
BOARD OF APPEALS 

May 13, 2026 

County Administration Building, 100 W. Washington St., Meeting Room 2000, Hagerstown, at 6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

AP2026-012: An appeal was filed by AutoZone Development LLC for a variance from the required 25 ft. setback from 
the road right-of-way to 22.34 ft., more or less, for installed freestanding sign on property owned by Sharpsburg Holding 
LLC and located at 10301 Ezra Drive, Hagerstown, Zoned Highway Interchange District.-POSTPONED TO THE    
JULY 8, 2026 HEARING

AP2026-013: An appeal was filed by The W House of Hagerstown Foundation Inc., a request for a special exception on 
the basis that a transitional/sheltered care facility is functionally similar to the principal permitted use of an assisted living 
facility, nursing/convalescent home on property owned by HBC LLC and located at 18618 Crestwood Drive, Hagerstown, 
Zoned Business Local District. -GRANTED

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pursuant to the Maryland Open Meetings Law, notice is hereby given that the deliberations of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals are open to the public.  Furthermore, the Board, at its discretion, may render a decision as to some or all of the 
cases at the hearing described above or at a subsequent hearing, the date and time of which will be announced prior to the 
conclusion of the public hearing. Individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to contact Katie Rathvon at 
240-313-2464 Voice, 240-313-2130 Voice/TDD no later than May 4, 2026.  Any person desiring a stenographic transcript 
shall be responsible for supplying a competent stenographer.

The Board of Appeals reserves the right to vary the order in which the cases are called.  Please take note of the Amended 
Rules of Procedure (Adopted July 5, 2006), Public Hearing, Section 4(d) which states: 

Applicants shall have ten (10) minutes in which to present their request and may, upon request to and permission of the 
Board, receive an additional twenty (20) minutes for their presentation.  Following the Applicant’s case in chief, other 
individuals may receive three (3) minutes to testify, except in the circumstance where an individual is representing a 
group, in which case said individual shall be given eight (8) minutes to testify. 

Those Applicants requesting the additional twenty (20) minutes shall have their case automatically moved to the end of 
the docket. 

For extraordinary cause, the Board may extend any time period set forth herein, or otherwise modify or suspend these 
Rules, to uphold the spirit of the Ordinance and to do substantial justice. 

Tracie Felker, Chairman 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

AUTOZONE DEVELOPMENT, LLC  * Appeal No.: AP2026-012 
      * 
 APPELLANT    * 
      * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OPINION - POSTPONEMENT 

 AutoZone Development, LLC (hereinafter “Appellant”) request a variance to reduce 

the required setback from 25 feet to 22.34 feet from the road right-of-way, for an installed 

freestanding sign at the subject property.  The subject property is located at 10301 Ezra Drive, 

Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 and is zoned Highway Interchange.  The Board held a public 

hearing in this matter on May 13, 2026.   

Appellant was represented by William C. Wantz, Esq.  Kathryn Rathvon provided the 

Staff Report indicating that proper notice of the hearing was given to adjacent property 

owners by letter, publication was made in the newspaper, and the subject property was 

properly posted.  There were no letters of support or opposition, and no response or 

comments received from the State Highway Administration or other agencies or 

departments.  Ms. Rathvon also noted that the property was the subject of a similar variance 

request which was denied by the Board in a written opinion issued on June 27, 2025. 

Appellant began its presentation by offering two (2) alternatives for the Board to 

consider: (1) that the Board make a finding that this appeal is not substantially similar to the 

previously denied request pursuant to Section 25.7 of the Ordinance, or (2) that the Board 

postpone the hearing to a date beyond the twelve (12) month anniversary of the previous 

decision.  Appellant admitted Exhibit 1 which was comprised of the memorandum and case 

file, and prior opinions, Exhibit 2 which was the previous letter from the State Highway 

Administration indicating no objection to the sign, and Exhibit 3 which was a letter from the 

County. 
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Before proceeding further with the hearing, the Board considered the threshold issue 

of whether the matter can, and should, go forward.  After consideration and discussion, the 

Board chose to postpone the hearing to a date beyond June 27, 2026. 

Accordingly, this matter shall be and hereby is POSTPONED, to be rescheduled for a 

hearing after June 27, 2025.      

 

BOARD OF APPEALS  

By: Robert Meyers, Acting Chair  
 
Date Issued:  June 10, 2026 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 








































































