Visions & Decisions

Volume 1 Issue 2 Fall 2008

The Washington County Planning Department’s Quarterly E-Newsletter

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS APPROVE

PRIORITY PRESERVATION AREAS

In August 2006, the Maryland General As-
sembly passed the Agricultural Stewardship
Act. The purpose of the Act is to have
Counties seeking state certification of their
Agricultural Land Preservation Programs,
designate Priority Preservation Areas
(PPAs) and add a PPA element to their
Comprehensive Plan. According to the Act,
the designated PPAs and associated element
is required to: establish appropriate goals for
the amounts and types of agricultural re-
source land to be preserved, evaluate how
PPAs will fit in with the County’s growth
management plans, analyze the way in
which preservation goals will be accom-
plished in the PPAs through existing or proposed land management and land preservation
tools, and evaluate the potential for development within the PPAs and its possible impacts on
preservation efforts.

Priority Preservation Areas Maps are available at our office. If
you would like to view the map, please contact us.

To begin designating potential PPAs, Planning Staff analyzed several evaluation criteria us-
ing our Geographic Information System (GIS) database. Criteria evaluated included soil
classifications, land use assessment, proximity to existing easements and districts, and exist-
ing development patterns. The goal was to find large blocks of land where soil productivity
was high, easements and districts were abundant, and development is limited. As shown on
the map, PPAs were mainly focused around existing blocks of permanent easements in the
Clear Spring, Smithsburg, and Downsville areas as well as some areas around the Antietam
Battlefield and the Town of Boonsboro.

On October 14, 2008, the Board of County Commissioners adopted an amendment to the
County’s Comprehensive Plan to incorporate a Priority Preservation Element. The adoption
of the amendment brings the County one step closer to achieving a certified Agricultural
Preservation Program by the State of Maryland. Without the certification, the County would
only be allowed to keep 33% of the agricultural transfer tax generated in Washington County.
By becoming a certified program we will instead be allowed to retain 75% of the agricultural
transfer tax produced.

Washington Planning Department, 80 W Baltimore Street, Hagerstown MD 21740
Phone: 240-313-2430 Fax: 240-313-2431 Email: mbrandenburg@washco-md.net
Website: www.washco-md.net/planning/plan.shtm

For Newsletter questions and comments or to be added to our email list please call 240-313-2447 or email
mgrillo@washco-md.net



The Maryland State Board of Public Works approved on September 10, 2008, the
purchase of 27 easements protecting 3,380 acres of prime Maryland farmland in 11
counties for over $23.6 million in State and local funding. This approval brings the
total farmland protected in perpetuity by the Maryland Agricultural Land Preserva-
tion Foundation (MALPF) in Maryland to 272,158 acres. Created by the General
Assembly in 1977, MALPF purchases agricultural preservation easements that for-
ever restrict development on prime farmland and woodland and has permanently pre-
served land in each of Maryland’s 23 counties, representing a public investment of
over $500 million. With county and other state preservation programs, more than
490,000 acres of farmland are protected in Maryland. Two Easements were pur-
chased in Washington County totaling 190 acres at an approved easement value of
approximately $1.07 million.

UGA ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REPORT AVAILABLE REPORT OF THg
urBAN GROWTH AREA
After more than a year of research and development, the  ApviSORY COMMITTER
Urban Growth Area Advisory Committee has released the =
first of two reports outlining their recommendations for ll%” !‘M’J
the proposed Urban Growth Area Rezoning. The commit- e
tee’s first report has formulated recommendations on vari-
ous aspects of land use planning being reviewed for this
zoning update including the analysis of a possible Transfer
of Development Rights program, the availability and advancement of workforce and
affordable housing, and evaluation of various ordinances to identify opportunities
for streamlining regulations as an incentive for development in the growth area.
Copies of the report are available online at the County Planning Department web-
page at http://www.washco-md.net/planning/plan.shtm. The second report of this
committee will outline recommendations of the proposed zoning changes and text
amendments in the UGA and is anticipated to be complete by early 2009.

Septembes 18, 2008
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MEET ANDREW J. BOWEN

THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE

PLANNING COMMISSION BOARD.

Andrew Bowen graduated from the Georgia Institute of
Technology (Georgia Tech) in 1989 and completed his
Masters in Business Administration from Frostburg State
University in May of 2000. Mr. Bowen is currently em-
ployed as the Town Administrator for the Town of Mid-

dletown in Frederick County.

Having worked in local government for over 15 years,
Andrew would like to share his work experience by con-
tributing to his community through service on this board.

Andrew is married to Lorraine Bowen and has three children, Zachary 14, Kendall 12, and
Kevin 8. Although Andrew has only lived in Hagerstown since 1990, his extended family

has been in Hagerstown since the late 1950’s.

NEW SITE PLAN DETERMINATION
FORM

EDC FAST TRACK REVIEW
PROCEDURES REVISED

In an effort to simplify the requirements for a
site plan or revised site plan, staff members
from the Planning and Permits Departments
have been working to develop a process to
clearly determine whether or not a site plan is
required for a project.

Prior to filing an application for new or revised
multi-family and non-residential projects with
the Planning Department, the applicant shall
contact the Director/Zoning Administrator of
the Permits and Inspections Office to deter-
mine the necessity of a Site Plan application
and review by the Planning Department in
compliance with Section 4.11 of the Zoning
Ordinance. If a Site Plan is determined to be
necessary, the applicant must submit for Site
Plan approval with the Planning Department. If
determined no Site Plan is required, applica-
tions for building permits can be made when
accompanied with the signed determination
form. A copy of the Site Plan Determination
Form is available at:

http://www.washco-md.net/permits/forms.shtm

Projects that have been designated as
“Fast Track” by the Economic Devel-
opment Commission (EDC), must
follow new review procedures. On
September 2, 2008 the Washington
County Permits Department issued a
set of procedure guidelines that must
be followed when submitting Fast
Track plans for review by the Plan-
ning and Permits Departments. For a
copy of the form, please contact the
Planning Department at 240-313-
2430 or email:
mbrandenburg@washco-md.net
Copies of the form will be available
on the Planning Department’s website
in the future. For more information
on how to obtain an EDC fast track
designation, please contact the EDC
at 240-313-2280 or email them at:
edcinfo@hagerstownedc.org
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PLANS REVIEW STAFF

Tim Lung, Chief Senior Planner of the Plans Review Section of our
Department is a graduate of Shippensburg University and holds a
B.A. degree in Geography/Urban Planning. He oversees the Plans
Review Section and is responsible for assigning plan submittals and
projects to the appropriate review planner. Tim is also responsible for
| | the administration and implementation of the County’s Water & Sew-
| | erage Plan including the coordination with municipalities’ service
providing agencies, state agencies, and preparation of update and
amendments. He is currently handling the review of the plans for the
Fort Richie Redevelopment and for a proposed regional shopping
center located at the I-70 and US Route 40 interchange. Timis a
lifelong resident of Washington County and has been with our De-
partment for 24 years.

Lisa Kelly is a Senior Planner within the Plans Review Section of
the Department. She has a degree in Political Science from Shepherd
University and a Masters in GeoEnvironmental Science from Ship-
pensburg University. Lisa lives in Washington County and has been
with the Department for 23 years. She reviews plan submittals that
include Preliminary Consultations, Preliminary & Final Subdivision
Plats, Site Plans, Forest Delineation and Conservation Plans, Planned
Unit Developments, and Subdivision variance requests. Lisa presents
her projects to the Washington County Planning Commission at its
monthly meetings. She is also working on updates to the County’s
Subdivision Ordinance.

Misty Wagner-Grillo is a Senior Planner within the Plans Review
Section of our Department. She has a B.S. degree from Wilson Col-
lege in Environmental Science with a concentration in Sustainable
Systems. She is responsible for reviewing various types of plan sub-
mittals and presenting these plans to the Washington County Planning
Commission. Misty also directs and assists the general public with
planning, land use and environmental related questions. She is the
creator and editor of the departments Newsletter “Visions and Deci-
sions”, maintains the departments website in conjunction with the
County’s IT department, and works with the GIS section of our de-
partment to ensure the accuracy of the Accela and Velocity Hall appli-
cations. She has been with our department for 8 years.

Cody Shaw, a resident of Warfordsburg, PA, is the newest member
of our Plans Review Section. He is a graduate of Shippensburg Uni-
versity with a degree in Geoenvironmental Studies and a certification
in GIS. Cody currently reviews Preliminary & Final Subdivision
plats, Forest Plans, and variances. He joined the staff in September
of this year.
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_//:,h GIS MAPPING AND DATA SUPPORT STAFF
P

Jennifer Kinzer is a GIS Analyst with the Washington County
Planning Department. She has a Bachelor of Architecture de-
gree from Virginia Tech. Jennifer obtained a Master of Sci-
ence degree in Geo-Environmental Studies from Shippensburg
University. Jennifer has also earned her Certification as a
Geographic Information Systems Professional (GISP). She is
responsible for the daily operation of the GIS as it pertains to
the Planning Department’s needs and analyses. Jennifer is also
responsible for the administration of the Planning related func-
tions in Accela and Velocity Hall applications. She coordinates
the mapping needs for Short-Term and Comprehensive Plan-
ning and the Ag Preservation sections of the department and
provides supervision to the GIS Technicians. She was been
with the Department for 13 years.

Meghan Hammond is a GIS Technician with the Plan-
ning Department. She is a senior at Shepherd Univer-
sity in Shepherdstown, WV. She will be completing her
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Environmental Studies
with a concentration in Historic Preservation in Decem-
ber 2008. She was previously interning with the Jeffer-
son County GIS/Addressing Office in Jefferson County,
WYV. She is a long time resident of the area with her
home being in Jefferson County West Virginia on her
family farm. She is currently working on updating the
planner map and training guides as well as converting
previously completed ArcView 3.X projects into viable
ArcGIS 9.2 maps.

Mark DeWald is a GIS Technician with the Planning De-
partment. Mark has a Bachelor’s degree from Mansfield Uni-
versity in Pennsylvania. His current responsibilities include
assigning addresses for all new structures in Washington
County and maintaining and updating the GIS database of
these addresses for use with the County’s E-911 sys-
tem. Mark also assists with the GIS functions for the Agri-
cultural Preservation and Rural Legacy Programs and pro-
; . vides additional mapping assistance to the Planning Depart-
/ \\ ment staff. He has been with the County for 8 years.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS:

DECEMBER 1, 2008
JANUARY 5, 2009
e FEBRUARY 2, 2009

All Regular Monthly Planning Commission meetings will be held in the County Administra-
tive Annex conference room located at 80 West Baltimore Street. Meetings begin promptly at
7:00 p.m.

REZONING HEARINGS:

e MARCH 16, 2009 -filing deadline for this meeting: JANUARY 12, 2009
Rezoning Public Meetings will be held at the Washington County Court House in Court Room

#1, 95 West Washington Street. Please use the entrance located on Summit Avenue. Meetings
will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m.

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION:

e DECEMBER 3, 2008
e JANUARY 7, 2009
e FEBRUARY 4, 2009

The Historic District Commission meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the
Administrative Annex Conference Room 1A.

URBAN GROWTH AREA ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

NOVEMBER 20, 2008
DECEMBER 4, 2008
e DECEMBER 18, 2008

The meetings are conducted at the County Administrative Annex building located at 80 West
Baltimore Street, in conference room 1 A: Meetings will begin promptly at 9:00AM

CONSULTANT OUTREACH MEETINGS:

e JANUARY 16, 2009

Outreach meetings will be held in the County Administrative Annex conference room located
at 80 West Baltimore Street. Meetings begin promptly at 9:00am.
*Consultants attendance is crucial for the continuance of these meetings




PLANNING JUMBLE

CREATED BY: JENNIFER KINZER
PRINT THIS PAGE AND GIVE OUR JUMBLE A TRY
ANSWERS WILL BE IN THE WINTER 2009 ISSUE.

. PLANNING JUMBLE
_ UNIQUE AND NATURAL & HISTORIC FEATURES

Poms

Down

Site of the bloodiest day during the Civil War

Runs from Maine to Georgia

This area offers a scenic view of the Potomac River and Harpers Ferry, WV from the Appalachian Trail
Site of the highest elevation along the Appalachian Trail in Maryland

Site of Civil War events along the Washington and Frederick County border

agrwpdE

Across:

6. The only commercial cavern open to the public in Maryland

7. Site of discharge for the largest source of groundwater in Maryland

8. National Park that runs from Cumberland, Maryland to Washington, DC.
9. Site of Maryland’s frontier defense during the French & Indian War

10. One of the best rock exposures in Maryland.

BONUS: Name of one of the County’s Golf Courses

SUMMER EDITION ANSWERS
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