


WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
747 Northern Avenue | Hagerstown, MD 21742-2723 | P:240.313.2430 | F:240.313.2431 | Hearing Impaired: 7-1-1

ZONING APPEAL
Property Owner: First Church of God of Blairs Valley Docket No: AP2026-005
PO Box 161 Tax ID No: 04015894
Clear Spring MD 21722 Zoning: EC
Appellant: First Church of God of Blairs Valley RB Overlay: No
13722 Blairs Valley Road Zoning Overlay:
Clear Spring MD 21722 Filed Date: 02/23/2026

Hearing Date: 03/18/2026
Property Location: 13722 Blairs Valley Road
Clear Spring, MD 21722

Description Of Appeal:  Variance from the 25 ft. setback from the road right-of-way to 6 ft. for proposed freestanding sign.

. Contract to
Appellant's Legal Interest In Above Property: Owner: Yes Rentfiedse: No
Lessee: No Cemhptrto No
Purchase:
Other:
Previous Petition/Appeal Docket No(s):
Applicable Ordinance Sections: Washington County Zoning Ordinance Section 22.23 (e)

Reason For Hardship: Location of the road through the church property
If Appeal of Ruling, Date Of Ruling:
Ruling Official/Agency:

Existing Use: Proposed Use: Freestanding Sign
Previous Use Ceased For At Least 6 Months: Date Ceased:
Area Devoted To Non-Conforming Use - Existing:

Proposed:

| hearby affirm that all of the statements and information contalned in or filed with this appeal are true and correct.

A Lol

Appellant Signature
State Of Maryland, Washington County to-wit:

Sworn and subscribed before me this 23 day of ;é , 20 /zé
Nov 22629 T

My Commission Expires ) Notary Public




WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
747 Northern Avenue | Hagerstown, MD 21742-2723 | P:240.313.2430 | F:240.313.2431 | Hearing Impaired: 7-1-1

AFFIDAVIT IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 25.51(C)

Docket No: AP2026-005
State of Maryland Washington County, To Wit:

On 2/23/2026, before me the subscriber, a Notary of the public of the State and County aforesaid, personally
appeared Philip Helser and made oath in due form of law as follows:

Philip Helser will post the zoning notice sign(s) given to me by the Zoning Administrator in accordance with Section
25.51(c) of the Washington County Zoning Ordinance for the above captioned Board of Appeals case, scheduled for
public hearing on 03/18/2026, and that said sign(s) will be erected on the subject property in accordance with the
required distances and positioning as set out in the attached posting instructions.

Sign(s) will be posted on 03/03/2026 and will remain until after the above hearing date.

Philip Helser

Lty o ol

Sworn and subscribed before me the day and year first above written.

Now . 7. 2625

Notary Public

Seal , My Commission Expires



WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
747 Northern Avenue | Hagerstown, MD 21742-2723 | P:240.313.2430 | F:240.313.2431 | Hearing Impaired: 7-1-1

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

ATTENTION!

Posting Instructions

The premises MUST be posted in accordance with the following rules:

1. The sign must be posted a minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the public hearing
Section 25.51(c) Property upon which the application or appeal is concerned shall be posted
conspicuously by a zoning notice no less in size than twenty-two (22) inches by twenty-eight
(28) inches at least fourteen (14) days before the date of the hearing.

2. The sign must be placed on the property within ten (10) feet of the property line which abuts the most
traveled public road.

3. The sign must be posted in a conspicuous manner not over six (6) feet above the ground level, and affixed to
a sturdy frame where it will be clearly visible and legible to the public.

4. The sign shall be maintained at all times by the applicant until after the public hearing. If a new sign is
needed or required, please contact the Plan Review Department at 240-313-2460.

5. An affidavit certifying the property will be posted for the minimum of fourteen (14) days prior to the public
hearing date.

Proper posting of the sign will be spot checked by the Zoning Inspector. IF SIGN IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE, IT MAY
RESULT IN RESCHEDULING OF THE HEARING.




) Washington County |

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
747 Northern Avenue | Hagerstown, MD 21742 | P: 240.313.2430 | 240.313.2461 | He wring Impaired:
7-1-1 WWW . WASHCO-MD.NET

Appeal for Variance

Appeal is hereby made for a variance from a requirement of the Washington County Zoning Ordinance as
follows:

Locaton __ /37 22 E/&[I’? //A//ﬁ/ P&d(/ Clear S MP 722

Appellant’s present legal interest in above property: (Check One)

Owner (Including Joint Ownership) Lessee Contract to rent/lease

Contract to Purchase____ 4~ Other /I NHS 7(,;5 ’/ Z:, [der

Specify the grdinance sectjon and subsection from which the variance is desired:

e S RR.2Y .2 [ 22, 25 &
Wy (32,2 6. 19

Specify the particular requirement(s) from which a variance is desired in that section or subgection:
vers &2 dayT }zfgg#”?“/s (6ss Thany 25 /7 4]

Mﬁg 3727'7’4‘/22,252 Slga ' Y ed 5 2

<
M? .
Describe the nature and extent of the desired variance from Ordinance requirements: listed above:

42 / B ég 44[& 22 Q/&z@géézgéz ) ﬁ ) n ﬁg n';[)"fw/

‘¢ #2 ’
7
Y . 'y ' 7 £ /‘Iﬂaﬂ on 1‘7-'

Describe reason(s) why the Ordinance requirement(s) in question would result in peculiar and/or unusual
practical difficulties to or would impose exceptional or undue hardship upon the owner of the property if the
requested variance were not granted:

Provide Detailed Explanation on Separate Sheet

Has any previous lp/etition or appeal involving this property been made to the Board?
Yes No

If yes, list docket number(s):

I hereby certify that | have, to the best of my knowledge, accurately supplied the information required for the

above referenced appeal. )
(3530 Blairs Valley Rd Clear r,,

Signature of Appellart Address and of Appellant i mp /7 2 Z\_G
Pé“[bg[ Cer SKQ ;ma_.'[. com 30— 302-5 485
mail of Appellant Phone Number of Appellant

This appeal form is to be used to assist the customer in gathering the information necessary to
submit an application. However, the application shall be processed in person.

Revised May 24, 2022



Blairs Valley 15t Church Of God

2/23/2026 Trustee/Elder
Philip G Helser

13530 Blairs Valley Rd

Clear Spring, MD
21722 301-302-5406

To Washington County Commissioners:
Reasons for variance request.

Our church respectfully requests approval of a variance to the
required signage setback regulations due to site-specific conditions that
create practical limitations on compliant sign placement. The configuration
of the property, including visibility constraints and existing structural
features, restricts the ability to install signage in full accordance with
current setback requirements while maintaining effective identification of
our church. The proposed signage location has been carefully considered to
ensure it does not obstruct visibility, create safety concerns, or negatively
impact neighboring properties and the overall character of the area.
Granting this variance would allow reasonable business identification
consistent with surrounding development while upholding the intent of the

county’s zoning ordinances and supporting activity within the community.

g e

Philip’G. Helser



Blairs Valley 15t Church Of God

2/23/2026 Trustee/Elder
Philip G Helser
13530 Blairs Valley Rd
Clear Spring, MD
21722 301-302-5406

Explanation of existing and desired conditions.

Currently the existing sign is 3 ft. w x 4 ft H. The sign is set into a
stone wall and is parallel with the road. The sign is not well read at 15 mph
because of its location. Visiting pastors have told us that GPS has been

sending them to wrong locations.

The new sign would be perpendicular to the road and double sided it
would be seen from either direction of travel. The name of the Church and
its building number would be part of the non-changing section of the sign.
The LED section would display various messages such as service times,

various programs and advertising special events for the community.
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COLORS DEPICTED ARE FOR PROOF REPRESENTATION ONLY. ACTUAL COLORS MAY DIFFER FROM MONITOR OR PRINTOUT.

© 2024 BAER'S SIGN SERVICE, LLC

FROJECT: B AIRS VALLEY IST CHURCH OF GOD

TRACY BAER
[DRAWN BY: QUOTED BY: ']
TeaR | T. BAR pbicpiystn) BAER sg/q SERVICE .
DATE: |2/h/2025 l NUMBER tbaer @ baersign‘com Signs for Success Since 1948 —
[APPROVED BY. DATE:
THIS ARTWORK IS THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF BAER'S SIGN SERVICE. LLC AND MAY NOT BE COPIED OR REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE OWNER. THIS DESIGN REMAINS THE PROPERTY OF BAER'S SIGN SERVICE, LLC UNTIL A
LOGD/DESIGN FEE AND PURCHASE PRICE HAVE BEEN MET, AT WHICH TIME THE OWNER SHALL RELEASE THE RIGHTS TO THE PURCHASER.
ANY UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THIS ARTWORK IS SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL FEES. THE PURCHASE OF A SIGN CONTAINING THIS DESIGN DOES
REVISION # NOT INCLUDE LOGO/DESIGN AND PURCHASE FEES AND MAY NOT BE USED FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE SIGN INTENDED.
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