AND MUTUAL AID FIREFIGHTING, RESCUE, 
AND EMS AGREEMENT 

 
 This Automatic and Mutual Aid Firefighting, Rescue, and EMS1 Agreement 
(“Agreement”) is made this ______ day of _____________, 2019, by and between the 
Mayor and Council of the City of Hagerstown, Maryland, a body corporate and politic 
(“City”), and the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, a 
body corporate and politic and a political subdivision of the State of Maryland 
(“County”). The City and the County may sometimes be referred to in this Agreement 
individually as a Party or a Jurisdiction and collectively as the Parties or the Jurisdictions. 
 

RECITALS 
 
 The Parties hereto maintain respective equipment and personnel for the 
suppression of fires, rescue, and EMS services (collectively “Services”) within their 
respective boundaries. 
 
 The Parties wish to enter into this Agreement to provide for cooperative Services 
and to augment Services in their respective boundaries. 
 
 The City and the County agree to provide the Services which they are respectively 
able to provide pursuant to this Agreement. 
  

The City has control over paid employees of the City and agrees to provide those 
Services over which it has control. The County has control over fire protection and rescue 
services in Washington County, Maryland, pursuant to the following: (1) Sections 10-401 
and 10-402 of the Code of Public Local Laws for Washington County, Maryland, and (2) 
a Resolution Establishing Standards for Volunteer Fire, Rescue, and Ambulance 
Departments, Resolution No. RS-2014-17, adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners on October 14, 2014. 
 

The County and City agree to dispatch the resources referenced above by sending 
the closest appropriate Services in response to a request for Automatic Aid or Mutual Aid 
in accordance with industry best practices. 
 
 The Parties deem this Agreement to be mutually beneficial to render Aid to one 
another in accordance with the terms set forth herein. 
 

                                                 
1 Emergency Medical Services 



 

Page 2 of 6 

TERMS & PROVISIONS 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises 
contained herein, the Parties agree as follows: 

 
1. Recitals – The foregoing recitals be and are hereby incorporated herein by 

reference. 
 
2. Terms – The following terms are defined in this Agreement as stated: 

 
a. Aid: Any Services rendered by a Jurisdiction to the other pursuant to this 

Agreement. Aid shall be provided by the Parties’ employees or agents who 
possess all required state and local training, licenses, and certifications 
required for the provision of Services. 

 
b. Automatic Aid: Services provided immediately for an emergency response 

and/or request for Aid. At least 50% of a Jurisdiction’s firefighting capacity 
must remain within that Jurisdiction when it is providing Automatic Aid. The 
Automatic Aid dispatch will include any fire, rescue, and/or EMS units as 
dispatched by “company” or specific “unit.” It is the intent of the City to limit 
initial Automatic Aid resources to two engines, one aerial, and one chief officer 
until such time as additional staffed ready reserve units are either transferred 
into the City or controlled via the career callback system. 

 
c. Mutual Aid: Services provided upon request for an emergency response 

and/or request for Aid. 
 
d. First-Due Host Jurisdiction (FDHJ): The Party within whose geographic 

boundaries the emergency response and/or request for Aid is located. 
 
e. Automatic Aid Jurisdiction: The Party whose geographic boundaries are 

outside the FDHJ but who represents the closest department and/or company 
to an emergency response and/or request for Aid and, therefore, is 
appropriately dispatched immediately along with the FDHJ. 

 
f. Mutual Aid Jurisdiction: The Party whose geographic boundaries are outside 

the FDHJ where the emergency response and/or request for Aid is located. 
 
g. Incident Commander: The on-scene unit officer, company officer, or chief 

officer who has assumed operational control (“Command”) of an incident and 
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is responsible for establishing and updating the incident goals, strategies, and 
tactics and the deployment of assigned resources accordingly. “Command” 
shall be established by the first arriving unit at the scene of every incident. 
Command will be continuously maintained from the arrival of the first unit 
until the departure of the last unit from the incident scene. However, the 
individual serving as the Incident Commander may change several times 
throughout the incident as higher levels of command authority, experience, 
and/or ability are required or as the incident spans multiple operational 
periods. 

 
h. Region: The area consisting of the City of Hagerstown, Maryland, and 

Washington County, Maryland. 
 

3. Mutual Aid Requests – A Jurisdiction is authorized to request Mutual Aid 
pursuant to this Agreement whenever it is deemed advisable by the FDHJ or by the 
Incident Commander. 
 

4. In-Kind Service Delivery – Each Party shall provide Services to ensure an 
equitable level of in-kind service delivery (including vehicles, equipment, and staff) 
between the Parties. 
 

5. Automatic Aid Unit – When appropriate during an emergency response, the 
Washington County Emergency Communications Center (“WCECC”), utilizing 
computer-aided-dispatch (CAD) procedures, shall determine the Automatic Aid 
Jurisdiction unit’s or units’ current location and availability for emergency response. If 
the Automatic Aid Jurisdiction unit(s) is/are available, the WCECC shall immediately 
dispatch the Automatic Aid Jurisdiction’s unit or units and simultaneously dispatch the 
FDHJ’s unit or units. 

 
6. Incident Command – Whenever a fire, rescue, or EMS service, department, or 

company is called to provide service in the Region, the first service, department, or 
company to arrive will establish Incident Command as prescribed by the National 
Incident Management System (“NIMS”). Each Party will be responsible for training its 
respective personnel and will ensure that its personnel are properly and adequately 
trained in the NIMS. 

 
7. Reimbursement of Costs – The Parties will perform all obligations under this 

Agreement without reimbursement from each other, unless by agreement or otherwise 
specified by law, court order, or other legally binding authority. Nothing in this 
Agreement will be construed to prevent either Party from seeking reimbursement of the 
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costs of Services from third parties, including other individuals or entities or from state 
or federal funding sources as permitted by law. Each Party will be responsible for 
payment of workers’ compensation, death, and any other applicable benefits to its own 
employees or agents who are injured or killed while carrying out operations and activities 
in furtherance of this Agreement to the same extent as if the injury or death occurred in 
the normal course of employment in the affected individual’s employing Jurisdiction, 
without regard to geographical location of the precipitating event. Nothing in this 
Agreement will be construed against the City with respect to the computation of the tax 
differential applied to City taxpayers. Nothing in this Agreement will be construed 
against the County with respect to the computation of the tax differential applied to City 
taxpayers. The Washington County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association, Inc. and its 
member companies will not be billed, nor have any expectation to pay, for any expenses 
or costs incurred as a result of providing any Services pursuant to this Agreement. 

 
8. Waiver of Claims – Each Party waives all claims or potential claims against the 

other Party for the compensation of any loss, damage, personal injury, or death resulting 
from the performance of the Parties’ respective obligations under this Agreement. 

 
9. Integration – This Agreement is the Parties’ final and complete agreement and 

supersedes all prior mutual aid or other related agreements for Services between the 
Parties. Either Party may propose amendments to this Agreement from time to time, but 
no amendment will be effective without the written consent of both Parties. 

 
10. Effectiveness – This Agreement will become effective on the date signed by 

both Parties and will remain in full force and effect until cancelled by written mutual 
agreement of the Parties or upon ninety (90) days’ written notice by one Party to the other 
Party. 

 
11. Purpose and Immunity – All services performed by the Parties and their 

respective employees or agents, as well as expenditures made under this Agreement, will 
be deemed to be for public and governmental purposes. All immunities from liability 
enjoyed by federal, state, and local governments within each Party’s boundaries will 
extend to each Party’s respective participation and activities in rendering Services outside 
each Party’s respective boundaries under this Agreement. 

 
12. Liability and Damages – To the extent permitted by applicable law, each Party 

shall be responsible for their respective agents’ and employees’ acts and omissions 
conducted within the scope of their duties and causing injury to persons or property. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, neither Party shall be responsible to the other Party for 
punitive damages assessed against their respective employees or agents or for any 
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criminal conduct of their respective employees or agents. Nothing herein shall be deemed 
as a waiver of sovereign immunity or any other defense available to either Party. 

 
13. Assignment and Applicability – This Agreement cannot be assigned without 

the written consent of both Parties. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to 
the benefit of the Parties’ respective successors and assigns. 

 
14. Applicable Law – This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Maryland. 
 
15. Notices – Notices required under this Agreement are effective if given to the 

following, unless updated notice information is provided by either Party to the other in 
the future: 

 
If to the City: 
Steven Lohr, Chief 
City of Hagerstown Fire Department 
25 West Church Street 
Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 
With a courtesy copy to: 
Jason Morton 
Salvatore & Morton, LLC 
82 West Washington Street, Suite 100 
Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 
If to the County: 
R. David Hays, Director 
Washington County Division of Emergency Services 
16232 Elliott Parkway 
Williamsport, MD  21795 
 
With a courtesy copy to: 
Kirk C. Downey, County Attorney 
Office of the County Attorney 
100 West Washington Street, Suite 1101 
Hagerstown, MD  21740 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly 

executed and delivered. 
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    MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
ATTEST:   HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 
 
 
_____________________________   By: _____________________________ 
Donna K. Spickler, Clerk    Robert E. Bruchey, II, Mayor 
 
 
Approved as to form and  Recommended for approval: 
legal sufficiency: 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Jason Morton, City Attorney  Steven Lohr, City Fire Chief 
 
 
    BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
    OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
ATTEST:   MARYLAND 
 
 
_____________________________   By: _____________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
   
 
Approved as to form and  Recommended for approval: 
legal sufficiency: 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Kirk C. Downey, County Attorney  R. David Hays, Director, Division of 
    Emergency Services 



 

 

Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC HEARING- Repeal, Enactment, and Adoption 

 Repeal the 2015 Maryland Building Performance Standards, with local amendments 
(i.e. the International Building Code, the International Residential Code, and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 Editions) 

 Enact the 2018 Maryland Building Performance Standards, with local amendments 
(i.e. the International Building Code, the International Residential Code, the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Editions) 
 

 Repeal the 2015 International Existing Building Code, with local amendments 
 Enact the 2018 International Existing Building Code, with local amendments 

 
 Repeal the 2015 International Plumbing Code, with local amendments, the 2015 

International Mechanical Code, with local amendments, and the 2015 International 
Fuel Gas Code, with local amendments 

 Enact the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition; the International Mechanical 
Code, 2018 Edition, and the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, all with 
local amendments 

 
 Repeal the 2014 National Electrical Code, with local amendments 
 Enact the 2017 National Electrical Code, with local amendments 

 
 Adopt an Ordinance with amendments to the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - 

Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local amendments and Repeal 
ORD-2015-33 

 
 Adopt a Resolution Adopting Fee Schedule for Civil Citations and Repealing 

Resolution No. RS-2015-23 
 

 Adopt an Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to Adopt Fee Schedules Providing for 
the Collection of Fees for all Building/Trade Work Performed in Washington 
County, Maryland" 

 
PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY: Rich Eichelberger, Director/Code Official, Division of 
Construction; Frank Quillen, Chief Plans Examiner/Deputy Code Official, Division of 
Construction; Ashley Holloway, Director, Division of Plan Review and Permitting 

 
RECOMMENDEDATION:  N/A 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 

Agenda Report Form  



 
REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  This public hearing is being held for the purpose of considering the 
repeal, enactment, or adoption of the above-referenced codes, ordinances, or resolutions. 

 
The 2018 Building/Trade Code adoption, as required by the State of Maryland, includes 

State Building Performance Standards and Washington County local amendments. Local 
amendments allow for some modification to the new codes for consistency and coordination with 
customers as well as external agencies. 

As with prior code cycles, a 2018 Building/Trade Code Review was performed by 
various government, design, and construction representatives. The volunteer committee 
members met once a week for several months to review hundreds of pages of code. The purpose 
of the review was to consider safety, consistency, common sense, and customer service across 
agencies in the proposed amendments. 

DISCUSSION:  Effective March 25, 2019, the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing 
and Regulation (DLLR), now Department of Labor adopted the International Building Code 
(IBC) 2018, the International Residential Code (IRC) 2018, and the International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) 2018, as modified by DLLR, as the revised 2018 Maryland 
Building Performance Standards (MBPS), and 2018 Editions of the International Existing 
Building Code, International Mechanical Code, International Plumbing Code, and the 2017 
Edition of the National Electrical Code. All localities in Maryland are required to adopt the 
stated adopted codes, with or without modification. 

As part of the 2018 Building/Trade Code adoption process, it is necessary to repeal 
any existing resolution or ordinance associated with permit fees and civil citations and adopt 
a new resolution or ordinance that references the adopted 2018 Building/Trade Codes. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 

CONCURRENCES:  Washington County 2018 Building/Trade Code Review Committee, 
Washington County Plumbing and Mechanical Board, Electrical Board of Examiners and 
Supervisors,  

ALTERNATIVES:  N/A 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  The proposed ordinances adopting the 2018 Maryland Building 
Performance Standards, the 2018 International Existing Building Code, trade codes, locals 
amendments thereto, and related ordinance and resolution are available online with this 
Agenda Report Form and also on the County’s web page at www.washco-md.net. 

VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A 

http://www.washco-md.net/
http://www.washco-md.net/
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE, 2015 
EDITION, AS PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, WITH 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS, AND TO ENACT THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL 
CODE, 2018 EDITION, AS PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE 

COUNCIL, WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
MARYLAND 

 
RECITALS 

 
 The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland (the “Board”), 

being concerned with providing protection for the consumer, general public, and owners and 

occupants of buildings and structures in Washington County, adopted by Ordinance No. ORD-

2015-30 on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016, the 2015 International Mechanical Code, 

as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County, 

Maryland. 

 It has been recommended that the Board adopt the International Mechanical Code, 2018 

Edition, which is more up-to-date and which provides greater safeguards for the consumer, general 

public, and owners and occupants of buildings and structures in Washington County, Maryland, if 

implemented, and provides for minimum regulations governing the design, installation, and 

construction of mechanical systems. 

 A public hearing was held on ___________, 2019, following due notice and advertisement 

of the text of the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments, including 

Appendix A. 

 Public comment was received, reviewed, and considered concerning the repeal of the 2015 

International Mechanical Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 

amendments, and the adoption of the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated 

by the International Code Council, with local amendments, including Appendix A. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2015 International 

Mechanical Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments, 

adopted by Ordinance No. ORD-2015-30, the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 

County, Maryland on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the International 

Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 

amendments, including Appendix A, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, is 

enacted with the following insertions, amendments and additions: 

Section 101.1   Amended 
Sections 101.1.1-101.1.8 Added 
Section 103.1   Amended 
Section 106.5.2   Amended 
Section 106.5.3   Deleted 
Section 108.4   Amended 
Section 108.4.1   Added 

Section 108.5   Amended 
Section 109.1   Amended 
Section 109.2   Deleted 
Section 306.3   Amended 
Section 504.8.2   Amended 
Appendix A   Adopted 
Appendix B   Deleted

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CHAPTER 1 – ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 101, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
  

Section 101.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

101.1  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Mechanical Code of Washington 
County, Maryland, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

 
Sections 101.1.1 through 101.1.7 are added to read as follows: 

 
 101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on _____________, 2019, effective 
________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as part 
of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
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101.1.2 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code, shall mean the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, as 
promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, 
with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on ____________, 2019, 
effective _____________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland. 
 
 101.1.3 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
NFPA70:National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on 
_____________, 2019, effective ___________, 20__, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 
1, 2008, and amended on ___________, 2019 effective ________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.4 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall mean 
the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
 101.1.5 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__. 
   
 101.1.6  International Building Code.  Any reference to the International Building Code 
shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted on ___________, 2009, effective ________, 20__, by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
 
 101.1.7  International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas Code 
shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland, on ____________, 2019, effective __________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.8 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 
Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, 
as promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted on ____________, 2019, 
effective _________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland, as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
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SECTION 103, DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL INSPECTIONS, is amended as follows: 
   
 Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 103.1 General.  The Director of the Washington County Division of Construction shall be 
known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of Construction shall be 
known as Deputy Code Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all 
provisions of this code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Official shall be referred to singularly 
or collectively as the Code Official. 

 
SECTION 106, PERMITS, is amended as follows: 

 
Section 106.5.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
106.5.2 Fee schedule.  The fees for all mechanical work shall be paid as required in 

accordance with the schedule as established by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland. 

 
Section 106.5.3 is deleted in its entirety. 
 

SECTION 108, VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 108.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 

108.4 Criminal penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates any of the 
provisions of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction 
documents or directive of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions 
of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than Two Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one (1) year, or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after 
due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
Section 108.4.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

 108.4.1 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates any of the 
provisions of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction 
documents or directive of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions 
of this code, shall be guilty of a civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance with Md. 
Code, Local Government Article, § 6-102, et seq.  The fine for a civil offense shall be established 
by resolution by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. Each day 
that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 
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 Section 108.5 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 108.5  Stop work orders.  Upon notice from the Code Official that mechanical work is 
being done contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work 
shall immediately cease.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the 
property, or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the work.  The notice shall state the 
conditions under which work is authorized to resume.  Where an emergency exists, the code official 
shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.  Any person who shall 
continue any work on the system after having been served with a stop work order, except such work 
as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a 
fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00). 
 
SECTION 109, MEANS OF APPEAL, is amended as follows: 
 

Section 109.1 is amended to read as follows:  
  
109.1  Application for appeal.  Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision of the 

Code Official to the Washington County Plumbing/Mechanical Board (the “Plumbing/Mechanical 
Board”).  An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of this code or the 
rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this code do 
not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction is proposed.  The application shall 
be filed on a form obtained from the code official within twenty (20) days after the notice was 
served.  All appeals shall be heard in accordance with the rules, regulations, and procedures adopted 
by the Plumbing/Mechanical Board. 
   

Section 109.2 is deleted in its entirety.  
  

CHAPTER 3, GENERAL REGULATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 306, ACCESS AND SERVICE SPACE, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 306.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 306.3 Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an opening 
and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.  The 
passageway shall not be less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not 
more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length measured along the centerline of the passageway from the 
opening to the appliance. The passageway shall have continuous solid flooring not less than 24 
inches (610 mm) wide.  A level service space not less than 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 30 inches 
(762 mm) wide shall be present at the front or service side of the appliance.  The clear access 
opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), and large 
enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. Access shall be by a pull-down or fixed stairway. 
 
CHAPTER 5, EXHAUST SYSTEMS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 504, CLOTHES DRYER EXHAUST, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 504.8.2 is amended to read as follows: 
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 504.8.2 Duct Installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at 4-foot (1219 mm) intervals 
and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the adjoining duct or fitting in the 
directions of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with screws or similar fasteners that protrude into 
the inside of the duct. Where dryer exhaust ducts are enclosed in wall or ceiling cavities, such 
cavities shall allow the installation of the duct without deformation.  
 

*** 
 

APPENDICES 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPENDIX IS HEREBY ADOPTED: 
 

APPENDIX A - CHIMNEY CONNECTOR PASS-THROUGHS 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPENDIX IS HEREBY DELETED IN ITS ENTIRETY: 
 

APPENDIX B - RECOMMENDED PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
 
 

 
 Adopted this ____ day of __________, 2019. 
 Effective the _____ day of ________, 20___. 
 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
 
       
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
 
___________________________________ 
B. Andrew Bright 
Assistant County Attorney 
 

 
 
 
Mail to: 
County Attorney’s Office 
100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 

 
\\washco-md.net\CountyAttorney\Documents\Permits\International Mechanical Code - Adoption of 2018 IMC\ORD\Ordinance 
adopting 2018 IMC - draft (vlg).doc 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-__ 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE 2018 MARYLAND BUILDING PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS AS ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF MARYLAND (COMAR 05.02.07), 

WITH MODIFICATIONS, AND SUBJECT TO LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND  

 
 

RECITALS 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland (the "Board") by 

Curative Ordinance No. ORD-2016-04 adopted on March 1, 2016, effective March 1, 2016, 

(correcting Ordinance No. ORD-2015-27 adopted on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 

2016), adopted the International Building Code, 2015 Edition (IBC), the International Residential 

Code, 2015 Edition (IRC), and the International Energy Conservation Code, 2015 Edition (IECC), 

promulgated by the International Code Council as the Maryland Building Performance Standards 

(the "2015 Standards"). 

 The State of Maryland has updated and adopted, with modifications, the International 

Building Code, 2018 Edition (IBC), the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition (IRC), and 

the International Energy Conservation Code, the 2018 Edition (IECC), promulgated by the 

International Code Council as the Maryland Building Performance Standards (the "2018 

Standards"). 

 Chapter 294 of the Acts of the 2009 Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland provides 

that local jurisdictions shall implement and enforce the most current version of the Standards and 

any local amendments to the Standards. 

 The Board now desires to adopt the 2018 Standards as adopted by the State of Maryland, 

with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland.  

 A public hearing was held on ____________, 2019, following due notice and 

advertisement of the text of the 2018 Standards as adopted by the State of Maryland, subject to 

local amendments for Washington County, Maryland. 
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 Public comment was received, reviewed, and considered concerning the adoption of the 

Standards. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that ORD-2016-04 and ORD-2015-27 adopting 

the 2015 Standards be REPEALED.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Board of County Commissioners of 

Washington County, Maryland hereby ADOPTS the 2018 Maryland Building Performance 

Standards as adopted by the State of Maryland, the contents of which are incorporated herein by 

reference and subject to the local amendments as set forth in ARTICLES I, II, and III, attached 

hereto. 

ARTICLE I: Local Amendments to the International Building Code, 2018 Edition 
ARTICLE II: Local Amendments to the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition 
ARTICLE III: Local Amendments to the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 

Edition 
 

 
Adopted this ____ day of ______________, 2019. 
Effective the ____ day of __________, 2019. 

 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
       
 
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
 
___________________________________ 
B. Andrew Bright 
Assistant County Attorney    Mail to: 
       Office of the County Attorney 
       100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
       Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 
 
 
 
 
\\washco-md.net\CountyAttorney\Documents\Permits\Maryland Building Performance Standards 2018 adoption (IBC, IRC, 
IECC)\ORD\Ordinance adopting 2018 MBPS (IRC, IBC, IECC).docx 
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ARTICLE I 
 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, 2018 EDITION 

 The International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as adopted by the State of Maryland in the 
Maryland Building Performance Standards (COMAR 05.02.07) is hereby amended with the 
following insertions, amendments and additions: 
 
Section 101.1   Amended 
Sections 101.1.1 – 101.1.11 Added 
Section 103.1   Amended 
Section 104.10   Amended 
Section 105.2   Amended 
Section 105.8   Added 
Section 106   Deleted 
Section 107.2.6.1  Deleted 
Section 109.4   Amended 
Section 110.3.3   Deleted 
Section 110.3.3 Note  Added 
Section 114.4   Amended 
Section 114.5   Added 
Section 202   Amended 
Section 305.2.3   Amended 
Section 308.5.4               Amended 
Section 311.1.1    Amended 
Section 501.2   Amended 
Section 901.6   Amended 
Section 903.2.1.2  Amended 
Chapter 11   Deleted 

Chapter 11 Note  Added 
Section 1507.16   Amended 
Sections 1507.16.2 - 1507.16.5 Added 
Section 1512.1   Amended 
Sections 1512.2 - 1512.5 Added 
Section 1607.2   Amended 
Table 1607.1   Amended 
Section 1608.2   Amended 
Section 1809.5   Amended 
Table 1809.7   Amended 
Table 2304.10.1   Amended 
Section 2308.3.1  Amended 
Section 2406.1.5  Added 
Chapter 27 - Electrical  Deleted 
Chapter 27- Electrical Note        Added 
Section 3001.1   Amended 
Section 3109.1 – 3109.5  Amended 
Appendices B, C, N AND H Adopted 
Appendices A, D, E, F, G, 
   I, J, K , L and M  Deleted 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CHAPTER 1 – ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 101, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
  
 Section 101.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 101.1 Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of Washington County, 
Maryland, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
  

Sections 101.1.1 through 101.1.11 are added and shall read as follows: 
 
 101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as amended or restated from 
time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on _____________, 2019, effective __________, 20__, 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
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 101.1.2 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code, shall mean the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, as 
promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, 
with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on __________, 2019, 
effective __________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland. 
 
 101.1.3 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
NFPA70:National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, 
with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective _________, 
2019, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 
1, 2008, and amended on ____________, 2019, effective _________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.4 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall mean 
the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
 101.1.5 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective on ___________, 20__. 
  
 101.1.6 International Property Maintenance Code.  Any reference to the International 
Property Maintenance Code shall mean the Washington County Livability Code adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on November 1, 1988, effective 
January 1, 1989, Revision 1 adopted and effective May 9, 2006, and as may be amended or restated 
from time to time. 
 
 101.1.7 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to the International Mechanical 
Code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.8  International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas Code 
shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated from 
time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective __________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.9 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 
Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, 
as may be amended or restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code 
Council, adopted on _____________, 2019, effective _________, 20__, by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland Building Performance 
Standards. 
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101.1.10 Flood-Resistant Construction.  All sections of this code relating to applicable 
requirements for flood hazard areas shall refer to the Washington County Floodplain Management 
Ordinance adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on 
May 16, 2017, effective August 15, 2017, as may be amended or restated from time to time. 
 
 101.1.11 Supplementary Accessibility Requirements.  All sections of this code relating 
to applicable requirements for handicapped accessibility issues of references to Chapter 11 shall 
refer to the Maryland Accessibility Code, (COMAR 05.02.02), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
SECTION 103, DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY, is amended as follows: 
   
 Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 103.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The Director of the Washington County Division 
of Construction shall be known as the Building Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the 
Division of Construction shall be known as Deputy Building Official and is hereby authorized and 
directed to administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  The Building Official and Deputy 
Building Official shall be referred to singularly or collectively as the Building Official. 
 
SECTION 104, DUTIES AND POWERS OF BUILDING OFFICIAL 
   
 Section 104.10 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 104.10 Modifications.  Wherever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out 
the provisions of this code, the Building Official shall have the authority to grant modifications for 
individual cases, upon application of the owner or owner’s representative, provided the building 
official shall first find that special individual reason makes the strict letter of this code impractical 
and the modification is in compliance with the intent and purpose of this code and that such 
modification does not lessen health, accessibility, life and fire safety, or structural requirements.  
The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the Division 
of Plan Review and Permitting. 
 
SECTION 105, PERMITS, is amended as follows: 

 Section 105.2, Work exempt from permit, Building, 1, 4, 9 & 12 are amended to read 
as follows: 

  
105.2 Work exempt from permit.   
 

*** 
 Building: 
 
  1. One-story detached accessory structures, of wood or metal construction, 
 not used for human habitation, provided the floor area does not exceed 400 square feet. 
 

*** 
 

4. Retaining walls that retain less than 36-inches of unbalanced backfill 
unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. 

 
*** 
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  9. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy, as 
 applicable in Section 101.2 which are less than 24 inches (610 mm) deep. 
 

*** 
 
  12. Noncombustible awnings or canopies shaped to positively shed snow 
 and supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches from the 
 exterior wall and have a maximum height of four (4) feet and a maximum width of eight 
 (8) feet.  Awnings or canopies with proposed lighting as an integral part or that are 
 intended to be used as a sign shall require a permit. 
 

*** 
  

No. 14 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

14. Agricultural Building in accordance with Section 202. (A structure 
designed and constructed to house farm implements, hay, grain poultry, livestock or other 
horticultural products.  This structure shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of 
employment where agricultural products are processed, treated or packaged, nor shall it be 
used by the public.) 

 
 Section 105.8 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 105.8 Withholding of permits.  Wherever the Building Official shall find that any person, 
agent, firm or corporation, whether as owner, lessee or occupant, is in violation of the provisions 
of this code or of the rules and regulations of any other department or agency of Washington County 
in connection with the erection, maintenance, use or repair of buildings, structures, lands or 
equipment thereon or therein, he may refuse to grant any further permits or inspections until all 
violations have been corrected and approved. 
 
SECTION 106, FLOOR AND ROOF DESIGN LOADS, is deleted in its entirety. 

 
SECTION 107, SUBMITTAL DOCUMENTS, is amended as follows: 

 
Section 107.2.6.1, Design flood elevations, is deleted in its entirety. 
 
Section 107.2.8, Relocatable buildings. is amended to read as follows: 
 
107.2.8 Relocatable buildings. Construction documents for relocatable buildings shall 

comply with Section 3113. 
 

SECTION 109, FEES, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 109.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 109.4 Work commencing before permit issuance.  Any person who commences any 
work on a building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system before obtaining the 
necessary permits shall be subject to one hundred percent (100%) of the usual permit fee in addition 
to the required permit fees. 
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SECTION 110, INSPECTIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 110.3.3 Lowest floor elevation, is deleted in its entirety. 

 [Add] NOTE:  For the applicable requirements concerning flood hazard areas, refer to the 
Washington County Floodplain Management Ordinance adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on May 16, 2017, effective August 15, 2017, as 
may be amended or restated from time to time. 
 
SECTION 114, VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows: 

 Section 114.4 is amended to read as follows: 

114.4 Criminal penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a 
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction 
documents or directive of the building official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the 
provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by 
imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation 
continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
Section 114.5 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

 114.5 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity that violates a provision of 
this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, constructs, alters, 
or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall 
be guilty of a civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance with Md. Code, Local 
Government Article, §6-102, et seq.  The penalty for a civil offense shall be established by 
resolution by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. Each day that 
a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

CHAPTER 2, DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 

SECTION 202, DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 

The following definition is amended to read as follows: 

TOWNHOUSE.  A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or more 
attached units in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with open space on at least 
two sides and is separated by a property line. 

The following definitions are added and shall read as follows: 

AGRICULTURE.  The raising of farm products for use or sale, including animal or 
poultry husbandry, animal husbandry facilities, aquaculture, and the growing of crops such as grain, 
vegetables, fruit, grass for pasture or sod, trees, shrubs, flowers and similar products of the soil.  

AGRICULTURAL OPERATION.  Any parcel of land that has an agricultural 
assessment as determined by the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation. 
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CHAPTER 3, USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION, is amended as follows: 

SECTION 305, EDUCATIONAL GROUP E, is amended as follows: 
   
 Section 305.2.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 305.2.3 Eight or fewer children in a dwelling unit.  A facility such as the above within a 
dwelling unit and having eight or fewer children receiving such day care shall be classified as a 
Group R-3 occupancy or shall comply with the International Residential Code. 
 
SECTION 308, INSTITUTIONAL GROUP I 

 Section 308.5.4 is amended to read as follows: 

 308.5.4 Eight or fewer persons receiving care in a dwelling unit.  A facility such as the 
above within a dwelling unit and having eight or fewer persons receiving custodial care shall be 
classified as a Group R-3 occupancy or shall comply with the International Residential Code. 

SECTION 311, STORAGE GROUP S 

 Section 311.1.1 is amended to read as follows: 

 311.1.1 Accessory Storage Spaces. A room or space used for storage purposes that is less 
than 100 square feet (9.3 m²) in area and accessory to another occupancy shall be classified as part 
of that occupancy. The aggregate area of such rooms or spaces shall not exceed the allowable area 
limits of Section 508.2. 

CHAPTER 5, GENERAL BUILDING HEIGHTS AND AREAS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 501, GENERAL is amended as follows: 

 
 Section 501.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 501.2 Address identification.  New and existing buildings shall be provided with 
approved address numbers or letters.  Each character shall be not less than 6 inches in height and 
not less than 0.5 inch in width.  They shall be installed on a contrasting background and be plainly 
visible from the street or road fronting the property.  When required by the fire code official, address 
numbers shall be provided in additional approved locations to facilitate emergency response.  
Where access is by means of a private road and the building address cannot be viewed from the 
public way, a monument, pole or other approved sign or means shall be used to identify the 
structure.  Address numbers shall be maintained. 

 
CHAPTER 9, FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS, is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

 
SECTION 901 GENERAL, is amended as follows: 

  
Section 901.6 is amended to read as follows: 
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 901.6 Supervisory service.  Where required by the authority having jurisdiction, fire 
protection systems shall be monitored by an approved supervising station in accordance with NFPA 
72. 
 
SECTION 903, AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Sections 903.2.1.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 903.2.1.2 Group A-2.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for fire areas 
containing Group A-2 occupancies and intervening floors of the building where one of the 
following conditions exists: 
 

1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet (464.5m2); 
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 100 or more or a night club with an occupant load 

of 50 or more; or 
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such 

occupancies. 
 
CHAPTER 11, ACCESSIBILITY, is hereby deleted in its entirety. 
 

[Add] NOTE:  For the applicable requirements concerning accessibility requirements 
refer to the Maryland Accessibility Code, (COMAR 05.02.02), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
CHAPTER 15, ROOF ASSEMBLIES AND ROOFSTOP STRUCTURES, is amended as 
follows: 

 
SECTION 1507, REQUIREMENTS FOR ROOF COVERINGS, is amended as follows: 

 
                          Sections 1507.16 is amended to read as follows: 
 
  1507.16 Vegetative roofs, rooftop gardens and landscaped roofs.  Rooftop gardens and 

landscaped roofs shall be installed and maintained in accordance with this chapter and Sections 
1505, 1607.13.3 and the State Fire Prevention Code. 

 
  Sections 1507.16.2 through 1507.16.5 are added and shall read as follows: 

 
 1507.16.2 Rooftop garden or landscaped roof size.  Rooftop garden or landscaped roof 
areas shall not exceed 15,625 square feet (1,450 m2) in size for any single area with a maximum 
dimension of 125 feet (39 m) in length or width.  A minimum 6-foot-wide (1.8 m) clearance 
consisting of a Class A-rated roof system complying with ASTM E 108 or UL 790 shall be provided 
between adjacent rooftop gardens or landscaped roof areas. 
 
 1507.16.3 Rooftop structure and equipment clearance.  For all vegetated roofing 
systems abutting combustible vertical surfaces, a Class A-rated roof system complying with ASTM 
E 108 or UL 790 shall be achieved for a minimum 6-foot-wide (1.8 m) continuous border placed 
around rooftop structures and all rooftop equipment including, but not limited to, mechanical and 
machine rooms, penthouses, skylights, roof vents, solar panels, antenna supports, and building 
service equipment. 
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 1507.16.4 Vegetation.  Vegetation shall be maintained in accordance with Sections 
1507.16.4.1 and 1507.16.4.2. 
 
 1507.16.4.1 Irrigation.  Supplemental irrigation shall be provided to maintain levels of 
hydration necessary to keep green roof plants alive and to keep dry foliage to a minimum. 
 
 1507.16.4.2 Dead foliage.  Excess biomass, such as overgrown vegetation, leaves, and 
other dead and decaying material, shall be removed at regular intervals not less than two times per 
year. 
 
 1507.16.4.3 Maintenance plan.  The Building Official is authorized to require a 
maintenance plan for vegetation placed on roofs due to the size of a roof garden, materials used, or 
when a fire hazard exists to the building or exposures due to the lack of maintenance. 
 

  1507.16.5 Maintenance equipment.  Fueled equipment stored on roofs and used for the 
care and maintenance of vegetation on roofs shall be stored in accordance with the State Fire 
Prevention Code. 
  
SECTION 1512, SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS and MODULES, is amended as 
follows: 

 
                           Sections 1512.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

1512.1 Solar photovoltaic panels and modules.  Solar photovoltaic panels and modules 
installed upon a roof or as an integral part of a roof assembly shall comply with the requirements 
of this code and NFPA 70 and the State Fire Prevention Code. 
 

Exception:  Detached, non-habitable Group U structures including, but not limited to, 
parking shade structures, carports, solar trellises, and similar structures shall not be subject 
to the requirements of this section. 

 
Sections 1512.2 through 1512.5 are added and shall read as follows: 

 
1512.2 Marking.  Marking is required on interior and exterior direct-current (DC) conduit, 

enclosures, raceways, cable assemblies, junction boxes, combiner boxes, and disconnects. 
 
 1512.2.1 Materials.  The materials used for marking shall be reflective, weather resistant, 
and suitable for the environment.  Marking as required in Section 1512.2.2 through 1512.2.4 shall 
have all letters capitalized with a minimum height of 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) white on red background. 
 
 1512.2.2 Marking content.  The marking shall contain the words “WARNING:  
PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER SOURCE.” 
 
 1512.2.3 Main service disconnect.  The marking shall be placed adjacent to the main 
service disconnect in a location clearly visible from the location where the disconnect is operated. 
 
 1512.2.4 Location of marking.  Marking shall be placed on interior and exterior DC 
conduit, raceways, enclosures, and cable assemblies every 10 feet (3048 mm), within 1 foot (305 
mm) of turns or bends and within 1 foot (305 mm) above and below penetrations of roof/ceiling 
assemblies, walls, or barriers. 
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1512.3 Locations of DC conductors.  Conduit, wiring systems, and raceways for 
photovoltaic circuits shall be located as close as possible to the ridge or hip or valley and from the 
hip or valley as directly as possible to an outside wall to reduce trip hazards and maximize 
ventilation opportunities.  Conduit runs between sub arrays and to DC combiner boxes shall be 
installed in a manner that minimizes the total amount of conduit on the roof by taking the shortest 
path from the array to the DC combiner box.  The DC combiner boxes shall be located such that 
conduit runs are minimized in the pathways between arrays.  DC wiring shall be installed in metallic 
conduit or raceways when located within enclosed spaces in a building.  Conduit shall run along 
the bottom of load bearing members. 
 

1512.4 Access and pathways.  Roof access, pathways, and spacing requirements shall be 
provided in accordance with Sections 1512.4.1 through 1512.4.3.3. 

 
Exceptions: 

 
1. Residential structures shall be designed so that each photovoltaic array is no greater 

than 150 feet (45720 mm) by 150 feet (45720 mm) in either axis. 
 

2. Panels/modules shall be permitted to be located up to the roof ridge where an 
alternative ventilation method approved by the fire chief has determined vertical 
ventilation techniques will not be employed. 

 
1512.4.1 Roof access points.  Roof access points shall be located in areas that do not 

require the placement of ground ladders over openings such as windows or doors and located at 
strong points of building construction in locations where the access point does not conflict with 
overhead obstructions such as tree limbs, wires, or signs. 

 
1512.4.2 Residential systems for one- and two-family dwellings.  Access to residential 

systems for one- and two-family dwellings shall be provided in accordance with Section 1511.4.2.1 
through 1511.4.2.4. 

 
1512.4.2.1 Residential buildings with hip roof layouts.  Panels/modules installed on 

residential buildings with hip roof layouts shall be located in a manner that provides a 3-foot wide 
(914 mm) clear access pathway from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels/modules 
are located.  The access pathway shall be located at a structurally strong location on the building 
capable of supporting the live load of fire fighters accessing the roof. 

 
Exception:  These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of two units vertical 
in 12 units horizontal (2:12) or less. 
 
1512.4.2.2 Residential buildings with a single ridge.  Panels/modules installed on 

residential buildings with a single ridge shall be located in a manner that provides two, 3-foot-wide 
(914 mm) access pathways from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels/modules are 
located. 

 
Exception:  This requirement shall not apply to roofs with slopes of two units vertical in 
12 units horizontal (2:12) or less. 
 
1512.4.2.3 Residential buildings with roof hips and valleys.  Panels/modules installed 

on residential buildings with roof hips and valleys shall be located no closer than 18 inches (457 
mm) to a hip or a valley where panels/modules are to be placed on both sides of a hip or valley.  
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Where panels are to be located on only one side of a hip or valley that is of equal length, the panels 
shall be permitted to be placed directly adjacent to the hip or valley. 

 
Exception:  These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of two units vertical 
in 12 units horizontal (2:12) or less. 

 
1512.4.2.4 Residential building smoke ventilation.  Panels/modules installed on 

residential buildings shall be located no higher than 3 feet (914 mm) below the ridge in order to 
allow for fire department smoke ventilation operations. 
 
 1512.4.3 Other than residential buildings.  Access to systems for occupancies other than 
one- and two-family dwellings shall be provided in accordance with Sections 1512.4.3.1 through 
1512.4.3.3. 
 

Exception:  Where it is determined by the Building Official that the roof configuration is 
similar to that of a one- or two-family dwelling, the residential access and ventilation 
requirements in Sections 1512.4.2.1 through 1512.4.2.4shall be permitted to be used. 

 
 1512.4.3.1 Access.  There shall be a minimum 6-foot-wide (1829 mm) clear perimeter 
around the edges of the roof. 
 

Exception:  Where either axis of the building is 250 feet (76200 mm) or less, there shall 
be a minimum 4-foot-wide (1219 mm) clear perimeter around the edges of the roof. 

 
 1512.4.3.2 Pathways.  The solar installation shall be designed to provide designated 
pathways. The pathways shall meet the following requirements. 
 

1. The pathway shall be over areas capable of supporting the live load of fire fighters 
accessing the roof. 

 
2. The centerline axis pathways shall be provided in both axes of the roof. Centerline axis 

pathways shall run where the roof structure is capable of supporting the live load of 
fire fighters accessing the roof. 

 
3. Shall be a straight line not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) clear to skylights or ventilation 

hatches. 
 

4. Shall be a straight line not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) clear to roof standpipes. 
 

5. Shall provide not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) clear around roof access hatch with at 
least one not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) clear pathway to parapet or roof edge. 

 
1512.4.3.3 Smoke ventilation.  The solar installation shall be designed to meet the 

following requirements: 
 

1. Arrays shall be no greater than 150 feet (45720 mm) by 150 feet (45720 mm) in 
distance in either axis in order to create opportunities for fire department smoke 
ventilation operations. 

 
2. Smoke ventilation options between array sections shall be one of the following: 

 
2.1. A pathway 8 feet (2438 mm) or greater in width 
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2.2. A 4-foot (1219 mm) or greater in width pathway and bordering roof skylights 
or smoke and heat vents. 

2.3. A 4-foot (1219 mm) or greater in width pathway and bordering 4-foot by 8-
foot (1219 mm by 2438 mm) “venting cutouts” every 20 feet (6096 mm) on 
alternating sides of the pathway. 

 
 1512.5 Ground-mounted photovoltaic arrays.  Ground-mounted photovoltaic arrays 
shall comply with Section 1512through 1512.3 and this section.  Setback requirements shall not 
apply to ground-mounted, free-standing photovoltaic arrays.  A clear, brush-free area of 10-feet 
(3048 mm) shall be required for ground-mounted photovoltaic arrays. 
 
CHAPTER 16, STRUCTURAL DESIGN, is amended as follows: 

 
SECTION 1607, LIVE LOADS, is amended as follows: 

 
  Section 1607.2 is amended by adding the following exception: 
 

 1607.2 Loads not specified.  Where not otherwise specified, a minimum roof live load of 
30 psf shall be applied to roof structures; with no reductions permitted. 
 

TABLE 1607.1 Number 26. is amended as follows: 
 

*** 
TABLE 1607.1 

MINIMUM UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED LIVE LOADS AND  
MINIMUM CONCENTRATED LIVE LOADSg 

 

*** 
 

 
OCCUPANCY OR USE 

UNIFORM 
(psf) 

CONCENT
RATED 

(lbs.) 
26. Roofs 
      All roof surfaces subject to maintenance 
      workers 
     Awnings and canopies: 
        Fabric construction supported by a  
            skeleton structure 
        All other construction, except one- and two- 
          family dwellings 
     Ordinary flat, pitched, and curved roofs 
        (that are not occupiable) 
     Primary roof members exposed to a work floor 
      Single panel point of lower chord of roof trusses 
     or any point along primary structural members 
     supporting roofs over manufacturing, storage 
     warehouses, and repair garages 
         All other primary roof members 
     Occupiable roofs: 
       Roof gardens  
       Assembly areas 
       All other similar areas 

 
 
 
 

5 ͫ 
30 
 

30ₘ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 
100m 
Note l 

 
300 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,000 
300 

 
 
 

Note l 
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*** 
 
SECTION 1608, SNOW LOADS is amended as follows: 
 

Section 1608.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 1608.2 Ground snow loads.  The ground snow load to be used in determining the design 
snow load for roofs shall be 40 psf. 
 
CHAPTER 18, SOILS AND FOUNDATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 1809, SHALLOW FOUNDATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 1809.5 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 1809.5 Frost protection.  Except where otherwise protected from frost, foundation and 
other permanent supports of buildings and structures shall be protected from frost by one or more 
of the following methods: 
 

1. Extending below the frost line of the locality; or 
2. Erecting on solid rock. 

 
Exception:  Free-standing buildings meeting all of the following conditions shall not be 
required to be protected: 

 
 1. Assigned to Risk Category I, in accordance with Section 1604.5; 

2. Area of 400 square feet or less; and 
3. Eave height of 10 feet (3048 mm) or less. 
 

 Shallow foundations shall not bear on frozen soil unless such frozen condition is of a 
permanent character. 
 

TABLE 1809.7 is amended by adding Footnote h. and shall read as follows: 
 

*** 
h. All structures requiring continuous footings shall be reinforced with a minimum 

two (2) #4 reinforcing bars or as specified by a design professional. 
 
CHAPTER 23, WOOD, is amended as follows: 
 

TABLE 2304.10.1, Number 6, is amended to read as follows: 
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TABLE 2304.10.1 
FASTENING SCHEDULE 

 
*** 

 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING ELEMENTS 
NUMBER AND TYPE OF FASTENER 

A, B, C 
SPACING AND 

LOCATION 
Roof 

*** *** *** 

6.  Rafter to plate (pre-engineered trusses and 
rafters) (see Section 2308.7.5, Table 2308.7.5) 

Trusses and rafters shall be 
connected to the wall top plate with 
an approved hurricane tie as 
required to resist up-lift and lateral 
loads 

- 

*** *** *** 
 
SECTION 2308, CONVENTIONAL LIGHT-FRAME CONSTRUCTION, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 Section 2308.3.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

2308.3.1 Foundation plates or sills.  Foundation plates or sills resting on concrete or 
masonry foundations shall comply with Section 2304.3.1.  Foundation plates or sills shall be bolted 
or anchored to the foundation with not less than ½-inch-diameter (12.7 mm) steel bolts or approved 
anchors spaced to provide equivalent anchorage as the steel bolts. Bolts shall be embedded not less 
than 7 inches (178 mm) into concrete or masonry.  The bolts shall be located in the middle third of 
the width of the plate. Bolts shall be spaced not more than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center and there 
shall be not less than two bolts or anchor straps per piece with one bolt or anchor strap located not 
more than 12 inches (305 mm) or less than 4 inches (102 mm) from each end of each piece. Bolts 
in sill plates of braced wall lines in structures over two stories above grade shall be spaced not more 
than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center. A properly sized nut and washer shall be tightened on each bolt 
to the plate. 
 
CHAPTER 24, GLASS AND GLAZING, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 2406, SAFETY GLAZING, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 2406.1 is amended by adding section 2406.1.5 and shall read as follows: 
 
 2406.1 Human impact loads. 

*** 
 
 2406.1.5 Code Conflict.  The requirements for safety glazing set forth in Public Safety 
Article, Title 12, Subtitle 4, Annotated Code of Maryland, are in addition to Chapter 24, Section 
2406 of the IBC related to safety glazing.  In the event of conflict between this chapter and the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, the requirements of the Annotated Code of Maryland shall prevail. 
 
CHAPTER 27, ELECTRICAL, is hereby deleted in its entirety. 
  

[add]NOTE:  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the NFPA70:National 
Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, 
effective ___________, 20__, as may be amended or restated from time to time, and the 2006 ICC 
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Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local amendments for Washington 
County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and amended on 
_____________, 2019, effective _________, 20__. 
 
CHAPTER 30, ELEVATORS AND CONVEYING SYSTEMS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 3001, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 3001.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 3001.1 Scope.  This chapter governs the design, construction, installation, alteration and 
repair of elevators and conveying systems and their components.  The provisions of this chapter 
relate to elevators and conveying systems and are in addition to and not instead of the requirements 
set forth in Md. Code, Public Safety Article, Title 12, Subtitle 8.  In the event of a conflict between 
this code and Md. Code, Public Safety Article, Title 12, Subtitle 8, the provisions of Md. Code, 
Public Safety Article, Title 12, Subtitle 8, shall prevail. 
 
CHAPTER 31, SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 3109, SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES AND SAFETY DEVICES, is amended 
as follows: 
 

Section 3109.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 3109.1 General.  Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of Sections 3109.02 
through 3109.5 and other applicable sections of this code. 
 
 Section 3109.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 3109.2 Definition.  The following term is defined in Chapter 2: 
 
 SWIMMING POOLS 
 
 Section 3109.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 3109.3 Public swimming pools.  Public swimming pools shall be completely enclosed by 
a fence not less than 6 feet in height or a screen enclosure. Openings in the fence shall not permit 
the passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere. The fence or screen enclosure shall be equipped with self-
closing and self-latching gates. 
 

Section 3109.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 3109.4 Residential swimming pools.  Residential swimming pools shall be completely 
enclosed by a barrier complying with Sections 3111.4.1 through 3111.4.3. 

 
Exception:  A swimming pool with a power safety cover or a spa with a safety cover 
complying with ASTM F 1346 need not comply with this section. 
 
 3109.4.1 Barrier height and clearances.  The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 

inches (1219 mm) above grade measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the 
swimming pool. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be not 
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greater than 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the 
swimming pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, the barrier is authorized to be 
at ground level or mounted on top of the pool structure, and the vertical clearance between the top 
of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be not greater than 4 inches (102 mm). 
 

3109.4.1.1 Openings.  Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter 
(102 mm) sphere. 
 

3109.4.1.2 Solid barrier surfaces.  Solid barriers which do not have openings shall not 
contain indentations or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry 
joints. 
 

3109.4.1.3 Closely spaced horizontal members.  Where the barrier is composed or 
horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 
less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side 
of the fence.  Spacing between vertical members shall be not greater than 1¾ inches (44 mm) in 
width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall 
be not greater than 1¾ inches (44 mm) in width. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical 
members, spacing within the cutouts shall be not greater than 1¾ inches (44 mm) in width. 
 

3109.4.1.4 Widely spaced horizontal members.  Where the barrier is composed of 
horizontal and vertical members and the distance between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 
inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing between vertical members shall be not greater than 4 inches 
(102 mm).  Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts 
shall be not greater than 1¾ inches (44 mm) in width. 
 

3109.4.1.5 Chain link dimensions.  Mesh size for chain link fences shall be not greater 
than a 2¼-inch square (57 mm square) unless the fence is provided with slats fastened at the top or 
the bottom that reduce the opening to not more than 1¾ inches (44 mm). 
 

3109.4.1.6 Diagonal members.  Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, the 
opening formed by the diagonal members shall be not greater than 1¾ inches (44 mm). 
 

3109.4.1.7 Gates.  Access doors or gates shall comply with the requirements of Section 
3109.4.1.1 through 3109.4.1.6 and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian 
access doors or gates shall open outward away from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a 
self-latching device. Doors or gates other than pedestrian access doors or gates shall have a self-
latching device.  Release mechanisms shall be in accordance with Sections 1010.1.9 and 1109.13.  
Where the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) 
from the bottom of the door or gate, the release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the 
door or gate 3 inches (76 mm) or more, below the top of the door or gate, and the door or gate and 
barrier shall be without openings greater than ½ inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the 
release mechanism. 
 

3109.4.1.8 Dwelling wall as a barrier.  Where a wall of a dwelling serves as  part of 
the barrier, one of the following shall apply: 
 

1.  Doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an alarm 
that produces an audible warning when the door or its screen, if present, are opened. 
The alarm shall be listed and labeled in accordance with UL 2017. In dwellings not 
required to be Accessible units, Type A, units or Type B units, the deactivation switch 
shall be located 54 inches (1372 mm) or more above the threshold of the door. In 
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dwellings required to be Accessible units, Type A units or Type B units, the 
deactivation switch shall be located not higher than 54 inches (1372 mm) and not less 
than 48 inches (1219 mm) above the threshold of the door. 

2. The pool shall be equipped with a power safety cover that complies with ASTM F 
1346. 

3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, which 
are approved, shall be accepted so long as the degree of protection afforded is not less 
than the protection afforded by Item 1 or 2 above. 

 
3109.4.1.9 Pool structure as barrier.  Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a 

barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a 
ladder or steps, then the ladder or steps either shall be capable of being secured, locked, or removed 
to prevent access, or the ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier that meets the requirements 
of Section 3109.4.1.1 through 3111.4.1.8. Where the ladder or steps are secured, locked, or 
removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 
 

3109.4.2 Indoor swimming pools. Walls surrounding indoor swimming pools shall not be 
required to comply with Section 3109.4.1.8. 
 
 3109.4.3 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent 
structures, equipment, or similar objects from being used to climb the barriers. 
 

Section 3109.5 is amended to read as follows: 
 
3109.5 Entrapment avoidance. Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in 

accordance with ANSI/APSP-7. 
 
APPENDICES 
 
THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES ARE ADOPTED IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

 
APPENDICES B, C, H AND N 

 
THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES ARE DELETED IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

 
APPENDICES A, D, E, F, G, I, J, K, L and M 
 

[End of Local Amendments to International Building Code, 2018 Edition]
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ARTICLE II 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, 2018 
EDITION 

 
The International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as adopted by the State of Maryland in 

the Maryland Building Performance Standards (COMAR 05.02.07) is hereby amended with the 
following insertions, amendments and additions: 
 
Section R101.1   Amended 
Section R101.1.1 – R101.1.9 Added 
Section R103.1   Amended 
Section R104.10.1  Deleted 
Section R105.2   Amended 
Section R105.3.1.1  Deleted 
Section R105.5   Amended 
Section R105.7   Amended 
Section R105.10  Added 
Section R108.6   Amended 
Section R113.4   Amended 
Section R113.5   Added 
Sections R115.1 - R115.4 Added 
Section 202   Amended 
Table R301.2(1)  Amended 
Section R302.1.1  Added 
Section R313.2   Amended 
Section R321.3   Amended 
Section R324.6   Amended 
Section R324.6.3  Added 
Section R324.6.4  Added 
Sections R326   Deleted 
Section R328   Added 
Section R329   Added 
Section R330   Added 
Section R331   Added 
Section R332   Added 
Section R333   Added 
Section R403.1   Amended 
Section R403.1.4.1  Amended 
Section 403.1.6   Amended 
Section R403.3   Deleted 
Section R403.3.1  Deleted 
Section R403.3.1.1  Deleted 
Figure R403.3(1)  Deleted 
Table R403.3(1)  Deleted 
Figure R403.3(2)  Deleted 
Table R403.3(2)  Deleted 
Figure R403.3(3)  Deleted 
Section R403.3.1.2  Deleted 
Figure R403.3(4)  Deleted 

Section R403.3.2  Deleted 
Section R403.3.3  Deleted 
Section R403.3.4  Deleted 
Section R404.3   Amended 
Section R404.4   Amended 
Section R407.3   Amended 
Section R408.6   Amended 
Section R502.6   Amended 
Table R602.3(1)  Amended 
Figure R602.3(2)  Amended 
Section N1102.4.1.2  Amended 
Table N1105.5.2(1)  Amended 
Section N1106.2  Amended 
Section M1305.1.3  Amended 
Section M1502.4.2  Amended 
Chapter 25   Deleted 
Chapter 26   Deleted 
Chapter 27   Deleted 
Chapter 28   Deleted 
Section P2901   Deleted 
Section P2902   Deleted 
Section P2903   Deleted 
Section P2904.2.3  Amended 
Section P2904.2.3.1  Added 
Section P2905   Deleted 
Section P2906   Deleted 
Section P2907   Deleted 
Section P2908   Deleted 
Chapter 30   Deleted 
Chapter 31   Deleted 
Chapter 32   Deleted 
Chapter 33   Deleted 
Part VIII – Electrical  Deleted 
Part VIII – Note   Added 
Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
   H, N, O, Q, R and S  Adopted 
Appendices I, J, K, L, M, P and 
   T     Deleted 
Appendix U   Added 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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PART I – ADMINISTRATION, CHAPTER 1, ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION R101, TITLE SCOPE AND PURPOSE, is amended as follows: 
  
 Section R101.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R101.1 Title.  These provisions shall be known as the Residential Code for One- and Two-
family Dwellings of Washington County, Maryland, and shall be cited as such and will be referred 
to herein as "this code." 
 

Sections R101.1.1 through R101.1.10 are added and shall read as follows: 
 
 R101.1.1 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code shall mean the Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR Title 5, 
Subtitle 16), as may be amended or restated from time to time. 
  
 R101.1.2 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
NFPA70:National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, 
with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, effective ________, 
20__, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and 
amended on ______________, 2019, effective _______, 20__. 
 
 R101.1.3 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall 
mean the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 
 R101.1.4 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__. 
 
 R101.1.5 International Property Maintenance Code.  Any reference to the International 
Property Maintenance Code shall mean the Washington County Livability Code adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on November 1, 1988, effective 
January 1, 1989, Revision 1 adopted and effective May 9, 2006, and as may be further amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 
 R101.1.6 International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas 
Code shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__. 
   
 R101.1.7 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to the International 
Mechanical Code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended 
or restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
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amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective on ________, 20__. 
 
 R101.1.8 International Building Code.  Any reference to the International Building Code 
shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated from 
time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland adopted on ______________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__, 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
 
 R101.1.9 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 
Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, 
as may be amended or restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code 
Council, adopted on ___________, 2019, effective on ________, 20__, by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland Building Performance 
Standards. 
 
SECTION R103, DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY, is amended as follows: 
 

Section R103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R103.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The Director of the Washington County 
Division of Construction) shall be known as the Building Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of 
the Division of Construction shall be known as Deputy Building Official and are hereby authorized 
and directed to administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  The Building Official and Deputy 
Building Official shall be referred to singularly or collectively as the Building Official. 
 
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS RELATING TO FLOOD HAZARD AREAS ARE 
HEREBY DELETED IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 
 
 R104.10.1 Flood hazard areas. 

R105.3.1.1 Determination of substantially improved or substantially damaged 
existing buildings in flood hazard areas. 

   
 [add]NOTE:  For the applicable requirements concerning flood hazard areas, refer to the 
Washington County Floodplain Management Ordinance adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on May 16, 2017, effective August 15, 2017, as 
may be amended or restated from time to time. 
 
SECTION R105, PERMITS, is amended as follows: 

 Section R105.2 is amended to read as follows: 

 R105.2 Work exempt from permit.  Permits shall not be required for the following.  
Exemption from permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for 
any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or 
ordinances of this jurisdiction. 
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Building: 
 
1. One-story detached accessory structures, of wood or metal construction,  

  not used for human habitation, provided the floor area does not exceed  
  400 square feet. 

 
            *** 

 
 3. Retaining walls that retain less than 36-inches of unbalanced backfill 

unless supporting a surcharge. 
 

 
 Electrical: 

*** 
 
 4. Deleted in its entirety. 
 

*** 
 

Section R105.5 is amended to read as follows: 

R105.5 Expiration.  Every permit issued shall become invalid if the work authorized by 
such permit is not commenced within 180 days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is commenced, 
or if no inspections have been performed by the Building Official for a period of 180 days.  The 
Building Official is authorized to grant, in writing, one or more extensions of time, for periods not 
more than 180 days each.  The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause 
demonstrated. 
 
 Section R105.7 is amended to read as follows: 

 R105.7 Placement of permit.  The permit holder or his agent shall post the inspection 
record on the job site in an accessible and conspicuous place to allow the Building Official to make 
the required entries.  The record shall be maintained by the permit holder until the final inspection 
has been made and approved. 
 
 Section R105.10 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 R105.10 Withholding of permits.  Whenever the Building Official shall find that any 
person, agent, firm or corporation, whether as owner, lessee or occupant, is in violation of the 
provisions of this code or of the rules and regulations of any other department or agency of 
Washington County in connection with the erection, maintenance, use or repair of buildings, 
structures, lands, or equipment thereon or therein, he may refuse to grant any further permits or 
inspections until all violations have been corrected and approved. 
 
SECTION R108 FEES, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R108.6 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R108.6 Work commencing before permit issuance.  Any person who commences work 
requiring a permit on a building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system before 
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obtaining the necessary permits shall be subject to 100 percent (100%) of the usual permit fee in 
addition to the required permit fees. 
 
SECTION R113, VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows: 

 Section R113.4 is amended to read as follows: 

R113.4 Criminal penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity that violates any of 
the provisions of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction 
documents or directive of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the 
provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by 
imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation 
continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
Section R113.5 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

 R113.5 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity that violates any of the 
provisions of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved construction 
documents or directive of the Building Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the 
provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance 
with Maryland Code, Local Government Article, § 6-102, et seq.  The fine for a civil offense shall 
be established by resolution by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a 
separate offense. 
 
SECTION R115, UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT, is added and shall read as 
follows: 
 
 R115.1 Conditions.  Structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe, 
insanitary or deficient because of inadequate means of egress facilities, inadequate light and 
ventilation, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public 
welfare, or that involve illegal or improper occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed 
an unsafe condition.  Unsafe structures shall be taken down and removed or made safe, as the 
building official deems necessary and as provided for in this section.  A vacant structure that is not 
secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe. 
 
 R115.2 Notice.  If an unsafe condition is found, the building official shall serve on the 
owner, agent or person in control of the structure, a written notice that describes the condition 
deemed unsafe and specifies the required repairs or improvements to be made to abate the unsafe 
condition, or that requires the unsafe structure to be demolished within a stipulated time.  Such 
notice shall require the person thus notified to declare immediately to the building official 
acceptance or rejection of the terms of the order.  The Building Official shall cause a report to be 
filed on an unsafe condition. The report shall state the occupancy of the structure and the nature of 
the unsafe condition. 
 
 R115.3 Method of service.  Such notice shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereof 
is (a) delivered to the owner personally; (b) sent by certified or registered mail addressed to the 
owner at the last known address with the return receipt requested; or (c) delivered in any other 
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manner as prescribed by local law.  If the certified or registered letter is returned showing that the 
letter was not delivered, a copy thereof shall be posted in a conspicuous place in or about the 
structure affected by such notice.  Service of such notice in the foregoing manner upon the owner’s 
agent or upon the person responsible for the structure shall constitute service of notice upon the 
owner. 
 
 R115.4 Restoration.  The structure or equipment determined to be unsafe by the building 
official is permitted to be restored to a safe condition.  To the extent that repairs, alterations, or 
additions are made, or a change of occupancy occurs during the restoration of the structure, such 
repairs, alterations, additions or change of occupancy shall comply with the requirements of Section 
105.2.2 and the International Existing Building Code. 

PART II, DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 

SECTION R202, DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 

 (i) The following definition is amended to read as follows: 

 BASEMENT.  That portion of a building that is partly or completely below 
grade with a ceiling height greater than or equal to 6 feet 8 inches (see STORY 
ABOVE GRADE PLANE). 

 (ii) The following definition is added and shall read as follows: 

SEMI-DETACHED DWELLING UNIT.  Two single-family dwelling units 
separated by a property line with open space on three (3) sides and shall be 
regulated the same as a townhouse. 

             (iii) The following definition is amended to read as follows: 
TOWNHOUSE.  A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or 
more attached units in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with 
open space on at least two (2) sides and is separated by a property line.  
  

PART III, BUILDING PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 3, BUILDING 
PLANNING, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION R301, DESIGN CRITERIA is amended as follows: 

 
Table R301.2(1) is amended and Footnote l. is added and shall read as follows: 
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Table R301.2(1) 

CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA 
 

 

g. Or most recent adopted FEMA flood hazard map. 
 
SECTION R302, FIRE-RESISTENT CONSTRUCTION is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 R302.1.1 Balconies and decks on townhouses and semi-detached dwellings.  All 
portions of balconies and decks on townhouses or semi-detached dwellings constructed with 
combustible materials or fire retardant treated wood shall not be closer than 24 inches (609.6 mm) 
from any property line. 
 
SECTION R313, AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R313.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R313.2 One- and two-family dwellings automatic fire sprinkler systems. An 
automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall be installed in one- and two-family dwellings. 
This shall include modular and manufactured homes manufactured after July 1, 2015. 
 

Exception: An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall not be required for 
additions or alterations to existing buildings that are not already provided with an 
automatic residential sprinkler system.  

SECTION R321, ELEVATORS AND PLATFORM LIFTS, is amended as follows: 

 Section 321.3 is amended to read as follows: 

 R321.3 Accessibility.  Elevators or platform lifts that are part of an accessible route shall 
comply with the Maryland Accessibility Code (COMAR 05.02.02). 
 

SECTION 324 SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 324.6is amended to read as follows: 

 R324.6 Roof Access and pathways.  Roof access, pathways, and spacing requirements 
shall be provided in accordance with Sections R324.6.1 through R324.6.4.5. 
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 Exceptions: 

1. Roof access, pathways, and spacing requirements need not be provided on detached 
accessory structures; including, but not limited to, sheds, garages, parking shade 
structures, carports, and solar trellises. 

2. Roof access, pathways, and spacing requirements need not be provided on up to 50 
percent of the dwelling roof area; including, but not limited to, one side of a single-
ridge roof of equal sides. 

3. No Panel or module may be located within one foot of a roof edge, ridge, h ip, valley, 
or penetration. 

Section 324.6.1 is amended to read as follows: 

R324.6.1 Roof access points.  Roof access points shall be located in areas that do not 
require the placement of ground ladders over openings such as windows or doors and located at 
strong points of building construction in locations where the access point does not conflict with 
overhead obstructions such as tree limbs, wires, or signs. 

 Section 324.6.2 is amended to read as follows: 

R324.6.2 Solar photovoltaic systems.  Solar photovoltaic systems shall comply with 
Sections R342.6.2.1 through R342.6.2.2. 

R324.6.2.1 Size of solar photovoltaic array.  Each photovoltaic array shall be 
limited to 150 feet by 150 feet (45720 by 45720 mm).  Multiple arrays shall be separated 
by a clear access pathway not less than 3 feet (914 mm) in width. 

R324.6.2.2 Hip roof layouts.  Panels and modules installed on dwellings with hip 
roof layouts shall be located in a manner that provides a clear access pathway not less than 
3 feet (914 mm) in width from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels and 
modules are located.  The access pathway shall be located at a structurally strong location 
on the building capable of supporting the live load of fire fighters accessing the roof. 

Exception:  These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units 
vertical in 12 units horizontal (16.6 percent) and less. 

R324.6.2.3 Single ridge roofs.  Panels and modules installed on dwellings with a 
single ridge shall be located in a manner that provides two, 3-foot-wide (914 mm) access 
pathways from the eave to the ridge on each roof slope where panels or modules are 
located. 

Exception:  This requirement shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units vertical 
in 12 units horizontal (16.6 percent) and less. 

R324.6.2.4 Roofs with hips and valleys.  Panels and modules installed on 
dwellings with roof hips or valleys shall not be less than 18 inches (457 mm) from a hip or 
valley where panels or modules are to be placed on both sides of a hip or valley.  Where 
panels are to be located on one side only of a hip or valley that is of equal length, the 18-
inch (457 mm) clearance does not apply. 
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Exception:  These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of 2 units 
vertical in 12 units horizontal (16.6 percent) and less. 

R324.6.2.5 Allowance for smoke ventilation operations.  Panels and modules 
installed on dwellings shall not be located less than one foot below the roof ridge to allow 
for fire department smoke ventilation operations. 

Section 324.6.2.2 is amended to read as follows: 

 R324.6.2.6 Emergency escape & rescue opening. Panels and modules installed 
on dwellings shall not be placed on the portion of a roof that is below an emergency escape 
and rescue opening. A pathway not less than 36 inches (914 mm) wide shall be provided 
to the emergency escape and rescue opening.  

 
SECTION R326 SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS, is deleted as follows: 
 

Section R326 is hereby deleted in its entirety. 
 
SECTION R328 SITE SAFETY, is added and shall read as follows: 
 

R328.1 Scope The provisions of this chapter shall govern safety during construction and 
the protection of adjacent public and private properties. 
 
 R328.1.1 Storage and placement. Construction equipment and materials shall not be 
stored on roadways or in right-of-ways or placed so as to endanger the public, workers, or adjoining 
property for the duration of the construction project. 

 
SECTION R329 CONSTRUCTION SAFEGUARDS, is added and shall read as follows: 
 

R329.1 Remodeling and additions. Required exits, existing structural elements, fire 
protection devices, and sanitary safeguards shall be maintained at all times during remodeling, 
alterations, repairs, or additions to any building or structure. 
 

Exceptions: 
1. When such required elements or devices are being remodeled, altered, or 

repaired, adequate substitute provisions shall be made. 
2. When the existing building is not occupied. 

 
R329.2 Manner of removal. Waste materials shall be removed in a manner which prevents 

injury or damage to persons, adjoining properties, and public rights-of-way. 
 

R329.3 Abandon sites. Excavated sites that have been abandoned shall be protected with 
a 48-inch high construction fence or the excavated area shall be filled and maintained to the existing 
grade. 

 
SECTION R330 DEMOLITION is added and shall read as follows: 
 

R330.1 Construction documents. Construction documents and a schedule for demolition 
must be submitted when required by the building official. Where such information is required, no 
work shall be done until such construction documents or schedule, or both, are approved. 
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R330.2 Vacant lot. Where a structure has been demolished or removed, the site shall be 
filled and maintained to the existing grade or in accordance with the ordinances of the jurisdiction 
having authority. 
 

R330.3 Water accumulation. Provision shall be made to prevent the accumulation of 
water or damage to any foundations on the premises or the adjoining property. 
 

R330.4 Utility connections. Service utility connections shall be discontinued and capped 
in accordance with the approved rules and the requirements of the authority having jurisdiction. 

 
SECTION R331 SITE WORK is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 R331.1 Excavation and fill. Excavation and fill for buildings and structures shall be 
constructed or protected so as not to endanger life or property. Stumps and roots shall be removed 
from the soil to a depth of at least 12 inches (305 mm) below the surface of the ground in the area 
to be occupied by the building. Wood forms which have been used in placing concrete, if within 
the ground or between foundation sills and the ground, shall be removed before a building is 
occupied or used for any purpose. Before completion, loose, or casual wood shall be removed from 
direct contact with the ground under the building. 

 
R331.2 Roads, streets, alleys and entrances. Roads, streets, alleys, and entrances shall 

be kept clean and free of all debris.  
 

R331.3 Surcharge. No fill or other surcharge loads shall be placed adjacent to any building 
or structure unless such building or structure is capable of withstanding the additional loads caused 
by the fill or surcharge. Existing footings or foundations which can be affected by any excavation 
shall be underpinned adequately or otherwise protected against settlement and shall be protected 
against later movement. 

 
R331.4 Fill supporting foundations. Fill to be used to support the foundations of any 

building or structure shall comply with Section R404.1.7.  
 
SECTION R332 PROTECTION OF ADJOINING PROPERTY SITE SAFETY is added and 
shall read as follows: 
 

R332.1 Protection required. Adjoining public and private property shall be protected 
from damage during construction, remodeling, and demolition work. Protection must be provided 
for footings, foundations, party walls, chimneys, skylights, and roofs. Provisions shall be made to 
control water runoff and erosion during construction or demolition activities.  
 
SECTION R333 TEMPORARY USE OF STREETS, ALLEYS AND PUBLIC PROPERTY, 
is added and shall read as follows: 
 

R333.1 Storage and handling of materials. The temporary use of streets or public 
property for the storage or handling of materials or of equipment required for construction or 
demolition, and the protection provided to the public, shall comply with the provisions of the 
authority having jurisdiction and this chapter. 
 

R333.2 Obstructions. Construction materials and equipment shall not be placed or stored 
so as to obstruct access to fire hydrants, standpipes, fire or police alarm boxes, catch basins or 
manholes, nor shall such material or equipment be located within 20 feet (6096 mm) of a street 
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intersection, or placed so as to obstruct normal observations of traffic signals or to hinder the use 
of public transit loading platforms. 
 

R333.3 Utility fixtures. Building materials, fences, sheds, or any obstruction of any kind 
shall not be placed so as to obstruct free approach to any fire hydrant, fire department connection, 
utility pole, manhole, fire alarm box, or catch basin, or so as to interfere with the passage of water 
in the gutter. Protection against damage shall be provided to such utility fixtures during the progress 
of the work, but sight of them shall not be obstructed.  

 
PART III, BUILDING PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 4, 
FOUNDATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION R403, FOOTINGS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R403.1 General is amended to read as follows: 
 

R403.1 General.  All exterior walls shall be supported on continuous solid or fully grouted 
masonry or concrete footings, crushed stone footings, wood foundations, or other approved 
structural systems which shall be of sufficient design to accommodate all loads according to Section 
R301 and to transmit the resulting loads to the soil within the limitations as determined from the 
character of the soil.  Footings shall be supported on undisturbed natural soils or engineered fill.  
Concrete footing shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the provisions of Section 
R403 or in accordance with ACI 332.  All structures requiring continuous footings shall be 
reinforced with a minimum of two (2) #4 reinforcing bars or as specified by a design professional. 

  
Exception:  Footings are not required to be stepped or continuous where changes of footing 
elevations exceed 4 feet. Such footings can be connected by masonry lintels with a 
minimum 18 inches of bearing on concrete footings with reinforcements. 

  
Section R403.1.4.1, Frost protection, is amended to read as follows: 

 
 R403.1.4.1 Frost Protection.  Except where otherwise protected from frost, foundation 
walls, piers, and other permanent supports of buildings and structures shall be protected from 
frost by one or more of the following methods: 
 
  1. Extended below the frost line specified in Table R301.2.(1); or 
  2. Erected on solid rock. 
 
  Exception: 
 
  1. Protection of freestanding accessory structures with an area of 400  
   square feet or less with an eave height of ten (10) feet or less shall not be  
   required. 
   

Section R403.1.6 Foundation anchorage is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R403.1.6  Foundation anchorage.  Wood sill plates and wood walls supported directly on 
continuous foundations shall be anchored to the foundation in accordance with this section. 
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  Cold-formed steel framing shall be anchored directly to the foundation or fastened 
to wood sill plates anchored to the foundation. Anchorage of cold-formed steel framing and sill 
plates supporting cold-formed steel framing shall be in accordance with this section and Section 
R505.3.1 or R603.3.1. 
  
  Wood sole plates at all exterior walls on monolithic slabs, wood sole plates of 
braced wall panels at building interiors on monolithic slabs and all wood sill plates shall be 
anchored to the foundation with minimum ½-inch-diameter (12.7 mm) anchor bolts spaced a 
maximum of 4 feet on center or approved anchors or anchor straps spaced as required to provide 
equivalent anchorage to ½-inch-diameter (12.7 mm) anchor bolts.  Bolts shall extend a minimum 
of 7 inches (178 mm) into concrete or grouted cells of concrete masonry units. The bolt shall be 
located in the middle third of the width of the plate.  A nut and washer shall be tightened on each 
anchor bolt.  There shall be a minimum of two bolts per plate section with one bolt located not 
more than 12 inches (305 mm) or less than seven bolt diameters from each end of the plate section. 
Interior bearing wall sole plates on monolithic slab foundation that are not part of a braced wall 
panel shall be positively anchored with approved fasteners. Sill plates and sole plates shall be 
protected against decay and termites where required by Sections R317 and R318.  
 
 Exceptions: 
 
 1.  Walls 24 inches (610 mm) total length or shorter connecting offset braced wall  
      panels shall be anchored to the foundation with a minimum of one anchor bolt  
      located in the center third of the plate section and shall be attached to adjacent  
      braced wall panels at corners as shown in Item 9 of Table R602.3(1). 
  

The following sections, figures and tables are deleted in their entirety: 
 
  Section R403.3 Frost protected shallow foundations. 
  Section R403.3.1 Foundations adjoining frost-protected shallow foundations. 
  Section R403.3.1.1 Attachment to unheated slab-on-ground structure. 

Section R403.3.1.2 Attachment to heated structure. 
Section R403.3.2 Protection of horizontal insulation below ground. 

  Section R403.3.3 Drainage. 
Section R403.3.4 Termite protection. 

  Figure R403.3(1) 
  Table R403.3(1) 
  Figure R403.3(2) 
  Table R403.3(2) 
  Figure R403.3(3) 
  Figure R403.3(4) 
 
SECTION R404, FOUNDATION AND RETAINING WALLS, is amended as follows: 
  
 Section R404.3 Wood sill plates, is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R404.3 Wood sill plates.  Wood sill plates shall be a minimum of 2-inch by 6-inch nominal 
lumber for basement and crawl spaces with walls with unbalanced fill greater than 4 feet in height. 
Other sill plates shall be a minimum of 2-inch by 4-inch nominal lumber.  Sill plate anchorage shall 
be in accordance with Sections R403.1.6 and R602.11. 
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Section R404.4 Retaining walls, is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R404.4 Retaining walls.  Retaining walls that are not laterally supported at the top and 
that retain in excess of 36-inches of unbalanced fill shall be designed to ensure stability against 
overturning, sliding, excessive foundation pressure, and water uplift.  Retaining walls shall be 
designed for a safety factor of 1.5 against lateral sliding and overturning. 
 
SECTION 407, COLUMNS, is amended as follows: 
 
 R407.3 Structural requirements.  The columns shall be restrained to prevent lateral 
displacement at the bottom end.  Wood columns shall not be less in nominal size than 4 inches by 
4 inches (102mm by 102 mm).  Steel columns shall not be less than 3-inch-diameter (76 mm) 
Schedule 40 pipe manufactured in accordance with ASTM A 53 Grade B or as required by design. 
 

Exception:  In Seismic Design Categories A, B, and C, columns no more than 48 inches 
(1219mm) in height on a pier or footing are exempt from the bottom end lateral 
displacement requirement within under-floor areas enclosed by a continuous foundation. 

 
SECTION R408, UNDER-FLOOR SPACE, is amended as follows: 
  

Section R408.6 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R408.6 Finished Grade.  The finished grade of under-floor surface shall not be any lower 
than the top of the footings; crawlspace piers must be dug in or backfilled to top.  However, where 
there is evidence that the groundwater table can rise to within 6 inches (152 mm) of the finished 
floor at the building perimeter, or where there is evidence that the surface water does not readily 
drain from the building site, the grade in the under-floor space shall be as high as the outside 
finished grade, unless an approved drainage system is provided. 
 

PART III, BUILDING, PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 5, FLOORS is 
amended as follows: 

 
SECTION R502, WOOD FLOOR FRAMING, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R502.6 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 R502.6 Bearing.  The ends of each joist, beam, or girder shall have not less than 1 ½ inches 
(38 mm) of bearing on wood or metal and not less than 3 inches (76 mm) on masonry or concrete 
except where supported by approved joist hangers. Alternatively, the ends of joists shall be 
supported on a 1-inch by 4-inch (25 mm by 102 mm) ribbon strip and nailed to the adjacent stud 
The bearing on masonry or concrete shall be direct, or a sill plate of 2-inch-minimum (51 mm) 
nominal thickness shall be provided under the joist, beam, or girder. The sill plate shall provide a 
minimum nominal bearing area of 48 square inches (30 865 mm²).  When steel shims are used, the 
shim length and width shall provide full bearing area for the beam or girder and shall not exceed 
1½ inches in height. 
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PART III, BUILDING, PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION, CHAPTER 6, WALL 
CONSTRUCTION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION R602, WOOD WALL FRAMING, is amended as follows: 

 Table 602.3(1) is amended to read as follows: 
 

TABLE R602.3(1) 
FASTENER SCHEDULE FOR STRUCTURAL MEMBERS 

ITEM DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING ELEMENTS 
NUMBER AND TYPE OF 

FASTENER A, B, C SPACING AND LOCATION 
Roof 

*** *** *** *** 

6 Rafter to plate (pre-engineered trusses and rafters) 
(see Section 2308.7.5, Table 2308.7.5) 

Trusses and rafters shall be 
connected to the wall top 
plate with an approved 
hurricane tie as required to 
resist up-lift and lateral loads 

- 

*** *** *** *** 
*** 
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FIGURE R602.3(2) is amended to read as follows:

 
 
 
 
 
PART IV, ENERGY CONSERVATION is hereby amended as follows: 
 
SECTION N1102 (R402) BUILDING THERMAL ENVELOPE, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section N1102.4.1.2 (R402.4.1.2) Testing is amended to read as follows: 
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 Testing. The building or dwelling unit shall be tested and verified as having an air 
leakage rate not exceeding five air changes per hour Climate Zones 1 and 2, and three air changes 
per hour in Climate Zones 3 through 8. Testing shall be conducted in accordance with 
RESNET/ICC 380, ASTM E779 or ASTM E1827 and reported at a pressure of 0.2 inch w.g. (50 
Pascals). Where required by the building official, testing shall be conducted by an approved third 
part. A written report of the results of the test shall be signed by the party conducting the test and 
provided to the building official. Testing shall be performed at any time after creation of all 
penetrations of the building thermal envelope. Except as provided for in the: 
 
(i) Simulated Performance Path listed in Section N1105 (R405); and 

 
(ii) Energy Rating Index Compliance Alternative in Section N1106 (R406); 

 
 
SECTION N1105 (R405) SIMULATED PERFORMANCE ALTERNATIVE 
(PERFORMANCE), is amended as follows: 
 
 Table N1105.5.2(1) [R405.5.2(1)] is amended to read as follows:  

 
TABLE N1105.5.2(1) [R405.5.2(1)] 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE STANDARD REFERENCE AND PROPOSED DESIGNS 
BUILDING COMPONENT STANDARD REFERENCE DESIGN PROPOSED DESIGN 

*** *** *** 

Air exchange rate *** 

The measured air exchange ratea. 
 
Not to exceed 5 air changes per 
hour with baseline of 3 air changes 
per hour in climate zones 4 and 5 
maintained for Standard Reference 
Design 
 
The mechanical ventilation rateb 
shall be in addition to the air 
leakage rate and shall be as 
proposed.  

*** *** *** 
 
SECTION N1106 (R406) ENERGY RATING INDEX COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVE, is 
amended as follows: 
 
 Section N1106.2 (R406.2) Mandatory requirements. Exception is added and shall 
read as follows: 
 
 Exception: 
 

*** 
 

2. The maximum of 5 air changes per hour tested in accordance with Section 
R402.4.1.2 may be used to determine the Energy Rating index score with baseline of 
3 air changes per hour in climate zones 4 and 5 maintained for ERI Reference 
Design. 
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PART V, MECHANICAL, MECHANICAL ADMINISTRATION is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1305 APPLIANCE ACCESS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 1305.1.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 M1305.1.2 Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances shall be provided with an 
opening and a clear and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest 
appliance, but not less than 30 inches (762 mm) high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more 
than 20 feet (6096 mm) long measured along the centerline of the passageway from the opening to 
the appliance.  The passageway shall have continuous solid flooring in accordance with Chapter 5 
not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide.  A level service space at least 30 inches (762 mm) deep and 
30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present along all sides of the appliance where access is required.  
The clear access opening dimensions shall be not less than 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 
mm), and large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.  Access shall be by a pull-down 
or fixed stairway. 
 
 Exceptions: 
 

1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance can be 
serviced and removed through the required opening. 

 2.   Where the passageway is unobstructed and not less than 6 feet (1829 mm) high and      
        22 inches (559 mm) wide for its entire length, the passageway shall be not more than   
       50 feet (15250 mm) long. 
 
SECTION 1502 CLOTHES DRYER EXHAUST, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 1502.4.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 M1502.4.2 Duct Installation.  Exhaust ducts shall be supported at intervals not to exceed 
4-feet intervals and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the adjoining duct 
or fitting in the direction of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with screws or similar fasteners that 
protrude into the inside of the duct. Where dryer exhaust ducts are enclosed in wall or ceiling 
cavities, such cavities shall allow the installation of the duct without deformation. 
 
PART VII, PLUMBING, PLUMBING ADMINISTRATION is hereby amended as follows: 
  

(a) Chapters 25 through 28 are hereby deleted in their entirety. 
 

(b) Chapter 29, Sections P2901 through P2903 and are hereby deleted in their 
entirety. 

 
 (c) SECTION P2904 DWELLING UNIT FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS is 
amended as follows: 
 

 Section P2904.2.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 

  P2904.2.3. Freezing areas.  Piping shall be protected from freezing as required by 
Section P2904.2.3.1.  Where sprinklers are required in areas that are subject to freezing, dry-
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sidewall or dry-pendent sprinklers extending from a nonfreezing area into a freezing area shall be 
installed. 
 

 Section P2904.2.3.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

  P2904.2.3.1. Freezing.  In localities having a winter design temperature of 32° F 
(0° C) or lower as shown in Table R301.2(1) of this code, a water (sprinkler pipe shall not be 
installed outside of a building, in exterior walls, in attics or crawl spaces, or in any other place 
subject to freezing temperature unless adequate provision is made to protect it from freezing by 
insulation or heat or both.   
 

(c) Sections P2905 through P2908 are hereby deleted in their entirety. 
 
 (d) Chapters 30 through 33 are hereby deleted in their entirety 
 
 [add]NOTE:  For the applicable requirements concerning plumbing systems, refer to the 
International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, as 
promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on 
_______________, 2019, effective _________, 20___. 
 
PART VIII, ELECTRICAL, CHAPTERS 34-43, GENERAL REQUIREMENTS is hereby 
deleted in its entirety. 
 
 [add]NOTE:  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the NFPA70 National 
Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, 
effective __________, 20__, as may be amended or restated from time to time, and the 2006 ICC 
Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local amendments for Washington 
County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and amended on 
______________, 2019, effective ________, 20___. 
 
PART IX, REFERENCED STANDARDS, is hereby amended as follows: 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES ARE ADOPTED IN THEIR ENTIRETY OR AS 
AMENDED: 

 
APPENDICES A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, N, O, Q, R and S. 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES ARE DELETED IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 
 

APPENDICES I, J, K, L, M, P, and T  
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APPENDIX U SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS, is added and shall read as 
follows: 
 
 Section AU101 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 AU101.1 General. The provisions of this appendix shall control the design and 
construction of swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs installed in or on the lot of a one- or two-
family dwelling. 
 
 Section AU102 Definitions added and shall read as follows: 
 

AU102.1 General.  For the purposes of these requirements, the terms used shall be 
defined as follows and as set forth in Chapter 2. 
 
 ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See “Swimming pool.” 
 

BARRIER.  A fence, wall, building wall, or combination thereof which completely 
surrounds the swimming pool and obstructs access to the swimming pool. 

 
 HOT TUB. See “Swimming pool.” 
 
 IN-GROUND POOL.  See “Swimming pool.” 
 

RESIDENTIAL.  That which is situated on the premises of a detached one- or two-
family dwelling, or a one-family townhouse not more than three stories in height. 

 
 SPA, NONPORTABLE.  See “Swimming pool.” 
 

SPA, PORTABLE.  A nonpermanent structure intended for recreational bathing, in 
which all controls, water-heating, and water-circulating equipment are an integral part of 
the product. 

 
SWIMMING POOL.  Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that 
contains water more than 24 inches (610 mm) deep.  This includes in-ground, above-
ground and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas. 

 
SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR.  A swimming pool which is totally contained within a 
structure and surrounded on all four sides by the walls of the enclosing structure. 

 
 SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR.  Any swimming pool which is not an indoor pool. 
 
 Section AU103 Swimming Pools is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 AU103.1 In-ground pools.  In-ground pools shall be designed and constructed in 
compliance with ANSI/NSPI-5. 
 
 AU103.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools.  Above-ground and on-ground pools 
shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-4. 
 
 Section AU104 Spas and Hot Tubs is added and shall read as follows: 
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 AU104.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs.  Permanently installed spas and hot 
tubs shall be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-3. 
 
 AU104.2 Portable spas and hot tubs.  Portable spas and hot tubs shall be designed and 
constructed in compliance with ANSI/NSPI-6. 
 
 Section AU105 Barrier Requirements is added and shall read as follows: 
 
   AU105.1 Application.  The provisions of this appendix shall control the design of 
barriers for residential swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs.  These design controls are intended to 
provide protection against potential drowning and near-drowning by restricting access to 
swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs. 
 
 AU105.2 Outdoor swimming pool.  An outdoor swimming pool, including an in-
ground, above-ground, or on-ground pool, hot tub, or spa, shall be surrounded by a barrier which 
shall comply with the following: 
 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade measured on 
the side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming pool.  The maximum 
vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 
mm) measured on the side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming pool.  
Where the top of the pool structure is above grade, such as an above-ground pool, the 
barrier may be at ground level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the 
pool structure.  Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the 
maximum vertical clearance between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of 
the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm). 

 
2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch diameter (102 mm) 

sphere. 
 
3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or stone wall, shall not 

contain indentations or protrusions, except for normal construction tolerances and 
tooled masonry joints. 

 
4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members, and the distance 

between the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the 
horizontal members shall be located on the swimming pool side of the fence.  
Spacing between vertical members shall not exceed 1¾ inches (44 mm) in width.  
Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the 
cutouts shall not exceed 1¾ (44 mm) in width. 

 
5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members, and the distance 

between the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing 
between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm).  Where there are 
decorative cutouts within vertical members, spacing within the cutouts shall not 
exceed 1¾ (44 mm) in width. 

 
6. Maximum mesh size for chain link fences shall be a 2 ¼-inch (57 mm) square, unless 

the fence has slats fastened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openings to not 
more than 1¾ inches (44 mm). 
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7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the 
maximum opening formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than 1¾ 
inches (44 mm). 

 
8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Items 1 through 7 and shall be 

equipped to accommodate a locking device.  Pedestrian access gates shall open 
outward away from the pool and shall be self-closing and have a self-latching device.  
Gates, other than pedestrian access gates, shall have a self-latching device.  Where 
the release mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372 
m) from the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and openings shall comply 
with the following: 

 
8.1 The release mechanism shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 3 

inches (76 mm) below the top of the gate; and 
 
8.2 The gate and barrier shall have no opening larger than ½ inch (12.7 mm) within 

18 inches (457 mm) of the release mechanism. 
 
9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier, one of the following 

conditions shall be met: 
 

9.1 The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety cover in compliance with 
ASTM F 1346; 
 

9.2 Doors with direct access to the pool through that wall shall be equipped with an 
alarm which produces an audible warning when the door and/or its screen, if 
present, are opened.  The alarm shall be listed and labeled in accordance with 
UL 2017. The deactivation switch(es) shall be located at least 54 inches (1372 
mm) above the threshold of the door; or 

 
9.3 Other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, 

which are approved by the governing body, shall be acceptable as long as the 
degree of protection afforded is not less than the protection afforded by Item 9.1 
or 9.2 described herein. 

 
10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is 

mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is ladder or steps: 
 

10.1  The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked, or removed to 
prevent access; or 

 
10.2  The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier which meets the 

requirements of Items 1 through 9.  When the ladder or steps are secured, locked, 
or removed, any openings created shall not allow the passage of a 4-inch –
diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 
AU105.3 Indoor swimming pool.  Walls surrounding an indoor swimming pool shall 

comply with Item 9 of Section AG105.2. 
 
 AU105.4 Prohibited locations.  Barriers shall be located to prohibit permanent 
structures, equipment, or similar objects from being used to climb them. 
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 AU105.5 Barrier exceptions.  Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover which comply with 
ASTM F 1346 shall be exempt from the provisions of this appendix. 
 
 Section AU106 Entrapment Protection for Swimming Pool and Spa Suction Outlets 
is added and shall read as follows: 
 

AU106.1 General.  Suction outlets shall be designed and installed in accordance with 
ANSI/APSP-7. 

 
 [End of Local Amendments to International Residential Code, 2018 Edition] 
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ARTICLE III 
LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE, 

2018 EDITION 
 

The International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, as adopted by the State of 
Maryland in the Maryland Building Performance Standards (COMAR 05.02.07) is hereby amended 
with the following insertions, amendments and additions: 

 
 IECC — COMMERCIAL PROVISIONS 
 Section C101.1       Amended 
 Sections C101.1.1-C101.1.7     Added 
 Section C108.4       Amended 
 Section C202 - General Definitions    Amended 
 Section C405.2.4      Amended 
 

IECC —RESIDENTIAL PROVISIONS 
Section R101.1       Amended 

 Sections R101.1.1–R101.1.7     Added 
 Section R108.4       Amended 
 Section R202 - General Definitions    Amended 
 Section R402.4.1.2      Amended 
 Table R405.5.2(1)      Amended 
 Section R406.2       Amended 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

IECC—COMMERCIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 1[CE] – SCOPE AND 
ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
Part 1-SCOPE AND APPLICATION, SECTION C101, SCOPE AND GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS, is amended as follows: 
  

Section C101.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

C101.1 Title.  This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code 
of Washington County, Maryland, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as "this code." 
 

Sections C101.1.1 through C101.1.7 are added and shall read as follows: 
 
 C101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on ________________, 2019, effective _________, 
20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the 
Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
  
 C101.1.2 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code shall mean the Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR Title 5, 
Subtitle 16), as may be amended or restated from time to time. 
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 C101.1.3 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall 
mean the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 C101.1.4 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective on _________, 20__. 
   
 C101.1.5 International Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Building Code shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted on ____________, 2019, effective 
__________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as 
part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
 
 C101.1.6 International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel 
Gas Code shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective ________, 20__. 
 

C101.1.7 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to the International 
Mechanical Code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended 
or restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, effective on __________, 20__. 
 
SECTION C108, STOP WORK ORDER, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section C108.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 C108.4 Failure to comply.  Upon notice from the code official that work is being done 
contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work shall 
immediately cease.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, 
or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the work.  The notice shall state the conditions under 
which work is authorized to resume.  Where an emergency exists, the code official shall not be 
required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.  Any person who shall continue any 
work after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed 
to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 
 
IECC—COMMERCIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 2[CE] – DEFINITIONS, is amended 
as follows: 
 
 SECTION C202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 The following definition is amended to read as follows: 
 



 

43 OF 46 
 

 CODE OFFICIAL.  The Director of the Washington County Division of Construction 
shall be known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner shall be known as Deputy Code 
Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  
The Code Official and Deputy Code Official shall be referenced to singularly or collectively as the 
Code Official. 
 
IECC—COMMERCIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 4[CE] – DEFINITIONS, is amended as 
follows: 
 
 SECTION C405 ELECTRICAL POWER AND LIGHTING SYSTEMS, is amended 
as follows: 
 
 Section C405.2.4 Specific application controls is amended to read as follows: 
 

*** 
 

5. Each hotel guest room shall be equipped with a master control device that 
automatically turns off the power to all of the lighting fixtures in the guest room no 
more than 30 minutes after the room has been vacated.  
 

5.1 A master control device may also control the heating, ventilation, or air 
conditioning default settings in hotel guest rooms 30 mins after a room has 
been vacated by: 
 

5.1.1 Increasing the set temperature by at least 3 degrees Fahrenheit 
when in the air conditioning mode; or 

 
5.1.2 Decreasing the set temperature by at least 3 degrees Fahrenheit 

when in the heating mode. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
IECC—RESIDENTIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 1[RE] – SCOPE AND 
ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
Part 1-SCOPE AND APPLICATION, SECTION R101, SCOPE AND GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS, is amended as follows: 
 

Section R101.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

R101.1  Title.  This code shall be known as the International Energy Conservation Code 
of Washington County, Maryland, and shall be cited as such.  It is referred to herein as "this code." 
 

Sections R101.1.1 through R101.1.7 are added and shall read as follows: 
 
 R101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on ________, 2019, effective ________, 20__, by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
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 R101.1.2 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code shall mean the Maryland Building Rehabilitation Code (COMAR Title 5, 
Subtitle 16), as may be amended or restated from time to time. 
 
 R101.1.3 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall 
mean the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 
 R101.1.4 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated 
from time to time as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective on ________, 20__. 
   
 R101.1.5 International Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Building Code shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted on ______________, 2019, effective 
___________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as 
part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
 
 R101.1.6 International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas 
Code shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by 
the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, 
effective __________, 20__, as may be amended or restated from time to time. 
 

R101.1.7 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to the International 
Mechanical Code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended 
or restated from time to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective on __________, 20__. 
 
SECTION R108, STOP WORK ORDER, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R108.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 

R108.4 Failure to comply.  Upon notice from the code official that work is being done 
contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work shall 
immediately cease.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, 
or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the work.  The notice shall state the conditions under 
which work is authorized to resume.  Where an emergency exists, the code official shall not be 
required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.  Any person who shall continue any 
work after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed 
to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

 
IECC—RESIDENTIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 2[RE] – DEFINITIONS, is amended as 
follows: 
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 SECTION R202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 The following definition is amended to read as follows: 
 
 CODE OFFICIAL.  The Director of the Washington County Division of Construction 
shall be known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner shall be known as Deputy Code 
Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  
The Code Official and Deputy Code Official shall be referenced to singularly or collectively as the 
Code Official. 
 
IECC—RESIDENTIAL PROVISIONS - CHAPTER 4[RE] – RESIDENTIAL ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY, is amended as follows: 
 
 SECTION R402, BUILDING THERMAL ENVELOPE, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section R402.4.1.2 Testing is amended to read as follows: 
  
 Section R402.4.1.2 Testing. The building or dwelling unit shall be tested and verified as 
having an air leakage rate not exceeding five air changes per hour Climate Zones 1 and 2, and 
three air changes per hour in Climate Zones 3 through 8. Testing shall be conducted in 
accordance with RESNET/ICC 380, ASTM E779 or ASTM E1827 and reported at a pressure of 
0.2 inch w.g. (50 Pascals). Where required by the building official, testing shall be conducted by 
an approved third part. A written report of the results of the test shall be signed by the party 
conducting the test and provided to the building official. Testing shall be performed at any time 
after creation of all penetrations of the building thermal envelope. Except as provided for in the: 
 
(i) Simulated Performance Path listed in Section R405; and 

 
(ii) Energy Rating Index Compliance Alternative in Section R406; 

 
SECTION R405 SIMULATED PERFORMANCE ALTERNATIVE (PERFORMANCE), is 
amended as follows: 
 
 Table R405.5.2(1) is amended to read as follows:  

 
TABLE R405.5.2(1) 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE STANDARD REFERENCE AND PROPOSED DESIGNS 
BUILDING COMPONENT STANDARD REFERENCE DESIGN PROPOSED DESIGN 

*** *** *** 

Air exchange rate *** 

The measured air exchange rate.a 
 
Not to exceed 5 air changes per 
hour with baseline of 3 air changes 
per hour in climate zones 4 and 5 
maintained for Standard Reference 
Design 
 
The mechanical ventilation rateb 
shall be in addition to the air 
leakage rate and shall be as 
proposed.  

*** *** *** 
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SECTION R406 ENERGY RATING INDEX COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVE, is amended 
as follows: 
 
 Section R406.2 Mandatory requirements. Exception is added and shall read as 
follows: 
 
 Exception: 
 

*** 
 

2. The maximum of 5 air changes per hour tested in accordance with Section 
R402.4.1.2 may be used to determine the Energy Rating index score with baseline of 
3 air changes per hour in climate zones 4 and 5 maintained for ERI Reference 
Design. 

 
[End of Local Amendments to the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition] 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, AS 
PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, WITH LOCAL 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND AS THE PLUMBING CODE OF 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND ON DECEMBER 15, 2015, EFFECTIVE 
MARCH 1, 2016, AND TO ENACT THE INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, 2018 

EDITION, AS PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, WITH 
LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
RECITALS 

The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, being concerned with 

securing the proper installation of systems for furnishing potable water for sanitary sewage disposal and 

storm drainage, and to ensure public safety, health, and welfare insofar as they are affected by regulating 

and controlling the design, construction, quality of materials, installation, alteration, repair, location, 

relocation, replacement, addition to use, or maintenance of plumbing systems, adopted by Ordinance No. 

ORD-2015-29, the 2015 International Plumbing Code with  local amendments on December 15, 2015, 

effective March 1, 2016. 

It has been recommended that the Board of County Commissioners adopt the International 

Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, which is more up-to-

date and which provides greater safeguards for residents of Washington County, Maryland, if 

implemented. 

A public hearing was held on ___________, 2019 following due notice and advertisement of the 

text of the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, 

with certain requested insertions, deletions, and amendments. 

Public comment was received, reviewed, and considered concerning the repeal of the 2015 

International Plumbing Code, as promulgated with the International Code Council, with local amendments 

and the adoption of the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 

Code Council, including Chapters 1 through 15, Appendices B, C, D, and E, and local amendments. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained and enacted that the 2015 International Plumbing Code, as 

promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments, adopted as the Plumbing Code 

of Washington County, Maryland on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016 (ORD-2015-29), and 

all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained and enacted that the International Plumbing Code, 2018 

Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, the contents of which are incorporated herein 

by reference, is enacted with the following insertions, deletions, and amendments: 

********** 

The following sections, tables, and appendix are hereby deleted, amended, or added:

Section 101.1  Amended 
 Section 101.1.1  Added 
 Section 101.1.2  Added 
 Section 101.1.3  Added 
 Section 101.1.4  Added 
 Section 101.1.5  Added 
 Section 101.1.6  Added 
 Section 101.1.7  Added 
 Section 101.1.8  Added 
 Section 103.1  Amended 
 Section 103.1.1  Added 
 Section 103.3  Amended 
 Section 106.2  Amended 

Section 106.3  Amended 
 Section 106.3.1.1  Added 
 Section 106.6.2  Amended 
 Section 106.6.3  Deleted 
 Section 107.2.2.1  Added 
 Section 107.2.3.1  Added 
 Section 108.4  Amended 
 Section 108.4.1  Added 
 Section 108.5  Amended 
 Section 109.1  Amended 

Section 109.2 - 109.6.2 Deleted 
Section 301.4.1  Added 

 Section 305.4  Amended 
 Section 305.4.1  Amended 
 Section 306.3  Amended 

Section 309.1  Amended 
Section 309.2-309.3 Deleted

Section 312.2   Amended 
Section 312.2.1   Added 
Section 312.2.2   Added 
Section 401.3.1   Added 
Section 403.1   Amended 
Section 404.1   Amended 
Section 418.3   Added 
Section 603.1   Amended 
Table 605.3   Amended 
Table 605.4   Amended 
Section 608.12   Added 
Section 608.14.10  Added 
Section 608.15   Amended 
Section 701.2   Amended 
Table 702.1   Amended 
Table 702.2   Amended 
Table 702.3   Amended 
Table 702.4   Amended 
Table 706.3   Amended 
Section 708.1.10.3  Added 
Section 802.4.1   Amended 
Section 903.1   Amended 
Section 904.1   Amended 
Section 905.1   Amended 
Section 918.1   Amended 
Sections 918.2 - 918.8  Deleted 
Chapter 16   Added 
Appendix A   Deleted 
Appendices B, C, D, and E Adopted
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SECTION 101 – GENERAL – is amended as follows: 

 
Section 101.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 

  
101.1 Title.   These regulations shall be known as the Plumbing Code of Washington County, 

Maryland, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
 
Section 101.1.1 is added and shall read as follows: 

  
101.1.1 International Building Code.  Any reference to the International Building Code shall 

mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, 
as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland adopted on _______________, 2019, effective ________, 20__, by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland Building Performance 
Standards.  

 
Section 101.1.2 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.2 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential Code 

shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code 
Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland, as adopted on _________, 2019, effective ________, 20__, by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards.  

 
Section 101.1.3 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

101.1.3 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International Existing 
Building Code, shall mean the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by 
the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments 
for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on __________, 2019, effective ________, 20__, by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. 

 
Section 101.1.4 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.4 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 

Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, as 
promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with 
local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted on _____________, 2018, effective 
_________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as part of the 
Maryland Building Performance Standards.  

 
Section 101.1.5 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.5 International Fire Code.  Any reference to International Fire Code in this code shall 

mean the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 

 
 

CHAPTER 1 – ADMINISTRATION – is amended as follows:
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Section 101.1.6 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.6 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the NFPA 

70:National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland on _________, 2019, effective ________, 20__, and the 2006 ICC 
Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, as may amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, 
effective July 1, 2008, and amended on ___________, 2019, effective ________, 20__. 

 
Section 101.1.7 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.7 International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to International Fuel Gas Code in this 

code shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time 
to time, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County, 
adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, 
effective ___________, 20__.  

 
Section 101.1.8 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
101.1.8 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to International Mechanical Code 

in this code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on 
__________, 2019, effective _________, 20__.  
 
SECTION 103 is amended to read: DIVISION OF CONSTRUCTION 

 
Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
103.1 General.  The Director of the Washington County Division of Construction shall be 

known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of Construction shall be 
known as Deputy Code Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all 
provisions of this code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Officials shall be referred to singularly 
or collectively as the Code Official. 

 
Section 103.1.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
103.1.1 Qualifications.  Plumbing Inspectors hired by the County or State government after 

October 1, 1988 shall meet the minimum standards established by the County and the State Plumbing 
Board. 

 
A.  Applicant(s) for Inspector(s) III shall hold a Master Plumber's license issued by the State of 

Maryland or the applicant shall be a licensed professional mechanical engineer with at least four (4) years’ 
experience and shall pass a written examination administered by the State Board. 

 
B.  Plumbing Inspector(s) shall attend annually at least one refresher course to be conducted by the 

State Board, or a course which is consistent in content with the State Board. 
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C.  Plumbing Inspector(s) shall not be engaged or financially interested in any plumbing business, 
directly or indirectly, during their term of employment. 

 
Section 103.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 
103.3 Deputies.  Plumbing Inspector(s) shall be hired by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Washington County, upon recommendation by the Director of the Division of Construction. 
 
SECTION 106 -PERMITS - is amended as follows:  

 
Section 106.2 is amended as follows: 
 
106.2 Exempt work is amended by adding No. 3 which shall read as follows: 
 

*** 
 

3.  Replacement of a single fixture only to include garbage disposal, dish washer, lavatory, or sink. 
However, if any of these exceptions (fixtures) are included as part of remodeling or in 
conjunction with any other plumbing work, these fixtures shall be permitted and inspected. 

 
*** 

 
Section 106.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 
106.3 Application for permit; by whom application is made.  Each application for a permit, with 

the required fee, shall be filed with the Code Official on a form furnished for that purpose and shall contain 
a general description of the proposed work and its location. The permit application shall indicate the 
proposed occupancy of all parts of the building and of that portion of the site or lot, if any, not covered by 
the building or structure and shall contain such other information required by the Code Official. Application 
for a permit shall be made by a person, or an agent, to install all or part of any plumbing system. The 
applicant shall meet all qualifications established by rules promulgated with this code or by ordinance, 
resolution, or statute. The full names and addresses of the owner, lessee, applicant, and of the responsible 
officers, if the owner or lessee is a corporate body, shall be stated in the application. The application must 
be signed by the Master Plumber holding a Washington County plumbing license and doing the work. The 
only exception would be when the homeowner successfully passes a written or oral exam issued by the 
Washington County Department of Permitting. Upon successfully passing the exam, the property owner 
shall sign a release agreement stating his or her intention to do the plumbing in his or her existing place of 
residence according to the Washington County homeowner provision and releasing the County from any 
liability therefrom. Homeowner provisions do not apply to applications for public or private water and 
sewer systems and mobile homes or gas lines.  Permits shall not be processed until it is completely filled 
out by the licensed contractor or homeowner. 
 

Section 106.3.1.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

106.3.1.1 Emergency situation.  Where equipment replacement and repairs must be performed in 
an emergency situation, the permit application shall be submitted to the Code Official within the next 
working business day. 
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Section 106.6.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 

106.6.2 Fee schedule.  The fees for all plumbing work shall be paid in accordance with the schedule 
as established by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as may be 
amended from time to time. 
 

Section 106.6.3 is deleted in its entirety. 
 

SECTION 107 - INSPECTIONS AND TESTING - is amended as follows: 
 
Section 107.2.2.1 is added and shall read as follows: 

 
107.2.2.1 Responsibility.  The responsibility for requesting an inspection shall rest entirely with 

the licensed master plumber, master well driller, on-site utility contractor, or appliance, pump, and water 
conditioner installer who applied for the permit, or the homeowner who has successfully passed the 
homeowner's examination. No work shall be covered or concealed until the work has been inspected and 
approved. Improper workmanship shall be remedied, and unsatisfactory materials shall be replaced as 
ordered by the inspector, and the corrections shall be re-inspected. All requests for inspections shall be 
made 24 hours in advance of the date requested. All requests for final inspections shall be made within 48 
hours after completion of all plumbing by the licensed contractor. Should the contractor fail to do so, the 
homeowner may call for the final inspection.  
 

Section 107.2.3.1is added and shall read as follows: 
 

107.2.3.1 Final Inspections.  All work must be inspected and receive final approval after all  
plumbing fixtures and appliances connected with the water or sewer systems are set, sewers and wells are 
covered, and domestic hot water must be supplied at the time of inspection.  All commercial facilities shall 
mark different types of piping within the structure and tag all valves.  A directory of the system in all 
commercial facilities shall be placed in the mechanical room. 
 
SECTION 108 -VIOLATIONS - is amended as follows:  

 
Section 108.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 
108.4 Criminal penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation or entity that violates a provision of this 

code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, installs, alters, or repairs 
plumbing work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Code Official, or of 
a permit or certificate issued under the provision of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both such fine and 
imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a 
separate offense. 
 

Section 108.4.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

108.4.1 Civil penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a provision of this 
code  or fails to comply with any of the requirements there of or that erects, constructs, alters, or repairs a 
building or structure in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Code Official, 
or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a civil offense which 
shall be prosecuted in accordance with Maryland Code, Local Government Article, § 6-102, et seq. The 
penalty for a civil offense shall be established by resolution by the Board of County Commissioners of 
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Washington County, Maryland. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall 
be deemed a separate offense. 
 

Section 108.5 is amended to read as follows: 
 

108.5 Stop work orders.  Upon notice from the Code Official, work on any plumbing system that 
is being done contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner shall immediately 
cease. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, or to the owner's 
agent, or to the person doing the work. The notice shall state the conditions under which work is authorized 
to resume. Where an emergency exists, the Code Official shall not be required to give a written notice prior 
to stopping the work. Any person who shall continue any work in or about the structure after having been 
served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation 
or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than $250.00 or more than $1,000.00. 
 
SECTION 109 - MEANS OF APPEAL - is amended as follows:  

 
Section 109.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
109.1 Application for appeal.  Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision of the Code 

Official to the Washington County Plumbing/Mechanical Board. An application for appeal shall be based 
on a claim that the true intent of this code or the rules legally adopted there under have been incorrectly 
interpreted, the provisions of this code do not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction 
is proposed. The application shall be filed on a form obtained from the Code Official within twenty (20) 
days after the notice was served. All appeals shall be heard in accordance with the rules, regulations, and 
procedures adopted by the Plumbing/Mechanical Board. 
 

Sections 109.2 through 109.6.2 are deleted in their entirety. 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 301 – GENERAL – is amended as follows: 
 

Section 301.4.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

301.4.1 Public Systems Available.  A public water main or public sewer system shall be 
considered available to a building when the building is located within 350 feet of the public water main 
or sewer. 
 
SECTION 305 – PROTECTION OF PIPES AND PLUMBING SYSTEM COMPONENTS is 
amended to read as follows: 
 

Section 305.4 is amended to read as follows: 
 

305.4 Water line depth.  Water service and well line piping shall be installed below recorded frost 
penetration but not less than 3 feet (915 mm) below grade.  In climates with freezing temperatures, 
plumbing piping in exterior building walls or areas subjected to freezing temperatures shall be protected 
against freezing by insulation or heat or both. 10 AWG, blue in color, tracer wire needs to be installed with 
all nonmetallic water mains (MD COMAR 09-20-01) 

 
 

CHAPTER 3 – GENERAL REGULATIONS – is amended as follows: 
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Section 305.4.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
305.4.1 Sewer and Storm Sewer Depth.  Building sewer connections shall be a minimum 

of 12 inches below the finished grade. All nonmetallic sewer mains, forced mains, and storm pipe 
will need tracer wire in ditch 10 AWG, green in color (MD COMAR 09-20-01)  
 
SECTION 306 -TRENCHING, EXCAVATION AND BACKFILL - is amended as 
follows: 
 

Section 306.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 

306.3 Backfilling.  Backfill shall be free from discarded construction material and debris. 
 

(a) Backfill of water lines not in a sleeve shall be as follows: 
Stone dust or sand a minimum of 3 inches under, over, and along sides 
of pipe, then dirt free of rocks larger than 6 inches in diameter. 

(b) Backfill of water lines installed in a rigid conduit that meets the specification 
of Table 605.3 water service pipe shall be as follows: 

6 inches of dirt over, under, and along sides of pipe free of rocks larger 
than 2 inches in diameter, then dirt free of rocks larger than 6 inches in 
diameter. 

(c) Backfill of sewer lines shall be as follows: 
Gravel bedding a minimum of 4 inches over, under, and along sides of 
pipe that is free of rocks larger than 1½, inches in diameter, then dirt 
free of rocks larger than 6 inches in diameter. 

 
SECTION 309 – FLOOD HAZARD RESISTANCE – is amended as follows:  
 

Section 309.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 

309.1 General.  Plumbing systems and equipment in structures erected in areas prone to flooding 
shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements of this section and the Washington County 
Floodplain Management Ordinance adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on May 16, 2017, effective August 15, 2017, and in accordance with the American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE-24-98). 

 
Sections 309.2 through 309.3 are deleted in their entirety. 

 
SECTION 312 -TESTS AND INSPECTIONS -is amended as follows:  
 

Section 312.2 is amended by adding the following Exception: 
 

312.2 Drainage and vent water test. 
 

*** 
  Exception: 

1. Existing single-family dwelling renovations, additions, and/or pipe 
replacement will not require a drainage and vent water test. 

 
Section 312.2.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
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312.2.1 Testing.  Testing shall terminate a minimum of two (2) feet below the roof line. Testing 
can be achieved by 10 foot water column or 5 PSI air test for 15 minutes. 

 
Section 312.2.2 is added and shall read as follows; 
 
312.2.2 Trenchless installation.  Any trenchless installation of water and sewer lines shall be 

tested or certified. 
 

 
 
 
SECTION 401 -GENERAL - is amended as follows: 

 
Section 401.3.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
401.3.1 Lavatory faucets.  Lavatory faucets shall be designed and manufactured according to 

ASME A112.18.1. 
 

(I) Public faucets, other than the metering type, shall be designed and 
manufactured according to ASME A112.18.1. 

 
(2) Self-closing or self-closing/metering faucets shall be installed on lavatories 

intended to serve the transient public, such as those in, but not limited to, 
service stations, train stations, airport terminals, restaurants, and convention 
halls. Metering faucets shall deliver not more than 0.25 gallons of water per 
use when tested in accordance with ASME A112.18.1. Self-closing faucets 
shall be designed and manufactured so that they will not exceed a water flow 
rate of 0.5 gallons per minute when tested in accordance with A112.1 8.1. 

 
SECTION 403 - MINIMUM PLUMBING FACILITIES – is amended as follows:  
 

Section 403.1is amended by adding the following Exception: 
 
403.1 Minimum number of fixtures. 
 

*** 
Exception: 

1. Where approved by the Code Official, the actual number of occupants for 
whom each occupancy space, floor, or building is designed, although less 
than those determined by calculation, may be used in the determination of 
the minimum number of plumbing fixtures. 

 
SECTION 404 – ACCESSIBLE PLUMBING FACILITIES – is amended as follows: 

 
Section 404.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
404.1 Where required.  Accessible plumbing fixtures shall conform to COMAR 05.02.02 

Maryland Accessibility Code.  
 
SECTION 418 – LAUNDRY TRAYS – is amended as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 4 – FIXTURES, FAUCETS AND FIXTURE FITTINGS – is amended as follows: 
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Section 418.3 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

418.3 Service Sinks and Mop Receptors.  Service sinks and mop receptors shall be installed 
with walls and floors that are water proof and have a smooth, readily cleanable surface at least one 
foot in front of the sink or receptor, at least one foot on each side, and up to a point one foot above 
the faucet height. 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 603 – WATER SERVICE – is amended as follows: 
 

Section 603.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
603.1 Size of Water Service Pipe.  All water service pipe, including new or replacement, shall 

be sized to supply water to the structure in the quantities and at the pressures required in this code.  All 
water service pipe, including new or replacement, shall not be less than 1 inch in diameter. 

 
Section 603.2 is amended by adding the following Exception: 
 
603.2 Separation of water service and building sewer. 
 

*** 
 

 Exception: 
1. 2 inch and larger water mains are not required to be sleeved in common 

trench with building sewer only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER 6 – WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION – is amended as follows: 
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SECTION 605 – MATERIALS, JOINTS, AND CONNECTIONS – is amended as follows: 
 

Table 605.3 is amended by deleting L, WL, M or WM under "Copper or 
copper-alloy tubing:"  

 
An amended Table 605.3 is shown below:  

 
Table 605.3 

WATER SERVICE PIPE 
 

MATERIAL STANDARD 
Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS) plastic pipe ASTM D 1527; ASTM D 2282 
Asbestos-cement pipe ASTM C 296 
Brass pipe ASTM B 43 
Copper or copper-alloy pipe ASTM B 42; ASTM B 302 
Copper or copper-alloy tubing (Type K, 
WK) 

ASTM B 75; ASTM B 88; ASTM B 251; ASTM 
B 447 

Chlorinated polyvinyl chloride (CPVC) 
plastic pipe 

ASTM D 2846; ASTM F 441; ASTM F 442; CSA 
B137.6 

Ductile iron water pipe AWWA C151; AWWA C115 

Galvanized steel pipe ASTM A 53 
Polybutylene (PB) plastic pipe and tubing ASTM D 2662; ASTM D 2666; ASTM D 3308; 

CSA B137.8 
Polybutylene (PE) plastic pipe ASTM D 2239; CSA CAN/CSA-B137.1 

Polyethylene (PE) plastic tubing ASTM D 2737; CSA B137.1 
Cross-linked polyethylene (PEX) plastic 
tubing 

ASTM 876; ASTM F 877; CSA CAN/CSA-
B137.5 

Cross-linked polyethylene/Aluminum/cross 
linked polyethylene (PEX-AL-PEX) pipe 

ASTM F 1281; CSA CAN/CSA B137.10 

Polyethylene/aluminum/polyethylene (PE-
AL-PE) pipe 

ASTM F 1282; CSA CAN/CSA B 137.9 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic pipe ASTM D 1785; ASTM D 2241; ASTM D 2672; 
CSA CAN/CSA B137.3 
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Table 605.4 is amended by deleting WL, M, or WM, under "Copper or copper-alloy   
tubing:" 
 

An amended Table 605.4 is shown below: 
 

Table P-605.4 
WATER DISTRIBUTION PIPE 

 
MATERIAL STANDARD 

Brass Pipe ASTM B 43 
Chlorinated polyvinyl chloride (CPVC) plastic 
pipe and tubing 

ASTM D 2846; ASTM F 441; ASTM F 
442; CSA B137.6 

Copper or copper-alloy pipe ASTM B 42; ASTM B 302 
Copper or copper-alloy tubing (Type K, WK or 
L) 

ASTM B 75; ASTM B 88; ASTM B 251; 
ASTM B 447 

Cross-linked polyethylene (PEX) plastic tubing ASTM F 887; CSA CAN/CSA-B137.5 
Cross-linked polyethylene/aluminum/cross-
linked polyethylene (PEX-AL-PEX) pipe 

ASTM F 1281; CSA CAN/CSA-B137.10 

Galvanized steel pipe ASTM A 53 
Polybutylene (PB) plastic pipe and tubing ASTM D 3309; CSA CAN3-B137.8 

 
Section 608.12.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
608.12.1 Potable water tanks. Any pressure tank installed in a basement and/or crawl space 

shall be a minimum of 7½, inches (191 mm) above finished grade. All water pressure tanks and 
apparatus for mobile homes shall be installed in the confines of the living space. In every case, the only 
exception shall be those tanks installed a minimum of 18 inches (457 mm) from the top of the tank to 
finished grade in an approved manhole with a water-tight lid, a minimum of 6 inches (152 mm) above 
finished grade. 

 
Note:  Water conditioning equipment.  Water conditioning equipment shall not be 

connected to a BAT type septic system.  A sticker or a tag must be placed on the main valve, building 
drain, or pump tank by the installer as a warning that water discharged from water conditioning 
equipment can damage components of the BAT tank. 

 
Section 608.14.10 is added and shall read as follows: 

 
608.14.10 Periodical testing.  Periodic tests and inspections shall be made by a certified 

backflow technician, licensed in the state of Maryland, for all backflow preventers to determine whether 
they are operable. Reduced pressure principle backflow preventers (ASSE 1013), double check valve 
assemblies (ASSE 1015), double detector check-valve breakers (ASSE 1040), and pressure type 
vacuum breakers (ASSE 1020) shall be inspected and tested after their initial installation. Tests shall 
be done annually, and an overhaul shall be done as needed. 

 
Section 608.14.10.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
608.14.10.1 Backflow testing certification. To test backflows, the tester must have a current 

Washington County Journeyman or Master Plumber’s License, with a current Backflow Certification 
from a Maryland state certified approved course. 
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Section 608.15 is amended to read as follows: 
 

608.15 Location of backflow preventers.  Backflow prevention devices shall be installed in 
accessible locations for ease of maintenance, replacement, and testing. Adequate headroom shall be 
provided and a minimum of 30 inches (762 mm) of non-obstructed space shall be provided in front 
of devices and a minimum of 18 inches (457 mm) shall be provided behind devices larger than 2 inches 
(51 mm). Maximum height above floor shall not exceed four (4) feet measured to the center line of the 
device. 

 
Backflow devices shall be installed inside a building in an area capable of maintaining a 

temperature above freezing. 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 701 – GENERAL – is amended as follows: 
 

Section 701.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 

701.2 Connection to sewer required.  Every building in which plumbing fixtures are installed 
and all premises having drainage piping shall be connected to a public sewer, where available, or an 
approved private sewage disposal system. 
SECTION 702 – MATERIALS – is amended as follows:  
 

Table 702.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

Table 702.1 
ABOVE-GROUND DRAINAGE AND VENT PIPE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATERIAL STANDARD 
Brass Pipe ASTM B 43 

Cast iron Pipe ASTM A 74; ASTM A 888; CISPI 301 
Coextruded composite PVC 
DWV schedule 40 IPS pipe (solid) 

ASTM F 1488 
 

Coextruded composite PVC 
DWV schedule 40 IPS pipe (cellular core) ASTM F 891; ASTM F 1488 

Coextruded composite PVC 
IPS-DR, PS140, PS200 DWV ASTM F 1488 

Copper or copper alloy pipe ASTM B 42; ASTM B 302 

Copper or cooper-alloy tubing 
(type K, L, M or DWV 

ASTM B 75; ASTM B 88; ASTM B 251; ASTM B 
306 

Galvanized steel pipe ASTM A 53 

Glass pipe ASTM C 1053  

Polyolefin pipe CSA BG181.3 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
Plastic pipe (Type DWV) 

ASTM D 2665; ASTM D 2949;  
ASTM F 1488; CSA B181.2 

Stainless steel drainage systems Type 304 and 316L ASME A112.3.1 

Polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) plastic pipe ASTM F 1673: CAN/CSA B181.3 

CHAPTER 7 SANITARY DRAINAGE – is amended as follows: 
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Table 702.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 

Table 702.2 
UNDERGROUND BUILDING DRAINAGE AND VENT PIPE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 702.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 

Table 702.3 
BUILDING SEWER PIPE 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATERIAL STANDARD 

Cast-iron pipe ASTM A 74; ASTM A 888; CICPI 301 

Coextruded composite PVC DWV schedule 40 IPS 
pipe (solid) ASTM F 1488 

Coextruded composite PVC ISP-DR PSI-40, PS- 
200, DWV  ASTM F 1488 

Polyolefin pipe AST F 1412; CSA B181.3 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
Plastic pipe (type DWV) 

ASTM D 2665; ASTM D 2949; 
CSA B181.2 

Stainless steel drainage system, Type 3161 ASME A112.3.1 

Polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) plastic pipe ASTM F 1673: CAN/CSA B181.3 

MATERIAL STANDARD 
Cast-iron pipe ASTM A 74; ASTM A 888; CISPI 301 

Coextruded composite PVC 
DWV schedule 40 IPS pipe (solid) ASTM F 1488 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic pipe 
(Type DWV SDR 26) 

ASTM D 2665; ASTM D 2949; ASTM D 
3034; CSA B182.2; CSA B182.4 

Stainless steel drainage systems, Types 304 and 316L ASME A112.3.1 

Polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) plastic pipe ASTM F 1673: CAN/CSA B181.3 
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Table 702.4 is amended to read as follows: 

Table 702.4 
PIPE FITTINGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION 706 -CONNECTIONS BETWEEN DRAINAGE PIPING AND FITTINGS – is 
amended as follows: 
 

Table 706.3 is amended to read as follows: 
 

Table 706.3 
FITTINGS FOR CHANGE IN DIRECTION 

 
 
TYPE OF FITTING 
PATTERN 

CHANGE IN DIRECTION 
Horizontal to 
Vertical 

Vertical to 
horizontal 

Horizontal to 
horizontal 

 
Sixteenth bend 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
Eighth bend 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
Sixth bend 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
Quarter bend 

 
X 

 
Xa 

 
 

 
Short sweep 

 
X 

 
Xa,b 

 
 

 
Long sweep 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

 
Sanitary tee 

 
Xc 

 
Xc 

 
 

 
Wye 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

Combination wye 
 and eighth bend 

 
X 

 
X 

 
X 

For SI: 1 inch = 25.4 
 a The fittings shall be permitted for a 2-inch or smaller fixture drain 
 b Three inches and larger 
 c For a limitation on double sanitary tees, see Section 706.3. 

MATERIAL STANDARD 

Cast Iron ASTME B 16.4; ASTME B 16.12; 
ASTM A 74; ASTM A 888; CISPI 301 

Copper or copper alloy 
ASME B 16.15; ASME B 16.18; 
ASME B 16.22; ASME B 16.23; ASME B 16.26; 
ASME B 16.29 

Glass ASTM C 1053 
Gray iron and ductile iron AWWA C 110 
Polyolefin ASTM F 1412; CSA B181.3 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastic ASTM D 2665; ASTM D 3311; 
ASTM F 1866 

Stainless steel drainage systems, 
Types 304 and 316L ASME A 112.3.1 

Polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF) plastic pipe ASTM F 1673: CAN/CSA B181.3 
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SECTION 708 - CLEANOUTS - is amended as follows:  
 
Section 708.1.10.3 is added and shall read as follows: 

 
708.1.10.3 Base of stack.  A cleanout shall be provided at the base of each waste or 

soil stack. The center of the main stack cleanout shall be a maximum height of 24 inches 
above the finished floor. 

 
 
 

 
SECTION 802 -INDIRECT WASTES -is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 802.4.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

802.4.1 Size of Receptors.  Waste receptor shall be sized for the maximum discharge of all indirect 
waste pipes served by the receptor. Receptors shall be installed to prevent splashing. All waste receptor 
floor sinks shall be a minimum of 9 inches by 9 inches (229 mm by 229 mm) and installed with a minimum 
of ¼ inch raised lip above the finished floor. 
 
 
SECTION 903 - VENT TERMINALS - is amended as follows: 

 
Section 903.1is amended to read as follows: 

 
903.1 Roof extension.  All open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall be terminated at least 

12 inches (305 mm) above the roof, except that where a roof is to be used for any purpose other than weather 
protection, the vent extensions shall be run at least 7 feet (2134 mm) above the roof. 
 
SECTION 904 - OUTDOOR VENT EXTENSION - is amended as follows: 
 

Section 904.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 

904.1 Main vent required.  Every sanitary drainage system receiving the discharge of a water 
closet shall have a main vent that is either a vent stack or a stack vent.  Such vent shall not be less than 3 
inches (76mm) in diameter and run undiminished in size and as directly as possible from the building drain 
through to the open air above the roof. 
 
SECTION 905 - VENT CONNECTIONS AND GRADES -  is amended as follows:  
 

Section 905.1is amended to read as follows: 
 

905.1 Connection.  All individual, branch and circuit vents shall connect to a vent stack, stack 
vent, or extend to the open air. 
 
SECTION 918 - AIR ADMITTANCE VALVES - is amended as follows:  

 
Section 918.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
918.1 General.  An air admittance valve shall be permissible on a single fixture application in a 

CHAPTER 8 – INDIRECT/SPECIAL WASTE – is amended as follows: 
 
 

CHAPTER 9 – VENTS – is amended as follows: 
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new or existing plumbing system where standard venting is impractical. 
 
Sections 918.2 through 918.8 are deleted in their entirety. 

 
 
 
 

 
Sections 1601 through 1604 are added and shall read as follows: 

 
SECTION 1601 – TRAILER PARKS PLUMBING STANDARDS – is added and shall 
read as follows: 
 
 Section 1601.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

1601.1 Scope.  The primary objection of this chapter is to assure sanitary plumbing installations in 
trailer home parks. 

 
SECTION 1602 – STANDARDS – is added and shall read as follows: 

 
Section 1602.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
1602.1 General.  Plumbing systems hereafter installed in trailer home parks shall conform to the 

provisions set forth in the preceding sections of these Regulations, where applicable, and also to the 
provisions set forth in this Section. Trailer home park plumbing and drainage systems, in addition, shall 
conform to all other applicable Administrative Authority regulations. 
 

Section 1602.2 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
1602.2 Plans and specifications.  Before any plumbing or sewerage disposal facilities are installed 

or altered in any trailer park, duplicate plans and specifications shall be filed and proper permits obtained 
from the Administrative Authority.  Plans shall show in detail: 

 
Sections 1602.2.1 through 1602.2.4 are added and shall read as follows: 
 
1602.2.1 Plot plan. Plot plan of the park, drawn to scale, indicating elevations, property lines, 
driveways, existing or proposed buildings, and the sizes of the trailer sites; 
 
1602.2.2 Plumbing Layout. Complete specification and piping layout of the proposed plumbing 
system or alteration; and 
 
1602.2.3 Sewage disposal layout. Complete specification and layout of the proposed sewage 
disposal system or alteration. 
 
1602.2.4 Conformance. Trailer park plumbing system shall be designed and installed according to 
the requirements of the plumbing code and shall, in addition, conform to all other pertinent local 
ordinances and State regulations. 
 
Section 1603.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
1603.1 Materials.  Materials shall conform to the approved standards set forth in other sections of 

CHAPTER 16 – MOBILE HOME & TRAVEL TRAILER PARK PLUMBING 
REQUIREMENTS – is added as follows: 
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the plumbing code. 
 

 Section 1604.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

1604.1 Maintenance.  All required devices or safeguards shall be maintained in good working 
order. The owner, operator, or lessee of the trailer park or his designated agent shall be responsible for their 
maintenance.  When wash rooms or toilet rooms are installed, they must conform with these regulations. 
 
 Section 1605.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 

1605.1 Operator’s responsibility - Violations.  When it is evident that there exists, or may exist, a 
violation of any pertinent regulation, the owner, operator, lessee, person in charge of the park, or any other 
person causing a violation shall immediately disconnect the trailer water supply and sewer connection from 
the park systems and shall employ such other corrective measures as may be ordered by the Code Official. 
 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING APPENDIX IS DELETED IN ITS ENTIRETY: 
APPENDIX A - PLUMBING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 

 
THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES ARE ADOPTED IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

APPENDIX B - RATES OF RAINFALL FOR VARIOUS CITIES 
APPENDIX C – STRUCTURAL SAFETY 
APPENDIX D - DEGREE DAY AND DESIGN TEMPERATURES 
APPENDIX E - SIZING OF WATER PIPING SYSTEM 

   
 

Adopted this ____ day of ______________, 2019. 

 Effective the ____ day of _____________, 20__. 
 
 
ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
  OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
______________________________ ______________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
 
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
  
  
    
 
_____________________________  Mail to:  
B. Andrew Bright  County Attorney’s Office 
Assistant County Attorney  100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
   Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AND ENACT THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING 
BUILDING CODE, AS PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, 

WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

RECITALS 
 
 It has been recommended that the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 

Maryland (the “Board”) adopt the 2018 International Existing Building Code, which provides and 

establishes the use of alternative approaches to achieve compliance with minimum requirements to 

safeguard the public health, safety, and welfare insofar as they are affected by the repair, alteration, 

change of occupancy, addition to, and relocation of existing buildings. 

 A public hearing was held on _______________, 2019, following due notice and 

advertisement of the text of the 2018 International Existing Building Code, as promulgated by the 

International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County. 

 Public comment was received, reviewed, and considered concerning the adoption of the 

2018 International Existing Building Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with 

local amendments for Washington County. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2015 International 

Existing Building Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments, 

adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, on December 

15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016 (ORD-2015-28), and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances 

in conflict herewith are hereby repealed; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2018 International 

Existing Building Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments 

for Washington County, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, is enacted with 

the following insertions, amendments and additions:
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Section 101.1  amended 
Section 101.1.1  added 
Section 101.1.2  added 
Section 101.1.3  added 
Section 101.1.4  added 
Section 101.1.5  added 
Section 101.1.6  added 
Section 101.1.7   added 

Section 101.1.8  added 
Section 103.1  amended 
Section 108.2  amended 
Section 108.4.1  added 
Section 113.4  amended 
Section 113.4.1  added 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CHAPTER 1 – ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 101, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
  

Section 101.1 Title is amended to read as follows: 
 
101.1 These regulations shall be known as the Existing Building Code of Washington 

County, Maryland, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
 
Sections 101.1.1 through 101.1.8 are added to read as follows: 

 
 101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on ____________, 2019, effective 
____________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, 
as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
  
 101.1.2 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
NFPA70: National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ________________, 20__, effective 
________, 20__, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, as 
may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland, adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and amended on __________, 
2019, effective _________, 20__. 
 
 101.1.3 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall mean 
the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
 101.1.4 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on ___________, 20__, effective ___________, 20__. 
   

101.1.5  International Building Code.  Any reference to the International Building Code 
shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
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Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted on ____________, 20__, effective ___________, 20__, 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
 
 101.1.6  International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas Code 
shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective __________, 20__. 
 

101.1.7 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 
Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, 
as promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted on _________, 2019, 
effective ________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland, as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
 
 101.1.8 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to International Mechanical 
Code in this code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by 
the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland, on ____________, 2019, effective ________, 20__. 
   
SECTION 103, DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY, is amended as follows: 
   
 Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 103.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The Director of the Division of Construction 
shall be known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of Construction 
shall be known as the Deputy Code Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer 
and enforce all provisions of this code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Official shall be 
referred to singularly or collectively as the Code Official. 
 
SECTION 108, FEES, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 108.2 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 108.2 Schedule of permit fees.  The fees for work performed under this code shall be paid 
in accordance with the schedule as established by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland, as may be amended from time to time. 
 
SECTION 113, VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 

Section 113.4 Violation penalties, is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 113.4 Criminal Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a 
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) 
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or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, 
or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 
  

Section 113.4.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
  113.4.1 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a 
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be 
guilty of a civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance with Md. Code, Local Government 
Article, § 6-102, et seq.  The penalty for a civil offense shall be established by resolution by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. Each day that a violation 
continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 
 Adopted this ____ day of ___________ 2019. 
 Effective the ____ day of _________, 20___. 
  
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
  
 
 
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
 
___________________________________  Mail to: 
B. Andrew Bright     Office of the County Attorney 
Assistant County Attorney    100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
       Hagerstown, MD  21740 
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RESOLUTION NO. RS-2019-___ 
 

(RESOLUTION ADOPTING FEE SCHEDULE FOR CIVIL CITATIONS AND REPEALING 
RESOLUTION NO. RS-2015-23 

 
RECITALS 

 
 On _____________, 2019, the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland (the "County") adopted the following codes governing all building work performed in 
Washington County, Maryland, said codes being effective __________, 20___: 
 

the Maryland Building Performance Standards (i.e. the International 
Building Code, 2018 Edition, the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, 
and the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition); 
 
the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition; 

 
  the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition; 
 
  the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition; 
 
  the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition; and 
 
  the 2017 National Electrical Code (the "Codes"). 
 
 Pursuant to the Code of the Public Local Laws of Washington County, Maryland, Section 
1-112, the County may impose civil citations for violations of the Codes and the Codes provide 
for such civil citations.  The Codes also provide that the fine for a civil offense shall be established 
by resolution of the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland that the fine for a civil citation issued for a violation set forth 
below be established as follows: 
 
 1. Civil citations will only be issued for the following violations of the above-
referenced Codes: 
 
  a. Work started without proper permit (IRC: R105.1 & R113.1; IBC: 105.1 & 
114.1; IMC: 106.1 and 108.1; IPC: 106.1 and 108.1; ICCEC: 401.1; IEBC: 105.1 & 113.1); 
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  b. Stop work order (unlawful continuance) (IRC: R114.2; IBC: 115.3; IMC: 
108.5; IPC:108.5; ICCEC: 1004.3; IEBC: 114.3); 
 
  c. Violation of unsafe structure posting (IRC: 115.1; IBC: 116.1; IMC: 108.7; 
IPC:108.7; ICCEC: 901.2; IEBC 115.1); or 
 
  d. Violation of a Certificate of Occupancy (IRC: R110.1; IBC: 111.1; IMC: Not 
Applicable; IPC: Not Applicable; ICCEC: 303; IEBC: 110.1). 
 
 2. Any violation of the above shall be punishable by a fine of One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) per day. Each day the violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 
 3. In the event a second citation for a violation is issued regarding the same property 
within two-years from the date of the initial citation, the fine shall increase to Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200.00) per day for each day the property is in violation. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution No. RS-2015-23 adopted by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on December 15, 2015, effective March 
1, 2016, is hereby REPEALED.  

 
Adopted this ____ day of __________, 2019. 
Effective the ____ day of ________, 20___. 

 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
____________________________  BY:__________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk          Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
 
Approved as to form 
and legal sufficiency: 
 
____________________________  Mail to: 
B. Andrew Bright    Office of the County Attorney 
Assistant County Attorney   100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
      Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 
 
\\washco-md.net\CountyAttorney\Documents\Permits\Civil Citations Guidelines\RES\Resolution (civil citations - 2018 Codes).DOC 



1 OF 11 
 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE 

TO ADOPT FEE SCHEDULES PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF FEES 
FOR ALL BUILDING/TRADE WORK PERFORMED IN WASHINGTON 

COUNTY, MARYLAND” (ORD-2017-03) AND TO REENACT THE ORDINANCE 
WITH AMENDMENTS 

 
On April 4, 2017, by Ordinance No. ORD-2017-03, the Board adopted an ordinance 

entitled “An Ordinance to Adopt Fee Schedules Providing for the Collection of Fees for All 
Building/Trade Work Performed in Washington County, Maryland,” effective July 1, 2017, 
modifying certain fees. 
 

On _________________, 2019, the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland (the "Board") adopted the following codes governing all building/trade 
work performed in Washington County, Maryland, said codes being effective _________, 20__: 

 
the Maryland Building Performance Standards (i.e. the International Building Code, 

with local amendments, the International Residential Code, with local amendments, and the 
International Energy Conservation Code, with local amendments, 2018 Editions); 
 the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; 

the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; 
 the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; 
 the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; 
 the 2017 National Electrical Code, with local amendments; and 

an amendment to Ordinance No. ORD-07-08 adopting the 2006 ICC Electrical Code 
Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local amendments, and repealing 
ORD-2015-33 adopted on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016 

(the "Codes"). 
  
 The Codes provide that fees shall be paid in accordance with a fee schedule established 
by the applicable governing authority. 
 
 A public hearing was held on ____________, 2019, following due notice and 
advertisement of the Board's intention to amend Ordinance No. ORD-2017-03 to reflect the 
adoption of the above-referenced codes. 
 
 Any public comment was reviewed and carefully considered. 
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 The Board believes it to be in the best interests of the citizens and residents of 
Washington County, Maryland, that the Fee Schedules providing for the collection of fees for 
all building/trade work performed under the Codes adopted in ORD-2017-03, effective July 1, 
2017, remain in effect. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland, that the attached Fee Schedules (Building, Electrical, 
Mechanical, and Plumbing) be adopted for all building/trade work performed in Washington 
County, Maryland under the Maryland Building Performance Standards (i.e. the International 
Building Code, with local amendments, the International Residential Code, with local 
amendments, and the International Energy Conservation Code, with local amendments, 2018 
Editions); the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; the 
International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; the International Fuel Gas 
Code, 2018 Edition, with local amendments; the 2017 National Electrical Code, with local 
amendments; and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with 
local amendments, as amended. 

 
 Adopted this ____ day of _____________, 2019. 
 Effective the ___ day of _________, 20___. 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
  
__________________________   _________________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart     Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
County Clerk 
 
Approved as to form 
and legal sufficiency: 
 
__________________________ 
B. Andrew Bright 
Assistant County Attorney 

After recording mail to: 
Office of the County Attorney 

100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW & PERMITTING 

MECHANICAL FEE SCHEDULE 
(Effective July 1, 2017) 

 
 NOTE:  All fees are non-refundable 

 
RESIDENTIAL PERMIT FEES 

$65.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*-Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
Mobile Home/Mobile Home Replacement *$50 per unit 
Single Family Dwelling/Modular Home *$40 per  unit 
2 Family/Semi-Detached (separate application required for each unit) *$ $40 per unit 
Townhouse (Separate application required for each unit) *$ $40 per unit 
Multi-Family/Apartment(s)  (separate application required for each 
unit) 

*$ $40 per unit 

Addition *$40 per unit 
Venting (Hood, Dryer, Bath fan) *$3 per appliance 
New Installation of Manufactured Fireplace with Chimney *$60 per unit 
New Installation of Manufactured Fireplace - Direct Vent/Ventless *$25 per unit 
Gas Piping/LP  Tank/Oil Tank *$40/each 
Geothermal Installations *$40  per unit 

 
RESIDENTIAL RETROFIT 

Mobile Home Furnace or Condenser *$25 per unit 
Single/Modular Dwelling Furnace or Condenser *$35 per unit 
2 Family/Semi-Detached Furnace or  Condenser *$40 per unit 
Townhouse Furnace or Condenser *$40 per unit 
Multi-Family Furnace or Condenser *$40 per unit 
 

RESIDENTIAL RETROFIT 
NO APPLICATION FEE REQUIRED FOR INDIVIDUAL INSTALLATIONS 

(Single appliance per application) 
 

Manufactured Fireplace/Gas Appliance 
(Existing Chimney - direct vent or ventless) 

$25 (plus Technology Fee) 
 

Pellet/Freestanding Stove/Gas Appliance $35 (plus Technology Fee) 
 

UL Chimney liner (no appliance) $25 (plus Technology Fee) 
 

 
COMMERCIAL 

$125.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*-Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
New/Addition/Remodeled 

 
*$80/per unit 

Kitchen Equipment *$10 per appliance 
Gas Piping/LP Tank *$75/each 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

(No Application Fee or Technology Fee Required) 
Extra trip fees will be assessed for premature inspection requests, 
incomplete work, and work areas not accessible 

1st extra trip - $50 
2nd extra trip - $75 
3rd extra trip - $100 

Permit Extension $25 each 
Investigation Fee (work started without permit) $200 
Archive/Records Research $100 per address 
File an appeal to the Plumbing/Mechanical Board $150 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 
MECHANICAL FEE SCHEDULE 

(Effective July 1, 2017) 
Continued 

 
MECHANICAL REGISTRATION FEES* 

Master/Restricted/Limited License 
      In-County Resident 
      Out-of-County Resident 

 
$50 

$100 
Journeyman License 
      In-County Resident 
      Out-of-County Resident 

 
$20 
$40 

*Registration fee will be for a period of two years and must be renewed on or before the 31st day of May of the renewal year. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 

 ELECTRICAL FEE SCHEDULE 
(Effective July 1, 2017) 

 
 NOTE:  All fees are Non-Refundable 
 

 
RESIDENTIAL PERMIT FEE 

$65.00 Application Fee  
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*- Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
 

Residential  

1 or 2 Family Dwelling (includes service & low voltage) *$.10 per sq ft/finished 
area 

Mobile Homes (includes service & low voltage) *$50 

Modular Homes (includes service & low voltage) *$75 
Multi-family dwelling (semi-detached/town house/apartments (includes 
service and low voltage) *$100 each unit 

Residential Additions 

Addition  (includes service & low voltage) *$.10 per sq ft 

Special Permits and Fees 

Temporary Service *$25 

Residential Service upgrade/Repair/Reintroduction (Includes up to 5 outlets) *$50 

Construction Trailer *$50 
Swimming Pools – In Ground 
Swimming Pools – Above Ground 

*$100 
*$25 

Hot tub 
    Single inspection 
    When separate trip required for rough wire or trench inspection 

 
*$50/each 

*$35 

Low Voltage (only) *$20 

Illuminated Signs *$50/each 
Outlets - Change of equipment not involving changes to service and/or 
change; Detached Garage/Accessory Structures 
    Includes outlets, fixtures, appliances, transformers, generators, motors, 
elevators and other equipment.  All equipment is counted as outlets. 
     1 - 5 
     6 - 50 outlets 
     Each additional 25 devices 
 

 
 

*$15 
*$50 
*$10 

Wind Turbines (No more than 2 permitted on each property) *$100/Each Tower 

Solar Panels 
    1-10 KW's 
    Each Additional 20 KW's 

*$50 
*$75 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING - 
ELECTRICAL FEE SCHEDULE 

(Effective July 1, 2017) 
(Continued) 

 
COMMERCIAL PERMIT FEE 

$125.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*-Application Fee and Technology Fee apply 
 

Equipment List -  
All electrical permit applications must be accompanied by a detailed list including outlet counts, 
switches, and detailed list of all equipment to be installed.  Additional electrical plans are not required 
when they have been submitted as part of an approved building permit.  All others must be accompanied 
by 2 sets of plans, prepared and sealed by a Maryland professional engineer, architect, or a licensed 
Master  Electrician in accordance with the Washington County Electrical Code 
New Construction or Major additions  
Includes service, feeders, wiring, switches, outlets, appliances, transformers, 
generators, motors, elevators, and other equipment.  

    First 100 amps *$300 

    Each additional 100 amps *$100 
  
New "Shell Only" Construction  
Includes service, wiring for safety equipment and alarms, and any energized 
feeders.  

    First 100 amps *$100 

    Each additional 100 amps *$50 
  
Interior Completions of Tenant Space  
Includes service, feeders, heavy ups, wiring, switches, outlets, appliances, 
transformers, generators, motor, elevators, and other equipment.  

    Each 100 amps *$300 

    Each additional 100 amps *$50 
  
Heavy UPS only (service upgrade/repair/reintroduction and including 
                                up to 5 outlets)  

     First 100 amps 
   Each additional 100 amps 

*$100 
*$50 

  
Change of equipment not involving changes to service and/or feeder 
equipment  

Includes outlets, fixtures, appliances, transformers, generators, motors, 
elevators, and other equipment.  All equipment is counted as outlets.  

 1 – 5   outlets (no application fee required – single permit only) 
 6 – 25  outlets 
26 – 50 outlets 
Each additional 25 devices 

* $65 
* $50 
*$100 
*$10 

Wind Turbines (No more than 2 permitted on each property) *$300/Each Tower 
Solar Panels 
    1-25 KW's    
    Each Additional 20K 

*$100 
*$75 



7 OF 11 
 

WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 
 ELECTRICAL FEE SCHEDULE 

(Effective July 1, 2017) 
(Continued) 

Commercial 
(continued) 

Illuminated Sign(s) *$50/each 

Low Voltage Only *$20 

Temporary Service *$75 
Miscellaneous 

(No Application Fee or Technology Fee Required) 
Archive/Records Research $100 per address 

Extra trip fees will be assessed for premature inspection requests, incomplete 
work, and work areas not accessible 

1st extra trip- $50 
2nd extra trip- $75 

3rd extra trip- $100 
 

File an appeal to the Electrical Board $150 

Investigation Fee (work started without permit) $200 

Permit Extension $25 
Licensing Fees 

(No Application Fee or Technology Fee Required) 
Examination Fee $50 

Inactive License $50 

Late Penalty for License Renewal $100 

Master & Restricted Licenses (Renewable every three years) $150 

Reactivation Fee 
$50 plus $50 for each 
remaining year of the 

licensing period 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING- 

BUILDING FEE SCHEDULE 
(Effective July 1, 2017) 

 
Building permit fees shall be based on the square footage area of proposed structure(s) and shall 
include an application fee and technology fee unless otherwise noted. 

$250.00 Minimum Payment Due at Time of Submittal 
Permit Fees Less Than $250.00 to be Paid in Full 

Note: All Fees are Non-Refundable 
RESIDENTIAL  

$65.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
Mobile Homes (Manufactured Housing) $65 plus $.10/sf. (No Technology 

Fee Required) 
New Dwelling Units - Single Family/Multi-
Family/Apartment(s) 

* $.10 sf. for finished and 
unfinished area 

Garages, carports, sheds, porches, decks, chimney and 
other accessory structures 

* $.10 sf. 

Interior/exterior alterations, repairs and remodeling * $.10 sf. 

Swimming Pools * $75 Above-Ground 
*$125 In-Ground 

RESIDENTIAL 
NO APPLICATION OR TECHNOLOGY FEE REQUIRED 

Demolition $50 
Fences Higher than 7 ft. $50 
All Retaining/Masonry Walls $50 
  
Solar Panel/Wind Turbines $50 
Chimney  $50 

COMMERCIAL 
$150.00 Application Fee 

$15 Technology Fee 
*Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 

All floor (new construction or additions) * $.15/sf. 
Interior alterations * $.15/sf. 
Tenant Fit-out  $165 plus $.15/sf. (no Technology Fee) 

COMMERCIAL 
NO APPLICATION OR TECHNOLOGY FEE REQUIRED 

Demolition $50 
Zoning Permits  (No Structural Alterations)  

Animal Husbandry/Day Care/Change of Business 
Name/Home Occupation 

 
All other zoning permits 
 

 
 

$65 
 
 

$165 
Solar Panels/Wind Turbines $100 
 Footing and Foundation Permit $75 

Pre-Permit Commercial Plan Review $200 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 
BUILDING FEE SCHEDULE 

(Effective July 1, 2017) 
(Continued) 

Temporary Occupancy $75 
Zoning Verification Letter $100  

Note:  All measurements shall be computed using gross exterior building dimensions. 
EXCISE TAX 

In accordance with Section 2-701 of the Code of the Public Local Laws of Washington 
County, as amended from time to time, there is a building excise tax on building 
construction in Washington County.  See the Building Excise Tax Ordinance for 
applicability. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
NO APPLICATION FEE OR TECHNOLOGY FEE REQUIRED 

Signs - On the building 
             Freestanding 
             Portable 

$80 plus $.10/sf. 
$165 plus $.10/sf. 

$80 
Archive/Records Research $100 per address 
File an appeal to the Building Code Board of 
Appeals  

$250 Commercial 
$150 Residential 

Inspection Fees:  Extra trip fees will be assessed for 
premature inspection requests, incomplete work, 
and work areas not accessible. 

1st extra trip - $50 
2nd extra trip - $75 
3rd extra trip - $100 

Investigation Fee (work started without permit) $200 
Permit Extension $25 each 
Expedited Certificate of Occupancy $75 
Replacement Placard $25 

Permit/Plan Revisions Residential - $100 
Non-Residential - $200 

Grading Permit (Processing Only) $20 minimum or $5/per acre 
Driveway (Entrance) Permit $25 
Utility Permit $25 
Home Builder Guaranty Fund Fee (pursuant to 
Chapter 481 of the 2008 Acts of the Maryland General 
Assembly) 

$50/unit 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS FEES 
NO APPLICATION FEE OR TECHNOLOGY FEE REQUIRED 

Variance: 1 or 2 family residential units & accessory 
uses $150 

Other Variance $300 
Appeal charging administrative error $150 
Special Exception $500 
Administrative Adjustment $75 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 

PLUMBING FEE SCHEDULE 
(Effective July 1, 2017) 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTE:  All fees are non-
refundable 

Prior to the issuance of any permit, the applicant shall pay the following fees: 
RESIDENTIAL 

$65.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
Single-Family Dwelling *$60 
Mobile Home *$60 
Modular Dwelling *$60 
2 Family/Semi-Detached (Separate application required for each unit) *$50 per unit 
Townhouse (Separate application required for each unit) *$50 per unit 
Multi-Family/Apartments (Separate application required for each unit) *$50 per unit 
Single fixture only $25 plus technology fee 
Addition/Remodel ( 2-4 fixtures and/or appliances) *$25 
Addition/Remodel (more than 5 fixtures and/or appliances) *$50 
Connection to public/private water *$40 
Connection to public sewer/private septic *$40 
Gas Piping/LP gas tank  *$40/unit 
Hydronic Water Connection *$40 
Boiler *$40/unit 

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL 
$125.00 Application Fee 
$15.00 Technology Fee 

*-Application Fee and Technology Fee Apply 
Commercial/Industrial  - New 
1 – 10 Fixtures/appliances 
11 or more 

 
*$75 

$2 additional per fixture 
Addition/Remodel *$5/fixture 
Single Fixture Only $50 plus technology fee 
Connection to Water *$75 
Connection to Sewer *$75 
Storm Drain *$75 
Gas Piping/LP gas tank *$75/unit 
Boiler *$40/ unit 
Hydronic Water Connection *$40 

MISCELLANEOUS 
No Application Fee and Technology Fee Required 

Extra trip fees will be assessed for premature inspection requests, 
incomplete work, and work areas not accessible. 

1st extra trip - $50 
2nd extra trip - $75 
3rd extra trip $100 

Permit Extension $25 each 
Investigation Fee (work started without permit) $200 
Archive/Records Research $100 per address 
Permit Transfer To A New Contractor $75 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY DIVISION OF PLAN REVIEW AND PERMITTING 
PLUMBING FEE SCHEDULE 

(Effective July 1, 2017) 
(Continued) 

LICENSING FEES 
(Biennial) 

Classification Resident Non-Resident 
Master Plumber $50 $100 
Journeyman $20 $40 
Apprentice $15 $30 
On-Site Utility Contractor $50 $100 
Drain Cleaner $50 $100 
*Water Conditioner N/C N/C 
*Pump Installer N/C N/C 
Gas Fitter $50 $100 
   
   
Exam Fee for On-Site Utility Contractor $50 $50 
Late Penalty for License Renewal $100 $100 
 
*The State requires these types of licenses to be exempt from all licensing fees. 
 
Upon initial application, applicant shall pay the registration and/or licensing fees.  The Board of 
County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland may, by resolution, change periodically the 
registration, licensing, and biennial fees. 
 
No additional renewal fee will be charged to applicants who renew after March. 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE 2014 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL 
CODE WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND ON DECEMBER 

15, 2015, EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2016, AND TO ENACT THE 2017 EDITION OF 
THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE, WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
 
 

RECITALS 
 

The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, being 

concerned with safety and fire prevention in Washington County, adopted by Ordinance 

No. ORD-2015-32, the 2014 Edition of the National Electrical Code, with local amendments 

for Washington County, on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016. 

It has been recommended to the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 

County, Maryland, that it adopt the 2017 Edition of the National Electrical Code which is 

more up-to-date and which provides greater electrical safeguards for residents of 

Washington County, Maryland, if implemented. 

It has also been recommended to the Board that certain amendments be made to 

the text of the 2017 Edition of the National Electrical Code. 

A public hearing was held on ______________, 2019 following due notice and 

advertisement of the text of the 2017 Edition of the National Electrical Code, with local 

amendments for Washington County. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2014 Edition 

of the National Electrical Code, with local amendments for Washington County, adopted 

by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, by Ordinance 

No. ORD-2015-32, on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016, and all other 

ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2017 Edition 

of the National Electrical Code, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, 

is enacted with the following insertions, amendments, and additions: 

[Note:  new language is in italics] 
[Deletions are shown as strikethrough] 
 
 
 
Section 210.52.  Dwelling Unit Receptacle Outlets, Subsection (E) Outdoor Outlets, and 
Subsection (G) Basements, Garages, and Accessory Buildings, are amended and shall 
read as follows: 
 

(E) Outdoor Outlets.  Outdoor receptacle outlets shall be installed in 
accordance with 210.52(E)(1) through (E)(3). 

 
*** 

 (3) Balconies, Decks, and Porches.  Balconies, decks, and porches 
that are attached to the dwelling unit and accessible from inside the 
dwelling unit shall have at least one receptacle outlet accessible from the 
balcony, deck, or porch.  The receptacle outlet shall not be located more 
than 2.0m (6½ ft) above the balcony, deck, or porch walking surface. 

 
_______________ 

 
(G) Basements, Garages, and Accessory Buildings. For a one- and two-

family dwelling, at least one receptacle outlet shall be installed in the 
areas specified in 210.52(G)(1) through (3).  These receptacles shall be in 
addition to receptacles required for specific equipment. 

 

ARTICLE 210 – Branch Circuits, is amended as follows:  
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(1) Garages. In each attached garage and in each detached garage 
with electric power, at least one receptacle outlet shall be 
installed for each vehicle bay and not more than 1.7 m (5 ½ ft.) 
above the floor. The receptacle outlets located in each attached and 
each detached garage with electric power shall be installed at a 
minimum height of 450 mm (18 in.) above the finished garage floor. 

 
(2) Accessory Buildings.  In each accessory building with electric 

power. 
 
(3) Basements.  In each separate unfinished portion of a basement. 
     

*** 
 

     *** 
 
Section 250.53. Grounding Electrode System Installation, Subsection (A) Rod, Pipe, and 
Plate Electrodes, is amended by adding Subsection (4) which shall read as follows: 
       

*** 
 

(4) The use of two 2.5 m × 16 mm (8 ft. × 5/8 in.) galvanized ground rods 
spaced a minimum of 1.8 m (6 ft.) apart shall be required for all new and 
upgraded residential electrical services. 
    *** 
 

                                                                        
 
Section 300.5 Underground Installations, Subsection (D), Protection from Damage, 
Subsection (3) Service Conductors, is amended and shall read as follows: 
       

*** 
 

(3) All underground Conductors - Underground conductors that are not encased 
in concrete and that are buried 450 mm (18 in.) or more below grade shall 
have their location identified by a warning ribbon that is placed in the trench 
at least 300 mm (12 in.) above the underground installation. 

DELETE THIS PAGE    *** 
 
 
Section 334.30, Securing and Supporting, is amended and shall read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE 250 – Grounding, is amended as follows: 

ARTICLE 300 – Wiring Methods, is amended as follows:  

ARTICLE 334 – Nonmetallic- Sheathed Cable: Types NM, NMC, and NMS, is amended as 
follows: 
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 334.30. Securing and Supporting. Nonmetallic- sheathed cable shall be supported 
and secured by insulated staples, cable ties listed and identified for securement and 
support; or straps, hangers, or similar fittings designed and installed so as not to damage 
the cable at intervals not exceeding 1.4 m (4½ ft.) and within 300 mm (12 in.) of every 
cable entry into enclosures such as outlet boxes, junction boxes, cabinets, or fittings. Flat 
cables shall not be stapled on edge.  
 

Sections of cable protected from physical damage by raceway shall not be 
required to be secured within the raceway. 
 
      *** 
 
 
 
 
Section 680.26 Equipotential Bonding, Subsection (B) Bonded Parts Subsection (2) 
Perimeter Surfaces is amended as follows: 
 
 (2) Perimeter Surfaces.  The perimeter surface to be bonded shall be considered 
to extend for 1 m (3 ft.) horizontally beyond the inside walls of the pool and shall 
include unpaved surfaces, as well as poured concrete surfaces and other types of 
paving. Perimeter surfaces less than 1 m (3 ft.) separated from the pool by a permanent 
wall or building 1.5 m (5 ft.) in height or more shall require equipotential bonding only 
on the pool side of the permanent wall or building. Bonding to perimeter surfaces shall 
be provided as specified in 680.26(B)(2)(a) or (2)(b) and shall be attached to the pool 
reinforcing steel or copper conductor grid at a minimum of four (4) points uniformly 
spaced around the perimeter of the pool. For nonconductive pool shells, bonding at 
four points shall not be required. 

(a) Structural Reinforcing Steel. Structural reinforcing steel shall be 
bonded in accordance with 680.26(B)(1)(a). 

(b) Alternate Means. Where structural reinforcing steel is not 
available or is encapsulated in a nonconductive compound, a 
copper conductor(s) shall be utilized where the following 
requirements are met. 

(1) At least one minimum 8 AWC bare solid copper conductor shall 
be provided. 

(2) The conductors shall follow the contour of the perimeter surface. 
(3) Only listed splices shall be permitted. 
(4) The required conductor shall be 450 to 600 mm (18 in. to 24 in.) 

from the inside walls of the pool. 
(5) The required conductor shall be secured within or under the 

perimeter surface 100mm to 150mm (4 in. to 6 in.) below the 

ARTICLE 680 – Swimming Pools, Fountains, and Similar Installations, is amended as follows:  
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subgrade. 
 
Adopted this ____ day of ____________, 2019. 
Effective the _____ day of __________, 20___. 

 

 
ATTEST:    BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________ ___________________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk   Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
 
 
Approved as to form  
and legal sufficiency: 
       Mail to: 
__________________________    Office of the County Attorney 
B. Andrew Bright     100 W. Washington Street, Ste 1101 
Assistant County Attorney    Hagerstown, MD  21740 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO 
ADOPT THE 2006 ICC ELECTRICAL CODE – ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, 

FIRST PRINTING, WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
MARYLAND” AND TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2015-33 

 
RECITALS 

 
 The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland (the "Board") 

adopted by Ordinance No. ORD-07-08 on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, the 2006 

ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions, First Printing, with local amendments for 

Washington County, Maryland, and amended by Ordinance No. ORD-2015-33, adopted on 

December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016.  

 It has been recommended to the Board that certain amendments be made to the local 

amendments, some of which are necessary due to the recent organizational restructuring in 

Washington County Government. 

 A public hearing was held on __________, 2019, following due notice and advertisement 

of the text of the proposed amendments. 

 Public comment was received, reviewed and considered. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Washington County, Maryland, that Ordinance No. ORD-2015-33, adopted by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016, 

is hereby REPEALED. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED that Ordinance 

No. ORD-07-08 adopting the 2006 ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions, First Printing, 

the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, is hereby amended with the following 

insertions, deletions, and amendments: 

Sections 101.1.1 – 101.1.10 added 
Section 202   amended 
Section 301.1   amended 

Section 404.2   amended 
Section 1003.1   amended 
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Section 1003.1.1 added 
Section 1101.1  amended 
Chapter 12  deleted [Note added] 

 
Appendices A-D deleted 

 

(1) CHAPTER 1 – SCOPE, is amended as follows: 

 
 (a) SECTION 101, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
  

Sections 101.1.1 through 101.1.9 are added to read as follows: 
 
  101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International 
Residential Code shall mean the International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments 
for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective ________, 20___, as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
  
  101.1.2 ICC Electrical Code.  Any reference to the ICC Electrical Code shall 
mean the 2017 National Electrical Code, with local amendments for Washington County, 
Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on 
__________, 2019, effective __________, 20___, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions, with local amendments for 
Washington County, as adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and amended on _________, 2019, 
effective _________, 20___. 
 
  101.1.3 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code 
shall mean the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 
  101.1.4 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International 
Plumbing Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by 
the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, 
effective ________, 20___. 
   
  101.1.5  International Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Building Code shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by 
the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, 
effective ___________, 20___, as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
 
  101.1.6 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the 
International Existing Building Code, shall mean the International Existing Building Code, 2018 
Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from 
time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on 
___________, 2019, effective __________, 20___, by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland. 
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  101.1.7 International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel 
Gas Code shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by 
the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on __________, 2019, 
effective ___________, 20___. 
 
  101.1.8 International Private Sewage Disposal Code.  Any reference to the 
International Private Sewage Disposal Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 
Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington 
County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective __________, 20___. 
  
  101.1.9 International Property Maintenance Code.  Any reference to the 
International Property Maintenance Code shall mean the Washington County Livability Code 
adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on November 
1, 1988, effective January 1, 1989, Revision 1 adopted and effective May 9, 2006, and as may be 
further amended or restated from time to time. 
 
  101.1.10 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to the International 
Mechanical Code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as may be amended 
or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted 
by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, 
effective __________, 20___. 
    
(2) CHAPTER 2, DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
 (a) SECTION 202, GENERAL DEFINITIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
  The following definition is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
  CODE OFFICIAL.  The Director of the Washington County Division of 
Construction shall be known as the Code Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of 
Construction shall be known as the Deputy Code Official and is hereby authorized and directed to 
administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Official 
shall be referred to singularly or collectively as the Code Official. 
 
(3) CHAPTER 3, ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT, is amended as follows: 
 
 (a) SECTION 301, DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTION, is 
amended as follows: 
 
  Section 301.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
  301.1 Creation of enforcement agency.  The Director of the Washington County 
Division of Construction shall be known as the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of 
Construction shall be known as the Deputy Code Official and are hereby authorized and directed 
to administer and enforce all provisions of this code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Official 
shall be referred to singularly or collectively as the Code Official. 
 
 SECTION 103, DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL INSPECTIONS, is amended as 
follows: 
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(4) CHAPTER 4, PERMITS AND FEES, is amended as follows: 
 
 (a) SECTION 404, FEES, is amended as follows: 
 
  Section 404.2 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
  Section 404.2  Schedule of permit fees.  The fees for all electrical work shall be 
paid as required in accordance with the schedule established by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. 
 
(5) CHAPTER 10, VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows:  
 
 (a) SECTION 1003, PENALTIES, is amended as follows: 
 
  Section 1003.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
  1003.1 Criminal Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates 
a provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) 
or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, 
or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 
  Section 1003.1.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
  1003.1.1 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a 
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be 
guilty of a civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance with Md. Code, Local Government 
Article, § 6-102, et seq..  The fine for a civil offense shall be established by resolution by the Board 
of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland.  Each day that a violation continues 
after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 
(6) CHAPTER 11, MEANS OF APPEAL, is deleted in its entirety and the following 
shall be inserted in its place: 
 
 CHAPTER 11, MEANS OF APPEAL 
 
 SECTION 1101, GENERAL 
 
 1101.1  Appeals.  Any appeal of orders, decisions, or determinations made by the Code 
Official relative to the application and interpretation of this code shall be made to the Board of 
Examiners and Supervisors established by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland pursuant to Title 8 of the Code of the Public Local Laws of Washington County, 
Maryland, 2007 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to time, and pursuant to any 
rules or regulations adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland. 
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(7) CHAPTER 12, ELECTRICAL PROVISIONS, is hereby deleted in its entirety. 
 
 NOTE:  The subject matter of this chapter is not within the scope of this code.  For the 
applicable electrical provisions, refer to the 2017 National Electrical Code, with local amendments 
for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on ___________, 2019, effective __________, 20__, as may be amended or 
restated from time to time. 
 
(8) APPENDICES A-D are deleted in their entirety. 
 
 
 Adopted this ____ day of ___________, 2019. 
 Effective the ____ day of __________, 20___. 
 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Krista L Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
    
   
 
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
 
___________________________________ 
B. Andrew Bright 
Assistant County Attorney 
 

 
 
 
Mail to: 
County Attorney’s Office 
100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-2019-___ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE 2015 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE, AS 
PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL, WITH LOCAL 

AMENDMENTS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND AND TO ENACT THE INTERNATIONAL 

FUEL GAS CODE, 2018 EDITION, AS PROMULGATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
CODE COUNCIL, WITH LOCAL AMENDMENTS FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, 

MARYLAND 
 

RECITALS 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland (the "Board"), 

being concerned with providing protection for consumers, the general public, and owners and 

occupants of building and structures in Washington County, Maryland, adopted by Ordinance No. 

ORD-2015-31, the 2015 International Fuel Gas Code, as promulgated by the International Code 

Council, with local amendments, on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016. 

 It has been recommended that the Board adopt the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 

Edition, which is more up-to-date and which provides greater safeguards for consumers, the general 

public, and owners and occupants of buildings and structures in Washington County, Maryland, if 

implemented, and provides for minimum regulations governing the design installation of fuel 

piping systems, fuel utilization equipment, gaseous hydrogen systems, and related accessories. 

 A public hearing was held on _____________, 2019, following due notice and 

advertisement of the text of the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 

International Code Council, with local amendments for Washington County. 

 Public comment was received, reviewed, and considered concerning the adoption of the 

International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, 

with local amendments for Washington County. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the 2015 International 

Fuel Gas Code, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments, adopted 
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by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, adopted by Ordinance 

No. ORD-2015-31 on December 15, 2015, effective March 1, 2016, and all other ordinances or 

parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the International Fuel 

Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International Code Council, with local amendments 

for Washington County, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference, is enacted with 

the following insertions, amendments and additions:

Section 101.1  amended 
Section 101.1.1  added 
Section 101.1.2  added 
Section 101.1.3  added 
Section 101.1.4  added 
Section 101.1.5  added 
Section 101.1.6  added 
Section 101.1.7   added 
Section 101.1.8  added 
Section 101.1.9  added 
Section 103.1  amended 
Section 106.6.2  amended 

Section 106.6.3  deleted 
Section 107.2.1  amended 
Section 108.4  amended 
Section 108.4.1  added 
Section 108.5  amended 
Section 109.1  amended 
Section 109.2  deleted 
Section 406.4.1  amended 
Section 614.8.2  amended 
Appendices A-D deleted 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CHAPTER 1 – ADMINISTRATION, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 101, GENERAL, is amended as follows: 
  

Section 101.1 Title is amended to read as follows: 
 
101.1  These regulations shall be known as the Fuel Gas Code of Washington County, 

Maryland, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
 
Sections 101.1.1 through 101.1.9 are added to read as follows: 

 
 101.1.1 International Residential Code.  Any reference to the International Residential 
Code shall mean the International Residential Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on _____________, 2019, effective 
________, 20___, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland as 
part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
  
 101.1.2 International Existing Building Code.  Any reference to the International 
Existing Building Code, shall mean the International Existing Building Code, 2018 Edition, as 
promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, 
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with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, as adopted on __________, 2019, 
effective __________, 20__, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland. 
 
 101.1.3 ICC Electrical Code.  For the applicable electrical requirements, refer to the 
NFPA70: National Electrical Code, 2017 Edition, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective ________, 
20___, and the 2006 ICC Electrical Code - Administrative Provisions, First Printing, as may be 
amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland, 
adopted on December 18, 2007, effective March 1, 2008, and amended on _________________, 
2019, effective _________, 20___. 
 
 101.1.4 International Fire Code.  Any reference to the International Fire Code shall mean 
the Maryland State Fire Prevention Code (COMAR 29.06.01), as may be amended or restated from 
time to time. 
 
 101.1.5 International Plumbing Code.  Any reference to the International Plumbing 
Code shall mean the International Plumbing Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the 
International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Washington County, Maryland on ____________, 2019, effective _________, 20___. 
 
 101.1.6  International Building Code.  Any reference to the International Building Code 
shall mean the International Building Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted on _________, 2019, effective ________, 20___, by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland, as part of the Maryland 
Building Performance Standards. 
 
 101.1.7  International Fuel Gas Code.  Any reference to the International Fuel Gas Code 
shall mean the International Fuel Gas Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by the International 
Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local amendments for 
Washington County, Maryland, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland on _____________, 2019, effective _________, 20___. 
 

101.1.8 International Energy Conservation Code.  Any reference to the International 
Energy Conservation Code shall mean the International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 Edition, 
as promulgated by the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to 
time, with local amendments for Washington County, Maryland adopted on _________, 2019, 
effective ________, 20___, by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, 
Maryland, as part of the Maryland Building Performance Standards. 
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101.1.9 International Mechanical Code.  Any reference to International Mechanical 
Code in this code shall mean the International Mechanical Code, 2018 Edition, as promulgated by 
the International Code Council, as may be amended or restated from time to time, with local 
amendments for Washington County, adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Washington County, Maryland, on ____________, 2019, effective ________, 20___.   
 
SECTION 103, DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL INSPECTIONS, is amended as follows: 
   
 Section 103.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 103.1 General.  The Director of the Division of Construction shall be known as the Code 
Official and the Chief Plans Examiner of the Division of Construction shall be known as the Deputy 
Code Official and is hereby authorized and directed to administer and enforce all provisions of this 
code.  The Code Official and Deputy Code Official shall be referred to singularly or collectively as 
the Code Official. 
 
SECTION 106 (IFGC), PERMITS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 106.6.2 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 106.6.2 Fee schedule.  The fees for work performed under this code shall be paid in 
accordance with the schedule as established by the Board of County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland, as may be amended from time to time. 
 
 Section 106.6.3 is deleted in its entirety. 
 
SECTION 107 (IFGC), INSPECTIONS AND TESTING, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 107.2.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 107.2.1 New, altered, extended or repaired installations.  New installations and part of 
existing installations, including but not limited to LP tank replacements, which have been altered, 
extended, renovated, or repaired, shall be tested as prescribed herein to disclose leaks and defects. 

 
SECTION 108 (IFGC), VIOLATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 

Section 108.4 Violation penalties, is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 108.4 Criminal Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a 
provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, 
constructs, alters, or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive 
of the Code Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) 
or more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment not exceeding one (1) year, 
or both fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 
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Section 108.4.1 is added and shall read as follows: 
 
 108.4.1 Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm, corporation, or entity that violates a provision 
of this code or fails to comply with any of the requirements thereof or that erects, constructs, alters, 
or repairs work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the Code 
Official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a 
civil offense which shall be prosecuted in accordance with Md. Code, Local Government Article, 
§ 6-102, et seq.  The penalty for a civil offense shall be established by resolution by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland. Each day that a violation continues after 
due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 

Section 108.5 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 108.5  Stop work orders.  Upon notice from the Code Official that mechanical work is 
being done contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work 
shall immediately cease.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the 
property, or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the work.  The notice shall state the 
conditions under which work is authorized to resume.  Where an emergency exists, the code official 
shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.  Any person who shall 
continue any work on the system after having been served with a stop work order, except such work 
as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a 
fine of not less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or more than One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00). 
 
SECTION 109 (IFGC), MEANS OF APPEALS, is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 109.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 

 109.1 Application for appeal.  Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision 
of the Code Official to the Washington County Plumbing/Mechanical Board (the 
“Plumbing/Mechanical Board”).  An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true 
intent of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the 
provisions of this code no not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of construction is 
proposed.  The application shall be filed on a form obtained from the Code Official within twenty 
(20) days after the notice was served.  All appeals shall be heard in accordance with the rules, 
regulations and procedures adopted by the Plumbing/Mechanical Board. 
 

Section 109.2 is deleted in its entirety.  
 
 
CHAPTER 4 – GAS PIPINGS AND INSTALLATIONS, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 406 (IFGC), INSPECTION, TESTING AND PURGING is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 406.4.1 is amended and shall read as follows: 
 
 406.4.1 Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 30 psi. on a 30 
lb. gauge. 
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CHAPTER 6 – SPECIFIC APPLIANCES, is amended as follows: 
 
SECTION 614 (IFGC), CLOTHES DRYER EXHAUST is amended as follows: 
 
 Section 614.8.2 is amended to read as follows: 
 
 614.8.2 Duct installation. Exhaust ducts shall be supported at 4-foot (1219 mm) 
intervals and secured in place. The insert end of the duct shall extend into the adjoining duct or 
fitting in the directions of airflow. Ducts shall not be joined with screws or similar fasteners that 
protrude into the inside of the duct.  Where dryer exhaust ducts are enclosed in wall or ceiling 
cavities, such cavities shall allow the installation of the duct without deformation.  
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
 APPENDICES A-D ARE DELETED IN THEIR ENTIRETY. 
 
 Adopted this ____ day of ___________, 2019. 
 Effective the ____ day of _________, 20__. 
 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
      OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Krista L. Hart, Clerk    Jeffrey A. Cline, President 
  
 
 
Approved as to form and 
legal sufficiency: 
 
___________________________________  Mail to: 
B. Andrew Bright     Office of the County Attorney 
Assistant County Attorney    100 W. Washington Street, Suite 1101 
       Hagerstown, MD  21740 
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Open Session Item 

SUBJECT: Expenditure of accrued payment-in-lieu (PIL) of funds in accordance with the 
Forest Conservation Act 
 
PRESENTATION DATE: December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY:   Jill Baker, Director, Planning and Zoning; Elmer Weibley, District 
Manager, Washington County Soil Conservation District 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Motion to approve the expenditure of PIL funds for 
acquisition and implementation of easements related to forest conservation for William & Heidi 
Bumpers et. al., James Osen & Ann Aldrich, C. R. Semler LLC, and Gary & Brenda Beachley 
(Shanktown Road Tract). 

REPORT-IN-BRIEF:   The County has an executed Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Washington County Soil Conservation District (WCSCD) to assist us in the expenditure of 
accrued PIL funds in accordance with the Maryland Forest Conservation Act and the 
Washington County Forest Conservation Ordinance.  The responsibility of the WCSCD is to 
seek out property owners who are willing to voluntarily implement a permanent easement on 
their property for the purpose of retaining or planting forested areas.  WCSCD also oversees all 
aspects of easement implementation including survey work, site prep, installation and 
maintenance of the easements. 

WCSCD has received interest from five (5) property owners for six (6) sites in the County as 
potential areas for easement acquisition.  Using a newly implemented ranking system, four of the 
six potential sites are recommended for acquisition.  The other sites will be kept in reserve and 
reviewed again during a subsequent round of PIL expenditure. 

DISCUSSION:   The Maryland Forest Conservation Act requires counties across the State to 
implement standards to help protect forest resources threatened by growth and land development.  
The Washington County Forest Conservation Ordinance implements these regulations through 
our plan review and permitting process.  New development that meets the threshold of a 
regulated activity is required to mitigation for impacts on forest resources.  There are several 
options outlined in the Ordinance that developers may use to mitigate for these impacts.  The 
highest priority is always retention or afforestation on the site where the regulated activity is 
taking place, however, it is not always possible to complete mitigation on site.  One method of 
mitigation is for the developer to pay a fee in lieu of physical forest installation or protection.  
These funds are deposited into a dedicated account and accrued until such time sufficient funds 
are available to establish easements elsewhere in the County. 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 
 

Agenda Report Form  



FISCAL IMPACT: N/A.  All work completed under this task will be paid for with funds 
committed by various developers as mitigation fees.  
 
CONCURRENCES:  Washington County Planning Commission 

ALTERNATIVES:  If the County does not expend the PIL funds in accordance with the 
Maryland Forest Conservation Act then all funds collected must be returned to the various 
developers who must then expend the funds by finding mitigation options themselves. 

ATTACHMENTS:  FCA Candidate packet from WCSCD 
 
AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  N/A 



























































Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  PUBLIC HEARING: Application for Zoning Map Amendment RZ-19-004 

PRESENTATION DATE: December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY: Jill Baker, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: The purpose of this public hearing is to take public comment on the 
rezoning application.  The Commissioners have the option to take action to either approve or deny the 
request after the public hearing closes or deliberate on the issue at a later date. 

REPORT-IN-BRIEF: Application is being made to apply a Rural Business Floating zone to 2.86 acres 
of land located on the southside of Breathedsville Road.  According to the applicant’s justification 
statement, the purpose of requesting an RB floating zone on this property is to establish a business 
office and equipment storage building for an existing excavation and construction business.  The current 
property owner, Mr. Keplinger, currently has as an existing business located on the Sharpsburg Pike 
and would like to relocate the business to this new location. 

DISCUSSION: The Rural Business zoning district has been established as a “floating zone” within the 
County Zoning Ordinance.  This designation provides more flexibility than that of tradition Euclidean 
zoning.  As such, applicants seeking to apply the Rural Business Floating Zone are not required to 
comply with the change or mistake rule. 

Although the change or mistake rule is not applicable, the Planning Commission and the Board of 
County Commissioners are required in their deliberations to establish express findings that at a 
minimum consider the purpose of the proposed Rural Business zoning classification, the applicable 
policies of the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance, and the compatibility of the proposed 
RB district with neighboring properties.       

This item was presented to the Washington County Planning Commission at a Public Information 
Meeting held during their regular meeting on September 9, 2019.  It was then brought back for 
recommendation at the October 7, 2019 meeting, where the members unanimously recommended 
approval of the proposed map amendment. 

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A 

CONCURRENCES: Washington County Planning Commission 

ALTERNATIVES: N/A

ATTACHMENTS: Application, staff report, approved Planning Commission minutes, Planning 
Commission recommendation and written public comments 

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS: N/A
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WASHINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AND 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
October 7, 2019 

 
The Washington County Planning Commission held a public information meeting and its regular monthly 
meeting on Monday, October 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Washington County Administration Building, 100 
W. Washington Street, Room 2000, Hagerstown, MD. 
 
Commission members present at the meeting were:  Clint Wiley, Denny Reeder, David Kline, BJ Goetz, 
Jeremiah Weddle and Ex-officio County Commissioner Randall Wagner. Staff members present were:  
Washington County Department of Planning & Zoning:  Stephen Goodrich, Director; Jill Baker, Deputy 
Director; Travis Allen, Comprehensive Planner; and Debra Eckard, Administrative Assistant; Washington 
County Department of Plan Review & Permitting: Rebecca Calimer, Chief of Plan Review; and Lisa Kelly, 
Senior Planner. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Chairman called the public information meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING  

WS-19-003 – City of Hagerstown 

Staff Presentation 

Mr. Goodrich presented a proposed amendment to the Washington County Water and Sewerage Plan 
submitted by the City of Hagerstown. The requested amendment seeks to include additional language in 
the County’s Water and Sewerage Plan to describe the City of Hagerstown’s long-term growth 
management plans and service policies as established by its most recent update of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan [“Vision of Hagerstown 2035”]. Mr. Goodrich explained that in Chapter 2.C entitled 
“Land Use and Growth Management Strategy”, there is a proposal to add a detailed description of the 
City of Hagerstown’s Land Use and Growth Management Strategy. That strategy is a long-term plan to 
provide public water and sewer service inside the Medium Growth Range Area (MGRA) and not in the 
area between the MRGA and the long-range growth area which is equivalent to the County’s Urban 
Growth Area.  The City’s MRGA is based on an analysis of existing land use, vacant land, population 
projections, and capacities of its water and sewer systems. In Chapters 3 and 4, the City has requested 
additions of the restated policy as explained in detail in Chapter 2. There is also language to strengthen 
the City’s ultimate authority to allow or not allow connections to its system by adding the following 
language, “provided the service request is consistent with the policies and plans of the service provider”. 
That applies not only to the City of Hagerstown but also to any other service providers.  
 
Mr. Goodrich stated that the proposed amendment was sent to various agencies for review and comment 
including the Washington County Health Department. Their comments were received and were provided 
to the Planning Commission. A specific response was not given to the questions or suggestions of the 
Health Department; those comments will be addressed in the County’s updated Comprehensive Plan and 
the updated Water and Sewerage Plan.  
 
 
Applicant’s Presentation 
 
Ms. Kathy Maher, Director of Planning and Code Administration, and Ms. Nancy Hallsrath, Director of 
Utilities, were present to represent the City of Hagerstown. Ms. Maher stated that this is the first step in 
a multi-step process to communicate and work with the County to discuss growth and the ability to serve 
the public with water and waste water services.  She explained how the City determined its MRGA 
boundary and what kind of growth might be expected in the next 20 years based on current zoning. The 
City believes this boundary could be served by public water, which is provided by the City, and public 
sewer which is provided by both the County and the City. Ms. Maher noted that although there are water 
lines located outside the MRGA, it is not the City’s intent to serve those areas unless an exception is 
granted by the City from the Water and Wastewater Policy.  
 
The public information meeting concluded at 7:20 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
 
Motion and Vote:  Mr. Reeder made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2019 meeting 
as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kline and unanimously approved with Mr. Goetz 
abstaining from the vote. 
 
- OLD BUSINESS 

RZ-19-003 – Downsville Pike Land LLC 

Mr. Allen reminded Commission members that a map amendment request was presented at the 
September 9, 2019 public information meeting for property located at 10656 and 10662 Downsville Pike. 
The property consists of two parcels totaling 1.6 acres of land currently zoned RS (Residential Suburban). 
The applicant is requesting a change in zoning to HI (Highway Interchange). During the public information 
meeting, both the applicant and staff presented their interpretation of data analyzing population change, 
traffic counts, site access, compatibility with other development in the neighborhood, relationship to the 
Comprehensive Plan, and evidence of a change in the character of the neighborhood since the 
comprehensive rezoning of 2012 or a mistake in the zoning designation assigned at that time. Public 
comment was taken during the public meeting from neighboring property owners, all of whom were 
opposed to the rezoning request. To date, six written comments and a petition with more than 230 
signatures have been received in opposition to the request.  
 
Discussion and Comments: Mr. Kline asked what Staff recommends. Mr. Allen stated that staff is opposed 
to the request based on the limited time frame to prove change or mistake since 2012. Mr. Kline noted 
that Potomac Edison [his employer] once owned a large portion of property from Rench Road to the I-70 
interchange at Downsville Pike and Halfway Boulevard. Potomac Edison was instrumental in getting the 
interchange in this location. He gave a brief overview of the vision that Potomac Edison had for this area, 
including the Friendship Technology Park, more than 25 years ago. Ms. Baker stated that during the 
comprehensive review of the interchanges in the 1990’s, this particular interchange was discussed and at 
that time, the subject parcels were zoned for agriculture due to their proximity to the Marty Snook Park 
and the existing residential area. In 2012, the agricultural zone was eliminated in the UGA; therefore, 
these parcels were given a residential designation because there were houses on the site. Ms. Baker noted 
that during the comprehensive rezoning, no comments were received from property owners requesting 
a different designation. She also noted that during the 2012 rezoning, staff considered the areas across 
the Downsville Pike at the interchange and further down the Downsville Pike. Those areas were 
specifically designated for commercial uses because it was consistent with the County’s adopted 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Mr. Kline expressed his opinion that the neighborhood has not significantly changed since the 2012 
comprehensive rezoning.  He noted that during the public meeting there were two recurring points of 
discussion. One was for pedestrians crossing at this intersection, which he believes is an invalid point 
because this is a major intersection and it is not a pedestrian-friendly area. The second point of discussion 
was traffic-related issues. This he believes is a valid objection due to the volume of traffic in the area and 
safety concerns during ingress and egress from this particular site.  
 
Mr. Reeder and Mr. Weddle concurred with Mr. Kline’s comments.  
 
Mr. Goetz stated that this site would be challenging for residential use.  
 
Motion and Vote:  Mr. Kline made a motion to recommend [to the Board of County Commissioners] denial 
of this request because there has not been a substantial change in the character of the neighborhood nor 
was a mistake made during the 2012 comprehensive rezoning. The motion was seconded by Mr. Reeder 
and unanimously approved with Commissioner Wagner abstaining from the vote. 
 
RZ-19-004 – JPK Properties LLC 
 
Ms. Baker reminded Commission members that a map amendment request was presented at the 
September 9, 2019 public information meeting to apply the Rural Business floating zone on property 
located at 18423 Breathedsville Road. The property is currently zoned A(R) – Agricultural Rural. The 
proposed use for the site would be for a contractor’s storage yard. To date, one public comment has been 
received opposing the request.  
 
Discussion and Comment: Mr. Kline stated he has no opposition to this request. Mr. Reeder concurred.  
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Motion and Vote: Mr. Reeder made a motion to recommend [to the Board of County Commissioners] 
approval of this request. The motion was seconded by Mr. Goetz and unanimously approved with 
Commissioner Wagner abstaining from the vote. 
 
-NEW BUSINESS 
 
SITE PLANS 
 
Mountain View Animal Emergency [SP-19-021] 
 
Ms. Kelly presented for review and approval a site plan for Mountain View Animal Emergency located 
along the west side of Crayton Boulevard, north of Maugans Avenue. The property is currently zoned HI – 
Highway Interchange. The owners are proposing to construct a 16,330 square foot animal hospital on 3.35 
acres. Three future additions are also proposed that would total 7,600 square feet of building space; the 
building height will be 30 feet. There will be a small fenced yard to the rear of the building and a loading 
area will be on the east side. There will be one main access into the site from Crayton Boulevard. The 
hospital will be open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. A total of 80 parking spaces are required; 98 
parking spaces will be provided. Public water and public sewer will serve the site. Deliveries will be made 
by box truck daily. Solid waste/recycling will be collected inside. Lighting will be pole mounted and building 
mounted. Signage will be building mounted. Landscaping will be installed around the building and in the 
parking islands. Forestation requirements will be met by paying the payment in lieu in the amount of 
$6,664.68.  All agency approvals have been received. 
 
Motion and Vote: Mr. Goetz made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Weddle and unanimously approved. 
 
Thomas Bennett Hunter Inc. [SP-19-016] 
 
Ms. Kelly presented for review and approval a site plan for Thomas Bennett Hunter, Inc. for property 
located along the south side of Hopewell Road. The property is currently zoned IG (Industrial General). 
The developers are proposing to construct a ready mix cement plant on a 19.37 acre parcel. Plans also 
include the construction of a 1,200 square foot office and a 6,000 square foot shop, a back-up portable 
plant and outdoor stockpiles. The Board of Zoning Appeals granted a special exception in August 2018 to 
allow for the establishment of the cement plant. The hours of operation will be Monday thru Friday, 6 am 
to 6 pm and Saturday from 6 am to noon. There will be 12 to 18 employees per day. Delivery/freight will 
be 4 tractor trailers per day. Parking spaces required is 22 spaces and 23 spaces will be provided. Public 
water and public sewer will serve the site. Lighting will be pole mounted throughout the parking area. 
Landscaping will be provided around the building. Forest Conservation requirements have been met with 
a previously approved plat in 2016 showing 3.85 acres of forest in a permanent easement. All agency 
approvals have been received. 
 
Motion and Vote: Mr. Reeder made a motion to approve the site plan as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Weddle and unanimously approved. 
 
Dollar General – Hagerstown[SP-19-024] 
 
Ms. Kelly (on behalf of Ashley Holloway) presented for review and approval a site plan for Dollar General 
Hagerstown located at 17213 Virginia Avenue. The developer is proposing to construct a 10,640 square 
foot commercial retail building on the vacant site of a former fuel station. Two entrances are proposed, 
one off of Virginia Avenue and one off of Bower Avenue. Hours of operation will be 8 am to 10 pm, 7 days 
per week. There will be a maximum of 4 employees on the site at one time; 10 employees will be on the 
payroll for this site. The Board of Zoning Appeals granted a variance for the reduction of parking from 54 
spaces to 38 spaces. Public water from the City of Hagerstown and public sewer from Washington County 
will serve the site. Truck deliveries will be made on the east side of the building. Lighting will be building 
and pole mounted. Signage will be building mounted and a monument sign. Landscaping will be installed 
around the building. Forestation requirements will be met via the payment in lieu. 
 
Discussion: There was a brief discussion regarding proposed roadway improvements at the site. An 
additional lane will be added to provide a right-turn lane and a separate left-turn lane off Bower Avenue. 
Sidewalks will be added to Bower Avenue for pedestrian traffic.  
 
Motion and Vote: Mr. Goetz made a motion to grant staff the authority to approve the site plan pending 
all agency approvals and to approve the payment in lieu to meet Forest Conservation requirements. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Kline and unanimously approved.  
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FOREST CONSERVATION 
 
Accounting for Local Forest Conservation Funds 
 
Ms. Baker announced that during the last legislative session Senate Bill 234 was passed which states that 
any County or entity that administers a Forest Conservation Ordinance must submit, to the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR), a detailed accounting procedure of its payment-in-lieu of funds. If a plan is 
not submitted to DNR, the County would no longer be allowed to accept payment in lieu of funds. Ms. 
Baker noted that since 1994 the County has collected approximately $2.4 million and expended $1.9 
million resulting in 888.55 acres of new forest planted or existing forest protected.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Update of Staff Approvals 
 
Mr. Holloway was not present at the meeting; however, he provided a written update as follows: Land 
Development Approvals –5 site plans; 3 preliminary plats; 2 storm water management concept plans, 2 
subdivision replats, 2 storm water standard plan; 3 standard grading plans; and 2 site specific grading plan;  
Permit Approvals – 14 grading permits, 28 entrance permits, 2 non-residential construction permit, 3 non-
residential addition-alteration permits; 1 floodplain permit; and 1 utility permits. 
 
-ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. Goetz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kline and 
so ordered by the Chairman. 
 
-UPCOMING MEETINGS 

1. Monday, November 4, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Washington County Planning Commission regular 
meeting, Washington County Administration Building, 100 W. Washington Street, Room 
2000, Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Clint Wiley, Chairman  

 

























Open Session Item 

SUBJECT:  Washington County Mobile Home Park Revenue Tax 

PRESENTATION DATE:  December 3, 2019 

PRESENTATION BY:  Sara Greaves, Chief Financial Officer; Kirk Downey, County 
Attorney/Interim County Administrator 

RECOMMENDATION:  For informational purposes only 

REPORT-IN-BRIEF:  The mobile home park tax in Washington County has been a topic of 
recent discussion brought forth by residents of Lakeside Park. At the November 19th meeting, a 
commissioner requested staff to look at revising the Mobile Home Park Tax to a lower amount.   

DISCUSSION:   The Washington County mobile home park tax has not been increased since 

1963.  The tax is charged to the Mobile Home Park and is calculated from gross receipts 

multiplied by 15%.   

16 Maryland jurisdictions impose a trailer tax.  The tax is either a flat charge per space (from $5 

to $20/month) or a percentage of the rent charged (ranging from 7%-20%).   

There are 3 counties in Maryland that repealed the tax in the last few years.  It has been stated 

that the revenue loss for those counties is similar to what Washington County would experience, 

however, Washington County’s overall budget is much smaller, making the impact of this loss 

larger.   

Trailer Tax as a % of General Fund Budget 

Anne Arundel County – .06% 

Baltimore County – .03% 

Howard County - .06% 

Washington County – .24% 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County, Maryland 

Agenda Report Form 



Below are some changes for consideration:

Option 1 – Reduce the tax to 7.5%.  Fiscal impact is estimated $300,000 in revenue loss annually.  

Option 2 – Keep tax at 15% but cap it at no more than $25 per month. Fiscal Impact is estimated 

$318,000 in revenue loss annually. This could be viewed as a regressive tax, where residents with less 

valuable “lots” pay a percent of tax that is higher than a high value “lot”. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  Mobile home park tax results in annual revenue of $550,000-$600,000

CONCURRENCES:  N/A 

ALTERNATIVES: N/A 

ATTACHMENTS:   West's Annotated Code of Maryland Local Government and Trailer Rental Tax 
Ordinance 

AUDIO/VISUAL NEEDS:  None 
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West's Annotated Code of Maryland
Local Government (Refs & Annos)

Division IV. Local Finance [Titles 16-23] (Refs & Annos)
Title 20. Taxes and Development Impact Fees (Refs & Annos)

Subtitle 5. Mobile Home and Trailer Park Taxes (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Local Government, § 20-501
Formerly cited as MD CODE, Art. 24, § 9-401

§ 20-501. In general

Effective: October 1, 2013
Currentness

Definitions

(a)(1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Camping shelter” means a tent or other collapsible structure that provides
temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use.

(3) “Mobile home park” means a mobile home court or park or a trailer park.

(4) “Recreational vehicle” means a trailer or other vehicle that provides temporary
living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use.

Mobile home park tax authorized

(b)(1) By resolution or ordinance, a county or municipality may impose a tax on the
amount paid for:

(i) the rental, leasing, or use of any space, facility, or accommodation in a mobile
home park; or

http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/MarylandStatutesCourtRules?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/MarylandStatutesCourtRules?guid=N5EAF0520D3A111E2834BC0B71ED5F6C5&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(MDLGOVDISPOSITIONTABLE)+lk(MDLGOVR)&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=CM&sourceCite=MD+Code%2c+Local+Government%2c+%c2%a7+20-501&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1094634&contextData=(sc.Category)
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/MarylandStatutesCourtRules?guid=NDC86F040D47111E2A891D5C09F898A93&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(MDLGOVDIVR)&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=CM&sourceCite=MD+Code%2c+Local+Government%2c+%c2%a7+20-501&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1094634&contextData=(sc.Category)
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/MarylandStatutesCourtRules?guid=N623FD2B0D4C211E2B7568BED5DEEF30B&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(MDLGOVDIVT20R)&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=CM&sourceCite=MD+Code%2c+Local+Government%2c+%c2%a7+20-501&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1094634&contextData=(sc.Category)
http://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/MarylandStatutesCourtRules?guid=N44F5CA20D71511E28641E2E2B81BC9DE&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(MDLGOVDIVT20SUBT5R)&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=CM&sourceCite=MD+Code%2c+Local+Government%2c+%c2%a7+20-501&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1094634&contextData=(sc.Category)
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(ii) services provided by a mobile home park.

(2) The tax authorized under this subsection does not apply to a recreational vehicle
or camping shelter if:

(i) the recreational vehicle or camping shelter is intended and used only for
temporary occupancy of 30 days or less; or

(ii) the county or municipality imposes the tax authorized under subsection (c) of
this section.

Separate tax for recreational vehicles or camping shelters authorized

(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, by resolution or ordinance,
a county or municipality may impose a tax on the amount paid for:

(i) the rental, leasing, or use of any space, facility, or accommodation in a mobile
home park for a recreational vehicle or camping shelter, regardless of the period
of occupancy; or

(ii) services provided by a mobile home park in connection with the rental, leasing,
or use of any space, facility, or accommodation for a recreational vehicle or
camping shelter.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, the rate of the tax
authorized under this subsection may not exceed 3% of the amount subject to the tax.

(3) In Washington County:

(i) the rate of the tax authorized under this subsection is 6%;
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(ii) the tax authorized under this subsection applies only to a recreational vehicle
or camping shelter intended and used only for temporary occupancy of 30 days
or less; and

(iii) the revenue from the tax authorized under this subsection shall be distributed
in the same manner as the hotel rental tax under § 20-421 of this title.

Collection

(d) A county or municipality may require the operator or owner of a mobile home park
to collect a tax authorized under this section and remit the tax collected to the county or
municipality or to the agency that the county or municipality designates.

Records

(e) A county or municipality may provide for:

(1) the maintenance of public records relating to a tax authorized under this section
and its collection; and

(2) the inspection or publication of the records.

Penalties

(f) A county or municipality may provide for penalties for failure to comply with the
requirements relating to a tax authorized under this section.

Effect of section

(g) This section does not affect any requirement concerning permits to locate a trailer,
house trailer, trailer coach, or mobile home.

Credits
Added by Acts 2013, c. 119, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 2013.

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1094634&cite=MDLGOVS20-421&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I38A5D010BB-E211E2B09BF-9F7B42D9F3F)&originatingDoc=ND6F2B1C0EE5011E285C9D6B679EFE981&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)
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MD Code, Local Government, § 20-501, MD LOCAL GOVT § 20-501
Current through all legislation from the 2019 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

End of Document © 2019 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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