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ARE YOU WASHCO READY?
Perfectly located at the strategic crossroads of
major interstates, rail lines and airways, Washington
County is a dynamic and ideal location for business
opportunities. The Washington County Department
of Business Development is equipped with the tools
and resources to help businesses thrive and succeed
in Washington County, Maryland.

CONTACT US TODAY:

100 West Washington Street, Suite 1401
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
240.313.2280 | edcinfo@washco-md.net
www.washco-md.net
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This tax credit program ranges from six to fifteen (15) year tax credit on the County portion of
real estate taxes for qualified businesses that either expand or locate and increase employment
in Washington County.

The Three
Opportunities Are:
Section 4(a)
An existing business entity (1) must obtain at
least an additional 1,500 square feet of new or
expanded premises; (2) must employ at least one
(1) individual in a new permanent full-time position during a 12-month period during which the
business entity must obtain and occupy the new
or expanded premises. Tax credit is 52% during
years one and two. 39% during years three and
four, and 26% during years five and six.

Section 4(c)
Must invest $10,000,000 in capital
improvements; (2) create 100 new, permanent
full-time employees. Tax credit is 100% for each
of the first 5 taxable years; 75% for years 6
through 10; 50% for years 11 through 15.
Under no circumstances will this ordinance permit bundling of a
tax credit granted under this ordinance, rule, regulation or code
to result in a tax refund or other payment to the business entity.

Section 4(b)
Must obtain at least 2,500 square feet; (2)
employ at least five (5) additional new permanent
full-time employees during a 24 month period.
Tax credit is 30& during years one and two. 20%
during years three and four and 10% during five
and six.
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This program provides a six (6) year tax credit for qualified businesses that either expand or
relocate in Washington County. The credit applies to Washington County’s real property tax on
real property owned or leased by the business and on personal property owned by that business.

IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR THE
PROGRAM, A BUSINESS MUST:
•
•
•

The amount of the New Jobs Credit
a business may claim against County
taxes imposed on the assessed value
of the new or expanded premises in
which the credit is allowed is:

•

Either construct or expand its operations in
Washington County by a minimum of 10,000
square feet.
Employ at least 25 persons in new permanent
full-time positions located at the new or
expanded premises in Washington County.
Pay 50% of those new jobs at least 135% of the
average weekly wage per Washington County
worker as reported by the Maryland Department
of Labor, Licensing and Regulation at the end of
the previous calendar year, and,
Be located in a Priority Funding Area as
designated in Title 5, Subtitle 7B of the State
Finance and Procurement Article.

52% during the first and second taxable years
39% during the third and fourth taxable years
26% during the fifth and sixth taxable years
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This program provides qualifying businesses with State income tax credits and local real property
tax credits in return for job creation and capital investments made in the designated Enterprise
Zones.
Approximately 5,500 acres in Washington County are within three state-designated Enterprise Zones. To
help promote growth of the industrial and commercial base, local and state incentives are available to
new or expanding companies in these zones. Each Enterprise Zone is approved by the state for a ten-year
period. Currently, there are two (2) Enterprise Zones located in Washington County: City of Hagerstown and
Hancock.

Town of Hancock

City of Hagerstown

This 1,500 acre zone surrounds the Town of Hancock,
stretching from the Pennsylvania border down to the
Potomac River. The zone includes commercial and industrial
development opportunities in select areas of town as well as
commercial frontage along Main Street.

This zone encompasses approximately 4,000 acres located
within the City of Hagerstown. The zone includes Hopewell
Valley Industrial Park, Washington County Business Park,
CSX Valley Park, the City of Hagerstown Business Park, and
the Central Business District in downtown Hagerstown.

Enterprise Zone Incentives Available to Qualifying Businesses
Local Real Property Tax Credits:
•
•

State Income Tax Credits:

City and County property tax credits for up to ten years on capital •
•
investments.
•
Credit of 80% on increases in assessed value of real property for
the first five years, decreasing by 10% annually for the remaining
five years.
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State income tax credits for creating new jobs.
The credit is a one-time maximum of $1,000 for most new jobs.
Credits for hiring “disadvantaged” employees (vouchered by
the State): First year - $3,000; Second year - $2,000; Third year $1,000.
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A commercial property stimulus program that offers a qualified project a three (3) year tax credit
against the County real property tax on four-tenths of one percent (0.004) of construction costs
of the new improvement on the approved parcel.

This program is valued part of our local business incentive package
and considered integral in spurring economic growth in Washington
County.

Qualifying projects are entitled to priority
plan review by the Washington County
Development Advisory Committee,
deferral of Count site-plan application and
review fees and a real-estate tax credit
issuance once buildings are constructed
and occupied. The tax credit is to be 0.4
of a percent (.004%) of the construction
cost of the new improvement as
determined by this office and will apply
for three consecutive years.
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This newly established program will allow investors to receive substantial federal tax incentives
over the next ten (10) years by investing their capital gains into Opportunity Zones.

This program is designed to be flexible;
allowing a range of different types of
investments and unlike other federal tax
credit programs, there is no authorized
cap on the amount of capital that could be
made available through Opportunity Zone
investments.
Washington County has five Opportunity Zones in two areas:
the City of Hagerstown and the Town of Williamsport.
“The Opportunity Zone
program allows Maryland to
attract capital to energize the
development of communities
that have not traditionally
seen private-sector
investment, and they will be a
game-changer for Maryland.”
- Kenneth C. Holt, Secretary
of the Maryland Department
of Housing and Community
Development.
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Three (3) year tax credit program for the construction of the new or renovated space that achieve
LEED Platinum, Gold or Silver Certification.

The credit shall be applied only against the increase in the assessed value of a property as determined
by the Maryland State Department of Assessments and Taxation resulting from new construction or
renovation. The amount of the credit shall be:

Once granted, the tax credit shall be applied for three (3) consecutive years and may
not be applied again.
The credit may not exceed the increase of the assessed value of the property and my
not by carried over to another year.
The tax credit for a property shall terminate if during the credit period, the County
determines that a building has been altered so that it no longer complies with the
LEED rating system, version or level that was the basis for granting the credit at the
time the credit was granted.
This tax credit may not be used in conjunction with other state, county and
municipality property tax credit programs. However, the cumulative total of tax credits
cannot exceed the amount of property tax levied on the property.
The tax credit granted shall run with the land.
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Materials used/consumed within FTZ processing are generally not subject to duties, as well as
imports, may enter and be held in an FTZ without customs duties.
Nearly 1,700 acres of prime industrial/commercial properties are located within the Washington County,
Maryland FTZ #255. FTZ #255 has an array of amenities including rail and airport runway access, superior
interstate visibility, and municipal water and sewer, and natural gas. FTZ #225 is comprised of the following
sites:
2
6

1
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CITY OF HAGERSTOWN INDUSTRIAL PARK
43 acres designed in the FTZ.
HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT
Approximately 387 acres are designated within the FTZ
coupled with 65 acres adjacent to the airfield and is located
just off of Interstate 81.
WILLIAMSPORT, MARYLAND
Nealy 140 acres located in the Interstate Industrial Park
complex are designated within the FTZ.
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HOPEWELL VALLEY
Located in the Hunter’s Green Business Center I and II, and
the Newgate Industrial Park and near the intersection of I-70
and I-81, there are approximately 470 acres within FTZ.

5

FORT RITCHIE AT CASCADE
The former Fort Ritchie Military Base is being developed as a
mix-use business park with approximately 279 acres within the
FTZ.
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HANCOCK, MARYLAND
Having approximately 128 acres designated for use in FTZ and
in the Enterprise Zone, it is also adjacent to the intersection of
Interstates 68 and 70.
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