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Capturing Washington County, Maryland's faces, places and unique spaces with creative and artful imagery. #washcoproud
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Today the Washington County Board of County Commis


 [image: Today the Washington County Board of County Commissioners presented a Proclamation for Donate Life Month.  More than 100,000 Americans await lifesaving or life-enhancing organ transplants or which nearly 4,000 reside in Maryland and the Metro DC area.  During National Donate Life Month, we honor the compassion and generosity of registered donors, donor families and living donors. We recognize the commitment of medical professionals, researchers, national partners, and all those who work tirelessly to save and heal lives through donation and transplantation.  We encourage all citizens to register their decision to be an organ, eye, and tissue donor at donatelife.net (Donate Life America) or register at their local Motor Vehicle Administration.]










Washington County Adopts 2021 Building Code - Effe
[image: Washington County Adopts 2021 Building Code - Effective July 1, 2024 🏗️  The Washington County Board of County Commissioners is pleased to announce the adoption of the 2021 Building Code and the 2020 National Electrical Code (NEC), effective July 1, 2024. This significant decision was made on February 27, 2024, following careful consideration and review by the BOCC.  To ensure transparency and provide valuable information to the public regarding the new building code, the Director of Permits and Inspections/Code Official and staff will be hosting two community meetings. These meetings will focus on informing residents and stakeholders about the important code changes.  The community meetings will be held at the Washington County Public Safety Training Center, 18350 Public Safety Pl, Hagerstown, MD 21740.  🔹 Meeting 1: Friday, April 19, 2024, 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM 🔹 Meeting 2: Wednesday, May 15, 2024, 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM  To register for either community meeting, please contact Jennifer Mellott at 240-313-2434 or via email at jmellott@washco-md.net. When registering, please provide your contact information and the number of persons attending with you.  This proactive approach underscores Washington County's commitment to ensuring the safety and well-being of its residents through the implementation of up-to-date building codes.]













 [image: 🌞✈️ Capturing Moments Under the Eclipse! 📸🌑  Yesterday, our airport was buzzing with excitement as patrons gathered to witness the spectacular solar eclipse! From families to solo travelers, everyone came together under the cosmic display, creating unforgettable memories. Here’s a glimpse of the awe-inspiring scenes we captured as the sky darkened and the world paused to marvel at nature’s wonder.   Photo credit: Eugene Bolanowski]










🛑 PUBLIC NOTICE 🛑
Please refrain from flyi


 [image: 🛑 PUBLIC NOTICE 🛑   Please refrain from flying any Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) in the Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) drill zone on Thursday, April 18, 2024. This drill area is along the Potomac River between Dam 3 and Brunswick, MD. Safety is our top priority during this drill, so let's all do our part to ensure a smooth operation. Thank you for your cooperation!]










Representatives from DES, Emergency Management, an


 [image: Representatives from DES, Emergency Management, and Public Relations are collaborating to ensure readiness for the upcoming Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) drill scheduled for April 18th. Together, we’re gearing up for a successful drill to enhance our response capabilities.]










👨🚒 Meet the Team: Featuring Clinton Stott
[image: 👨🚒 Meet the Team: Featuring Clinton Stottlemyer  🔥 What is your role within the team, and what are your main responsibilities?  My main responsibilities are to ensure units and equipment are working properly with thorough unit checks each morning. Also to ensure my crew arrives to incident scenes safely.  🚒 How long have you been with DES, and what attracted you to this role?  It is coming up on two years since I started working for DES. I was attracted to this position due to the fact I started volunteering in this county in 2016. This was the perfect opportunity to get to do what I loved full time and continue my education in my home county.  🎯 What skills or expertise do you bring to the team that you feel are most valuable? The ability to keep a positive attitude and to always bring a smile to the table.  🤝 How do you envision contributing to the team’s goals or growth in the future? I want to continue learning and obtain more certifications. I hope to move up through the division and do my job to the best of my ability.  🚗 Do you have any public safety tips you would like to share with the citizens?  When you see emergency apparatus responding to calls behind you or near you, please just pull over out of the way and don’t try to out run them.  Join us in recognizing Clinton Stottlemyer for his outstanding dedication to community safety! 👏👏  #MeetTheStaff #EmergencyServices #SafetyFirst 🚨]










Washington County Surpasses 40,000 Acres of Preser


 [image: Washington County Surpasses 40,000 Acres of Preserved Land 🌾  The Washington County Division of Planning & Zoning announces, with the purchase of a conservation easement in March, Washington County has surpassed the 40,000-acre mark for permanently preserved land. This milestone puts the County just 10,000 acres away from its stated goal of 50,000 acres.  The easement was procured through a Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Program (MALPP) easement that was sold by Bill and Debra Cushwa on their farm on Spickler Road in Clear Spring. While the Cushwa's prefer to maintain a quiet existence on their picturesque family farm, they also understand the weight of this achievement in these times when development pressure is a concern among many citizens of the County and are proud that their property has pushed the County past the 40,000-acre milestone.   🔗 Visit our website to read the full release (link in bio).]










Step back in time and explore the rich history of 


 [image: Step back in time and explore the rich history of Harpers Ferry Road with breathtaking views of the Elk Ridge Mountains in the backdrop. Nestled in Sharpsburg, this scenic route offers a glimpse into the past with its storied landscapes and historic landmarks.   Photo credit: Oley Griffith]










Washington County Participating in a Search and Re


 [image: Washington County Participating in a Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) Drill on April 18, 2024 Between Dam 3 and Brunswick, MD 🚁  In a proactive effort to enhance emergency preparedness and interagency collaboration, multiple local and state agencies are set to conduct a joint Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) drill along the C&O Canal between Dam 3 and the town of Brunswick. The drill, scheduled for April 18, 2024, aims to simulate response procedures in the event of a hypothetical emergency scenario. There will be the presence of helicopters, both State and Military, in the area from approximately 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  All participating agencies play critical roles in ensuring public safety and managing emergencies within the region. This collaborative effort underscores the commitment of these agencies to work together seamlessly in times of crisis.  The drill will be centered around flooding incident, providing an opportunity for each agency to test its protocols and coordination mechanisms. Residents and bystanders in the vicinity of Dam 3 to Brunswick may observe increased activity during the drill; however, it is essential to note that this exercise is purely simulated, and there is no cause for alarm.  For the convenience of residents and interested parties, an approximate map indicating the locations involved in the drill is provided below.  The safety and well-being of residents remain the top priority throughout the drill. All necessary precautions will be taken to ensure minimal disruption to the surrounding communities.  Residents are encouraged to remain informed about the drill through official channels and are reminded that it is a simulated exercise. Any emergency-related concerns during the drill period should be directed to the appropriate local authorities.]
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100 West Washington Street Hagerstown, MD 21740

	


 
Contact County Departments


	


 
(240) 313-2776


	

 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

	

TTY users may call any government office through the Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258
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LIBERAL LEAVE IS IN EFFECT FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY GOVERNMENT
 
















Liberal leave is in effect for all non-essential personal on Tuesday, February 13, 2024, until noon. Essential personnel are expected to fulfill their duties as usual.
The starting time for today’s Board of County Commissioners meeting will be reevaluated at 9:00 am. 
For those required to travel, exercise caution on the roadways. If driving is necessary, ensure your vehicle is completely cleared, drive at a reduced speed, practice caution, and avoid crowding or passing plows.
 

We’ll keep the public informed of any changes. Stay updated by monitoring Washington County Government’s website and social media channels for the latest information. Your safety is our priority!
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